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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION.

%@«

time has elapsed that very little change in, or addition to, the
“ Dogs of the British Islands” is to be noticed. In the sporting

division a warm controversy has for some time been going on
with regard to the breeding of the Laverack setter, one party alleging
that all of this breed are descended from one pair mentioned by Mr.
Laverack as the sole progenitors of his strain, while the other maintain
(1st) that Mr. Laverack himself admitted, both orally and in writing, that
he had used importations from other kennels; and (2nd) that it is incredible
- that the average age (9) necessary to show the truth of the Adam and
Eve theory is within the bounds of possibility. My own opinion is that
the second of these objections is enough to dispose of this theory to the
satisfaction of any person of average powers, but that the first is not by
any means proved. In any case the question is of no importance, for the
breed is now to be regarded from actual results, and not from theoretical
grounds which ought entirely to give way before our experience of its
merits or demerits, whichever may be in excess. Now, on the show bench,
the Laveracks (so called) have held their own both in this country and
abroad, but in the field they have stood no chance against the crosses
with other strains, and especially with those used by Mr. Purcell Llewellin,
whose breed, now called “ Llewellin’s,” should therefore be preferred. With
this exception there has been little or no novelty in any class of sporting
dogs described by me in the previous editions, but I have added an article
on the French Basset, now extensively bred in this country, written by
Mr. Krehl, which will be read with especial interest by the admirers of
that dog, and also by hound men in general.
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A PREFACE.

In the second division I have added articles on the Scotch and Airedale
terriers, and have also substituted for Mr. Ridgway’s original article on
the Irish terrier another written by the President of the Club instituted
for the improvement of that breed, embodying their most recent views,
and for which, as well as for the article on the Basset, I have to thank

that gentleman most sincerely.

I trust that with these alterations and additions the fourth edition of
“Dogs of the British Islands” will be considered worthy of continued

support.
“ STONEHENGE.”

Purney, July 12, 1882.
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PART I.

——0-O GO

BAGPK I
MANAGEMENT OF DOGS IN HEALTH.

0000~
CHAPTER 1.
KENNEL MANAGEMENT OF LARGE DOGS.
—r e

E kennel management of greyhounds, foxhounds, harriers, and other
sporting dogs varies almost with each kind. Thus, greyhounds are
most carefully protected from the weather by a roof to their yard as
well as by body clothing, which is worn when in severe training. Next
to these come hounds, and then pointers, setters, spaniels, and retrievers,
all of which last are allowed a run into an open yard at discretion. In many cases
this leads to colds and rheumatism, against which the best precaution is a sloping
door for the opening into the sleeping chamber, hinged at the top, and made up at
the sides with a A\ shaped piece of wood, but not at the bottom. This, when in
its place, allows the dogs to jump up on to their beds, while it protects them from
wind and rain when there, and can at any time be lifted completely up so as to
allow of the kennel man entering and making all clean. The accompanying
engraving shows a plan of such a door, with the dimensions suitable for the pur-
pose, and from it any carpenter will easily be able to construct one. The advantage
is too obvious to need dilating on it. . In the summer time a wooden bench, if pro-
tected in this way, and guarded from the wall by planking, needs no_straw, which
only harbours fleas ; but in the winter it, or deal shavings, which do not harbour
fleas, must be provided, and, whichever is used, it should be changed twice a week.
The floor of the yard should be of glazed tiles, cement, or asphalte, and all the
woodwork should be either painted or dressed with best gas tar, the latter being the
better material of the two. If the look of the tar is objected to, it may be coated
with lime-wash, which, however, requires a renewal at least once a year.

Sporting dogs are all better fed only once a day, and for those whose noses are
of the utmost importance, viz., pointers and setters, the food should be almost
entirely of meal, either made into biscuit or well boiled and converted into pudding.
In either case, a very weak broth must be made of flesh or greaves, which is then
used to boil the meal in or to soak the biscuits. Spratt’s and other biscuits have
lately been introduced into general use, by which all this trouble is avoided —dried

-
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flesh, imported from abroad, being mixed with the meal before it is baked. I have
tried those of Spratt and Co. with great advantage on pointers and setters, when
containing not more than ten per cent. of meat; but a larger proportion I have
found much too heating, causing loss of nose, and a tendency to eruption. They
should be given whole and dry, not soaked, the dogs breaking them up easily with
their teeth ; and they appear to agree much better in this way than when soaked.
Two or three times a week, whatever may be the kind of meal or biscuit used, some
green vegetables, well boiled, should be given in addition, by which means the blood
is kept cool, the coat blooming, and the nose cool and moist. Messrs. Spratt and
Co. add a certain quantity of dates to their biscuits for the same purposes, but they
are not sufficient for any length of time to supersede the necessity for green food
in the case of kenmelled dogs, who cannot get at_grass, which instinct prompts
those at liberty to bite off and swallow., The number of biscuits required for a
pointer or setter daily averages from 3 to 3%, but some gross feeders are sufficiently
nourished with 23, and others demand as many as 4% or even 5.

Last year (1881) Messrs. Spratt introduced beetroot into their biscuits with
excellent effect, not only on the health of the dogs fed on them, but also on the
appetite for them of delicate or petted dogs. I find by experience that the most
fastidious feeder will eat them dry, and strongly recommend this improvement to
my readers.

For large dogs, Calvert’s carbolic acid wash, diluted with thirty or forty times
its bulk of water, and used as a wash, forms the best application for fleas and
ticks, and it is also useful as a vermin-destroying wash for the kennel walls and
fittings, followed by lime-wash when dry. If preferred, the application described
for pet dogs may be employed, or a small quantity of benzine collas may be
rubbed in along the back.

CHAPTER II
HOUSE MANAGEMENT OF PET DOGS.

—~ P PR

ET DOGS require a different treatment, to understand which it will be
better to begin at the beginning. We will suppose that a puppy six
weeks old, and of a breed not exceeding 151b. weight, is presented to
one of our readers—What is to be done? First of all, if the weather
is not decidedly warm, let it be provided with a warm basket lined with

some woollen material, which must be kept scrupulously clean. The little animal

must on no account be permitted to have the opportunity of lying upon a stone
floor, which is a fertile source of disease; bare wood, however, is better than carpet,
and oilcloth superior to either on the score of cleanliness. In the winter season the
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apartment should have a fire, but it is not desirable that the puppy should lie
basking close to it, though this is far better than the other extreme. Even in the
severest cold a gleam of sunshine does young creatures good, and the puppy should,
if possible, be allowed to obtain it through a window in the winter, or without that
protection in the summer. It will take exercise enough in playing with a ball of
worsted or other material indoors until it is ten weeks old, but after that time a
daily run in the garden or paddock will be of great service, extending to an hour or
an hour and a half, but not so as to overtax its limbs. After this age, two or three
hours a day, divided into periods of not more than an hour each, will be of service;
but it is very seldom that young pet dogs can reckon on this amount of exercise,
and, indeed, it is not by any means necessary to their healthy growth. Until after
the tenth week, cow’s milk is almost essential to the health of the puppy. It should
be boiled and thickened at first with fine wheat flour, and, after the eighth week,
with the mixture of coarse wheat flour and oatmeal. The flour should be gradually
increased in quantity, at first making the milk of the thickness of cream, and,
towards the last adding meal in quantity sufficient to make a spoon stand up in it.
If the bowels are relaxed the oatmeal should be diminished, or if confined increased.
This food, varied with broth made from the scraps of the table, and thickened in
the same way, will suffice up to the tenth or twelfth week, after which a little meat,
with bread, potatoes, and some green vegetable, may be mixed together and
gradually introduced as the regular and staple food. The quantity per day will of
course vary according to the size of the puppy; but, as an approximation to the
proper weight required, it may be laid down that, for each pound the puppy weighs,
an ounce of moderately solid food will be sufficient. From the time of weaning up
to the tenth week it should be fed four times a day; then up to four months, three
times; and afterwards twice until full grown, when a single feed will, in our
opinion, conduce to its health, though many prefer going on with the morning and
evening supply. When the puppy is full grown, meat, bread, and vegetables (either
potatoes, carrots, cabbage, cauliflower, or parsnips), in equal proportions, will form
the proper diet, care being taken to avoid bread made with much alum in it. Dog
biscuits, if sound, answer well for pet dogs; but the quantity required is so small
that in most houses the scraps of the bread basket and plates are quite sufficient.
Bones should be supplied daily, for without them not only are the teeth liable to
become covered with tartar, but the digestion is impaired for want of a sufficient
secretion of saliva.

If the above quality and quantity of food and exercise are given, in combina-
tion with the protection from cold recommended, the pet puppy will seldom require
any medical treatment. Sometimes, in spite of the most careful management, it will
be attacked by distemper contracted from some passing dog infected with it; but
with this exception, which will not often occur, it may be anticipated that the
properly treated pet dog will pass through life without submitting to the attacks
of this disease, which is dire in its effects upon this division of the canine race. If
care is taken to add oatmeal and green vegetables to the food in quantity sufficient
to keep the bowels from being confined, no aperient will ever be required; but
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sometimes this precaution is neglected, and then recourse must be had either to
castor oil or the compound rhubarb pill—the dose being one drop of the former or
half a grain of the latter to each pound the puppy weighs. If the oil is stirred up
with some milk the puppy will take it readily enough, and no drenching is required ;
but care should be taken that the quality is good, and that the oil is not the rank
stuff sometimes used in the kennels of sporting dogs. The compound rhubarb pill
may be given by opening the mouth with the left hand, and then dropping in the
pill. It must be boldly pushed well down the throat as far as the finger will reach,
no danger being risked in effecting this simple process. If the liver is not acting
(which may be known by the absence of the natural gingerbread colour of the
evacuations), from half a grain to a grain of blue pill may be added to either dose,
and repeated, if necessary, every day or every other day till the desired effect is
produced ; or from one-sixth to one-third of a grain of podophyllin, which has a
similar effect on the liver. Very young puppies should not be washed even in the
summer season, as they are very liable to chill. After they are three months old,
however, a bath of warm water, with or without soap, will do good rather than
harm, provided that care be taken to dry them well afterwards. For white dogs,
white soap is required to give full effect to this operation; and it may be either
¢ curd ”’ or white soft soap, whichever is preferred, the latter being most effective in
cleaning the coat. Long-haired dogs, such as spaniels, the Maltese and Skye
terriers, require combing and brushing until they are dry, which should be done in
the winter before a fire; and in the latter breeds the coat should be parted down the
back with the comb in the most regular manner. If the hair has become matted,
a long soaking will be necessary, the comb being used while the part of the dog
submitted to its teeth is kept under water, which will greatly facilitate the unrolling
of the tangled fibres. After the coat is dry, where great brilliancy is demanded, a
very slight dressing of hair-oil may be allowed occasionally ; but the brush is the
best polisher, and when “ elbow-grease ” is not spared, a better effect will be produced
than by bear’s grease at half-a-crown a pot.

With the exception of fleas, pet dogs ought.never to be infected with any
vermin. Sometimes, however, they catch from others either lice or the ticks which
infest the canine race. The appearance of the first two parasites is well known to
everyone ; but the tick is not among the things commonly presented to the eye, and
we may therefore mention that it may be known by its spider-like shape and by its
close adhesion to the skin by means of its legs, with which it digs into the surface.
In size it varies from that of the head of a small pin to the magnitude of a small
grain of wheat, but not being so long in proportion to its width. The colour

. changes with that of the dog and with the quantity of blood imbibed, which always
gives a greater or less tint of bluish-red; but in very young ticks the colour is a
pearly grey. In destroying fleas the best remedy is the insect-destroying powder
sold by Butler and M‘Culloch, of Covent Garden, by Keating, of St. Paul’s Church-
yard, and most chemists, which may be well rubbed in without fear of consequences.
Lice and ticks require a stronger drug to destroy them, and this should be used
with more care, as, being a mercurial preparation, it is liable to be absorbed if the
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skin is wetted, and then produces serious mischief, accompanied by salivation; or,
if the dog is allowed to lick himself, this effect is still more likely to follow. The
dog should therefore be kept carefully from all wet for at least twelve hours, and
during the application of the remedy it should either be carefully watched and
prevented by the hand from licking itself, or it should be muzzled. The remedy is
white precipitate, in powder, well rubbed into the roots of the hair over the whole
body, and left on for six hours, after which it should be brushed out. At the
expiration of the week the application should be repeated, and possibly it may be
required a third time; but this is seldom needed.




BOOK II.

DRUGS COMMONLY USED FOR THE DISEASES
OF DOGS,

AND THEIR MODES OF ADMINISTRATION.

[I% is to be constantly borne in mind that the doses given below are those suited to the dog
of average size and strength. Where, therefore, the patient is a toy dog, the dose
must be reduced to ome-third or even one-fowrth of that given. The same rule
applies to puppies. ] »
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CHAPTER 1.

THE ACTION OF MEDICINES, AND THE FORMS IN WHICH
THEY ARE GENERALLY PRESCRIBED.

P P

% ALTERATIVES.

'E{@'% LTERATIVES are intended to produce a fresh and healthy action,
% instead of the previous disordered function. The precise mode of
%% action is not well understood, and it is only by the results that the
utility of these medicines is recognised.

1. Zthiops mineral, 2 to 5 grains; powdered ginger, 4 to 1 grain ;
powdered rhubarb, 1 to 8 grains. Mix, and form into a pill with syrup, to be given
every evening.

2. Plummer’s pill, 2 to 5 grains; extract of hemlock, 2 to 8 grains. Mix, and
give every night. -

3. Stinking hellebore, 5 to 8 grains; powdered rhubarb, 2 to 4 grains. Mix,
and form into a pill, to be given every night.

4. Tiquor Arsenicalis—of which the dose is 7 drops to an average sized dog—
this is specially serviceable to dogs rendered gross by over feeding and no work.

5. Podophyllin, ¥ grain ; compound rhubarb pill, 8 grains. Mix, and give once
or twice a week until the liver acts freely.

6. Cod liver oil, from a teaspoonful to a table spoonful, with one or two drops of
wine of iron twice a day.

/
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ANODYNES.

Anodyne medicines are given either to soothe the general nervous system, or to
stop diarrheea; or something to relieve spasm, as in colic or tetanus. Opium is the
chief anodyne used in canine veterinary medicine, and it may be employed in very
large doses. ‘

ANODYNE PRESCRIPTIONS.

1. For Suicar Purcine.—Prepared chalk, 2 drachms; aromatic confection,
1 drachm; tincture of opium, 5 to 8 drachms; rice water, 7 ounces. Mix; dose,
two tablespoonfuls after every loose motion.

2. For LoNg-coNTINUED PurciNg. — Diluted sulphuric acid, 8 drachms;
tincture of opium, 2 drachms; compound tincture of bark, 1 ounce; water, 61
ounces. Mix; two tablespoonfuls every four hours.

8. Castor-oil, 2 ounces ; tincture of opium, 1 ounce. Mix by shaking ; a table-
spoonful night and morning while the bowels are loose.

4, Powdered opium, 3 to 2 grains; prepared chalk, 5 to 10 grains; catechu, 5
grains ; powdered ginger, and powdered caraways, of each 1 to 8 grains. Mix, and
form it into a pill with syrup, and give every three hours.

ANTISPASMODICS.

Antispasmodics, as their name implies, are medicines which are intended to
counteract excessive muscular action, called spasm, or, in the limbs, cramp.

1. Antispasmopic MrxTurE.—Laudanum and sulphuric sether, of each 1 to
1 drachm ; camphor mixture, 1 ounce. Mix, and give every two hours till the
spasm ceases.

2. Axtispasmonic INsEcrioN.—Laudanum, sulphurie ether, and spirit of
turpentine, of each 1 to 2 drachms; gruel, 3 to 6 ounces. Mix.

APERIENTS.

ApERIENTS, Or purges are those medicines which quicken or increase the
evacuations from the bowels, varying, however, a good deal in their mode of
operation. Some act merely by exciting the muscular coat of the bowels to
contract ; others cause an immense watery discharge, which, as it were, washes out
the bowels ; whilst a third set combine the action of the two. The various purges
also act upon different parts of the eanal, some stimulating the small intestines,
whilst others pass through them without affecting them, and only act upon the large
bowels ; and others, again, act upon the whole canal. There is a third point of
difference in purges, depending upon their influencing the liver in addition, which
mercurial purgatives certainly do, as well as rhubarb and some others, and which
effect is partly due to their absorption into the circulation, so that they may be
made to act by injecting into the veins, as strongly as by actual swallowing and
their subsequent passage into the bowels. Purgatives are likewise classed, according

c ;
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to the degree of their effect, into laxatives acting mildly, and drastic purges acting
very severely.

1. Strone APERIENT Borus.— Calomel, 4 grains; jalap, 14 to 20 grains.
Linseed meal and water, enough to make one or two boluses, according to size.

2. A Goop AreriENT Borus.—Blue pill, ; scruple; compound extract of
colocynth, 1 scruple; powdered rhubarb, 5 grains; oil of aniseed, 2 drops. Mix,
and give to a large dog, or divide into two or three for medium-sized or smaller
ones.

3. Castor Orr Mixture.—Castor oil, 7 pint; laudanum, j ounce; oil of
aniseed, 1 drachm; olive oil, 2 ounces. Mix, and give one, two, or three table-
spoonsfuls, according to the size of the dog.

4. PurcaTive Insecrion.—Castor oil, 7 ounce; spirit of turpentine, 2
drachms ; gruel, 6 to 8 ounces. Mix.

ASTRINGENTS

Cause contraction in those living tissues with which they come in contact,
whether in the interior or exterior of the body ; and whether immediately applied
or by absorption into the circulation. They are divided into astringents adminis-
tered by the mouth, and those applied locally to external ulcerated or wounded
surfaces,

1. AsTRINGENT BoLus USEFUL 1IN DiaBETEs oR HEMorRRHAGE.—Powdered
opium, 2 to 8 grains; gallic acid, 4 to 6 grains; alum, 5 to 10 grains; powdered
bark, 10 grains; linseed meal, enough to form a bolus, to be given to a large dog
(or divided for a small one) two or three times a day.

2. ASTRINGENT WASHES ForR THE EyEs.—Sulphate of zine, 5 to 8 grains;
water, 2 ounces. Mix.

Or, goulard extract, 1 drachm ; water, 1 ounce. Mix.

Or, nitrate of silver, 2 to 8 grains; water, 1 ounce. Mix, and drop into the
eyes with a quill; or wine of opium to be dropped into the eye.

3. Wasu ror THE PEnis.—Sulphate of zinc, 6 to 10 grains; water, 1 ounce.
Mix.

Or, chloride of zinge, 3 to 11 grains ; water, 1 ounce. Mix.

4, AstriNGENT OINTMENT For Pires.—Gallic acid, 10 grains; goulard
extract, 15 drops; lard, 1 ounce. Mix.

BLISTERS

Require great care in their application to the skin of the dog, and should never
be used without a muzzle, which may only be removed during feeding time. Before
applying them, cut off the hair with scissors from the part to be blistered.

1. OrpiNARY BrisTER FOrR PUrposEs oF COUNTER-IRRITATION.—Powdered
cantharides, 3 ounce ; Venice turpentine, 6 drachms; lard, 3 ounces. Mix, and rub
in with the hand.

2. SWEATING APPLICATION FOR ENLARGED GrowrHS.—Red iodide of mercury,
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1 drachm ; lard, 1 ounce. Mix; rub’in a little every day till a watery discharge is
produced, then desist for a day or two; and repeat as often as necessary.
3. Tincture of iodine, 1 ounce. Paint on some of the tincture every day till
a sufficient effect is produced.
CAUSTICS

Are substances which burn away the living tissues of the body, by the decom-
position of their elements. They are of two kinds, viz., first, the actual cautery,
consisting in the application of the burning iron, and called firing ; and, secondly,
the potential cautery, by means of the powers of mineral caustics such as potash,
lunar-caustie, corrosive sublimate, &c.

Firing is seldom practised on the dog, but sometimes it may be had recourse
to with advantage, when a very thin iron must be used. The red-hot iron is also
sometimes needed to stop bleeding from warts in the mouth removed by the knife ;
or in a similar way for piles.

Strong Sorrp Causrics are as follows:—

1. Fusep Porass.—Difficult to manage, because it runs about in all directions,
and little used in veterinary medicine.

2. Lu~nar CAvsTIc, OR NITRATE OF SILVER.— Very valuable to the veterinary
surgeon. It should always be kept at hand in the portable wooden case made
specially for it.

3. BLur StoNE, oR SULPHATE oF CorPErR.—May be handled safely, and no
case therefore is required, When used, it should be freely rubbed into the part
affected. It is valuable for unhealthy sores, &e.

4. CorrOSIVE SUBLIMATE is only required to remove warts, but can seldom be
trusted to any but a practised surgeon.

CORDIALS

Are medicines which act as warm temporary stimulants, augmenting the
strength and spirits when depressed, and often relieving an animal from the
ill-effects of over-exertion.

1. CorpiaL Barrs.—Powdered caraway seeds, 1 to 11 drachms; ginger, 20 to
40 grains; oil of cloves, 3 to 8 drops. Mix, and give 10 grains for a dose.

2. CorpiaL DreENcH.—Tincture of cardamoms, 1 to 1 drachm ; sal volatile, 15
to 80 drops ; infusion of gentian, 3 to 1 drachin ; camphor mixture, 1 ounce. Mix.

DIURETICS

Are medicines which promote the secretion and discharge of urine, the effect
being produced in a different manner by different medicines ; some acting directly
upon the kidneys by sympathy with the stomach, while others are taken up by the
blood-vessels, and in their elimination from the blood cause an extra secretion of
the urine. In either case their effect is to diminish the watery part of the blood,
and thus promote the absorption of fluid effused into any of the cavities, or into
the cellular membrane, in the various forms of dropsy.
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1. DrvrEric Borus—Nitre, 6 grains; digitalis, 1 to 1 grain; ginger,
4 grains. Linseed meal and water to form a bolus, which is to be given night
and morning.

2. DiurEeric AND ALTERATIVE.—Iodide of potassium, 3 grains; nitre, 4 grains;
digitalis,  grain; extract of gentian, 5 grains. Mix, and give twice a day.

EMETICS

Are sometimes required for the dog, though not so often as is commonly sup-
posed. Vomiting is a natural process in that animal, and seldom wants provoking ;
indeed, if emetics are often had recourse to, his stomach becomes so irritable that
neither medicine nor food will remain on it; hence their administration should be
carefully kept within the bounds of absolute necessity.

1. Srrone Emrrrc.—Tartar emetic,  to 1 grain; powdered ipecacuanha, 4 to
5 grains, Mix, and dissolve in a little water, to be given as a drench; and to be
followed by half a pint of lukewarm water in a quarter of an hour.

2. Common Sarr EmETic.—A teaspoonful of salt and half this quantity of
mustard are to be dissolved in half a pint of warm water and given as a drench.

EXPECTORANTS

Excite or promote a discharge of mucus from the lining membrane of the
bronchial tubes, thereby relieving inflammation and allaying cough.

1. ExprcroraNT Bownus. — Ipecacuanha powder, 1 to 1% grains; powdered
rhubarb, 1 to 3 grains; compound squill pill, 1 to 2 grains; powdered opium, § to
1 grain. Linseed meal and water enough to make a bolus, to be given night and
morning.

2. Ipecacuanha powder, and powdered opium, of each a grain. Confection
enough to make a pill, to be given every six hours.

3. AN ExpEcroraANT MIXTURE ¥FOoR CHRONIC Coueu.—Friar's balsam,
10 to 15 drops; syrup of poppies, 1 drachm; diluted sulphuric acid, 5 to
10 drops; mucilage, 3 ounce; water, 3 ounce. Mix, and give two or three
times a day.

4. Ax ExpecroraNT 1¥ RECENT CoueH.—Tincture of lobelia, 10 to 15 drops;
almond emulsion, 1 ounce; extract of conium, 2 to 8 grains ; ipecacuanha wine, 5 to
10 drops. Mix, and give two or three times a day.

LINIMENTS OR EMBROCATIONS

Are applied to the skin for the purpose of producing counter-irritation, and
are specially useful in chronic rheumatism, colic, &c. The most generally useful is
the following :—

Laudanum, liquid ammonia (strong), spirit of turpentine, soap liniment, of
each % ounce. Mix,
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FEBRIFUGES.

Fever medicines are given to allay fever, which they do by increasing the secre-
tions of urine and sweat, and also by reducing the action of the heart.

1. FeprirueE Pinn.—Calomel, 1 to 3 grains ; digitalis, 3 grain; nitre, 8 to 5
grains. Confection to form a pill, to be given every night.

Or, 2. Nitre, 3 to 5 grains ; tartar emetic, 1 grain. Confection to form a pill,
to be given night and morning.

8. Fever MixturE.—Nitre, 1 drachm; sweet spirits of nitre, 3 drachms;
mindererus spirit, 1 ounce; camphor mixture, 63 ounces. Mix, and give two table-
spoonfuls every six hours.

OINTMENTS

Are greasy applications, by means of which certain substances are brought
into contact with the vessels of the skin.

1. Maxce OintMENT.—Green iodide of mercury, 1 drachm; lard 1 ounce.
Mix, and rub in a small quantity every other day to the parts affected.

N.B.—Not more than a quarter of the body shounld ever be dressed at omne
time. Care should be taken to avoid leaving any superfluous ointment on the
surface of the body.

2. DicesTivE OiNnTMENT.—Red vprecipitate, 1 ounce; Venice turpentine,
11 ounces ; bees’ wax, § ounce; lard, 2 ounces. Mix.

STOMACHICS

Are given to increase the tone of the stomach in particular.

1. SromacHic Prin.—Extract of gentian, 5 grains ; powdered rhubarb, 2 grains,
Mix, and give twice a day.

2. Sromacuic Dravenr.—Tincture of cardamoms, 3 drachm; compound
infusion of gentian, 1 ounce; tincture of ginger, 5 drops. Mix, and give twice
a day. '

STYPTICS.

Styptics are remedies which have a tendency to stop the flow of blood either
from internal or external surfaces. They are used either by the mouth, or to the
part itself in the shape of lotions, &c. ; or the actual cautery, which is always the
best in external bleeding.

1. InTERNAL STYPTIcS—FOR BrOODY URINE, OR BLEEDING FROM THE LUNGS.
—Superacetate of lead, 12 to 24 grains; tincture of matico, 3 to 1 ounce; vinegar,
2 drachms ; water, 7 to 73 ounces. Mix, and give two tablespoonfuls two or three
times a day to a full-sized dog.

TONICS

Augment the vigour of the whole body permanently, whilst stimulants only act
for a short time. They are chiefly useful after low fever.
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1. Tox1c Prurs.—Disulphate of quinine, 1 to 3 grains; ginger, 2 to 8 grains.
Extract of gentian, enough to form a bolus, to be given twice a day.

2. Tow1c Mrxrure.—Compound tincture of bark, 1 ounce ; decoction of yellow
bark, 7 ounces. Mix, and give two tablespoonfuls twice or thrice a day.

3. DistempEr Tonic.—Aromatic spirit of ammonia, 1 drachm; decoction of
yellow bark, 1 ounce ; compound tincture of bark, 1 drachm. Mix.

WASHES OR LOTIONS.

1. Maxce Wasr.—Calvert’s carbolic wash diluted with twenty times its bulk
of water, and rubbed into the roots of the hair in red mange.

2. Brsuor’s Mance LotioN is a preparation of lime, &ec., which is said by
good judges to be extremely successful in curing mange, and especially red mange.
It is at all events not likely to be injurious.

‘WORM MEDICINES.

1. Areca nut powdered, of which 2 grains for every pound the dog weighs is
the dose, for worms generally.

2. Santonine is the remedy for round worm. Dose for the average dog, 3
grains in a pill.

3. Spirit of turpentine, 1 to 4 drachms, to be tied up in a piece of bladder and
given as a bolus in obstinate cases of tape worms.

4. MALE FERN.—Root, 1 to 3 drachms; oil, 10 to 80 drops, in tape worm.

CHAPTER IIL
ADMINISTRATION OF REMEDIES.

- e Ra
e

¢E@ ITHOUT some little patience and a knowledge of the temper of the
%) J@i‘ﬂ dog, it is often very difficult to administer physic in any shape. A
NS la.rge powerful animal, of a savage temper, is scarcely to be controlled
‘\ even by his keeper ; but any dog of less than 40lb. or 50lb. weight is

8 within the power of a resolute man, especially with his hands properly
guarded by gloves.

In giving a pill or bolus to a small dog, he should be gently taken into the lap
of the operator, or left in that of his attendant, then laying hold of the space
between the canine teeth and the molars on each side with the thumb and forefinger
of the left hand, the mouth is forced open, and the pill dropped into the throat by
the other hand, following it rapidly with the forefinger and pushing it down as far
as the finger will reach. The mouth is then kept shut for a second or two until the
pill has had time to reach the stomach.
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A large dog must be backed into a corner, then stride over him, and put a
thick cloth into his mouth. The ends of this should be brought together over his
nose, and held with the left hand. An assistant then lays hold of the lower jaw
with the aid, if necessary, of another cloth, and wrenches the jaws apart, the right
hand of the operator pushes the pill or bolus down the throat, taking care, as

before, to keep the head up with the jaws closed for a short time. The mode of
drenching is either to pour the fluid down, using the cheek as a funnel, as shown
in the engraving, or to open the mouth as for a bolus, and pour it down the throat
by means of a small sauce ladle, or a soda-water bottle. The mouth must be shut
directly the fluid is received, to enable the dog to swallow it.

(TaeoX,)
TEEI




BOOK TIII.

THE ORDINARY DISEASES OF THE DOG AND
THEIR TREATMENT.
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CHAPTER 1.
FEVERS.

Bt 7 P

SIMPLE EPHEMERAL FEVER.

N the Dog, simple fever is merely a condition in which there is first a
chilliness, accompanied by actual increase of surface heat, and quick
respiration and pulse; then loss of appetite and diminished secretion of
urine, with frequently costive bowels; and, finally, a tendency to con-
gestion in the mucous membrane of the lungs or nostrils, or of some

other internal organ, but generally of the lungs and nose, producing cough and

running at the nose and eyes. The febrile symptons usually run a short course,
seldom going beyond three days, but the congestion of the mucuous membrane often
remains much longer.

In the first place, complete rest should be accorded; next, a dose of aperient
medicine, with calomel, in the following shape, will generally be advisable, as it will
clear away any sources of irritation which may exist: Calomel, 2 to 4 grains; jalap -
in powder, 10 to 15 grains; ginger, 1 grain—mix. The dose will be in proportion
to the size and strength of the dog, giving one-half or a quarter to a small one, or
to a young puppy. When this has operated, with the assistance of some gruel,
very little more will be necessary under ordinary circumstances, and in a few days
the dog will be well.

SIMPLE EPIDEMIC FEVER, OR INFLUENZA.

This species of fever is closely allied to the preceding variety in everything but
the cause, which, instead of being exposure to cold, is some peculiar condition of
the air, to which the name epidemic is given, in order to conceal our ignorance, for
it is really only giving a name and nothing else. The term influenza is precisely
similar, both only signifying the peculiar and general prevalence of the complaint,
and not defining its nature or its cause. The latter term is, however, applied more
especially to epidemic catarrh, which is the form we are now comsidering. As the
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symptoms are very closely similar to those of simple cold, or ephemeral fever, it is
unnecessary to repeat them; mnor is the treatment in the first stage at all different.
But as the cough and running seldom disappear without some extra care and
attention, it does not always do to trust to nature here for a cure. Lowering
medicines and diet after the first few days are not at all successful; and, on the
other hand, warm expectorants, with tolerably good and nourishing slops, will be
found to answer the best. The expectorant bolus, No. 1, may be given night and
morning with advantage. As soon as the cough and running at the nose have some-
what subsided, and before exercise is allowed, the bark mixture (Tonic No. 2) may
be given; and only when the strength and splnts are so recruited as to warrant the
supposition that the health is greatly restored is the dog to be allowed exercise,
and then only at first with great caution. It is often the case that a premature
exposure to air and excitement brings on a relapse, and especially when the
lungs are at all implicated either in their substance or mucous membrane. A
human patient can be taken out in a carriage, but dogs, unless they are great pets,
are seldom allowed that indulgence; and hence the necessity for the above precaution.

DISTEMPER.

Distemper may be defined as a feverish disease, always marked by rapid loss of
strength and flesh, in proportion to the severity of the attack. It may occur at any
period of life, and even more than once in the same individual; it is, however,
generally met with in the puppy, and in most cases the dog is afterwards exempt.
The essence of the disease appears to consist in a poisoned state of the blood,
which may be either produced by contagion or by putrid emanations from filthy and
overcrowded kennels; and it is from the efforts of nature to throw off this poison
that the various symptoms are produced by which we know the disease. These
symptoms differ according to the peculiar constitution of each dog, and to the state
of the air and other causes which produce them. Hence it is usual to speak of
distemper as either simple or attended with certain complications in the head, chest,
belly, &c. But, although they are all essentially the same disease, these variations
may be conveniently described as—1st, Mild Distemper; 2nd, Head Distemper;
8rd, Chest Distemper ; 4th, Belly Distemper ; and 5th, Malignant Distemper.

In Mild Distemper there are in almost all cases the following symptoms, which’
also show themselves in the other kinds, with the additional symptoms peculiar to
each. The first thing noticeable is a general dulness (particularly shown in the
eyes), accompanied by a dislike to play or take any kind of exercise, and by a want
of appetite. Soon there appears a short cough, attended by a disposition to sneeze ;
and the dog often seems as if he hardly knew which of these acts to do first. The
cough and sneezing are seldom heard while the dog is quiet, but when he is brought
out of his kennel into the air, and particularly after he begins to play or run about,
the mucous membrane is irritated and the coughing is set up, either by itself or
alternately with sneezing. There is some slight thirst, a warm dry nose generally
(but not invariably), a disordered state of the bowels, which may be either confined
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or relaxed, and a scanty secretion of high-coloured urine. In a few days the dog
loses flesh and strength to a great extent, but then gradually recovers.

Head Distemper commences in the same way as the mild form, but the cough
or sneezing is very slight, and sometimes there is not a vestige. On separating the
eyelids, the whites are seen to be covered with blood-vessels loaded with dark blood,
and a strong light seems to give pain. This kind of distemper is often indicated,
soon after its commencement, by a fit, lasting a short time, and leaving a state of
torpor from which the dog can with difficulty be aroused. If the brain is not
relieved, the fits recur at short intervals, and the stupor increases, until the dog
becomes quite insensible, and dies in a violent convulsion.

Chest Distemper appears to be an extension downwards into the chest of the
irritation which produces the cough. It there generally sets up the kind of inflam-
mation known as bronchitis, together with which, however, there is often inflamma-
tion of the substance of the lungs (prewmonia), or even of the external surface
(pleurisy).

Distemper of the Belly is too often the result of mismanagement, produced
either by the abuse of violent drugs or by neglect of attention to the secretions for
some time previously. In the former case the bowels become very relaxed at the end
of a week or ten days from the first commencement of a case of mild distemper, and
then there is a constant diarrheea, soon followed by the passage of large quantities
of blood. This may be quite black and pitchy when it comes from the small
intestines, or red and florid where the lower bowels are affected. Sometimes these
symptoms appear of themselves, but generally they result from calomel or other
violent medicines. When there has been neglect, and the bowels have been allowed
to become confined, while at the same time the secretion of bile has been checked, a
most dangerous symptom, known as  the yellows,” shows itself, the name being
given in consequence of the skin and white of the eyes being stained of a yellow
colour, from the presence of bile. This may occur without distemper, and then it is
not so fatal; but when it comes on during an attack of this disease it is almost
invariably followed by death.

Malignant Distemper may come on at first, the dog attacked being as it were
at once knocked down by the severity of the poison; or it may show itself at the
end of a week or ten days from the first commencement. It may follow either of
the four kinds already described, being marked by an aggravated form of the
symptoms peculiar to each; but there are some additional evidences of the poisoned
state of the blood, which show themselves in the four stages into which the disease,
when well marked, divides itself. These stages are—1st, incubation, during which
the disease is, as it were, hatching or brewing ; 2nd, reaction, when nature is working
herself up to throw off the poison; 8rd, prostration, following these efforts ; and 4th,
convalescence, wherein the constitution recovers its usual powers. In a well-marked
case of malignant distemper these four stages average about a week or ten days
each ; and it is important to ascertain their existence, inasmuch as the treatment
proper to each varies very considerably. The period of incubation is known by the
symptoms described as common to mild distemper, as well as to the other kinds;
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but, in the malignant form, the strength is lost much more rapidly, while the
appetite is almost entirely absent, and the secretions are very much disordered.
During the reaction, the pulse becomes quick and hard, the breathing is much
hurried, and is often much quicker than the pulse without the existence of any inflamma-
tion. This is very important to notice, as, when such is the case, any lowering
measures are highly improper ; but, on the other hand, the pulse may be very high
and strong, and the breathing laboured, which, together with other unmistakable
evidences afforded to the practised ear, prove the existence of inflammation, and
require energetic and lowering treatment. At this time, also, are developed those
dangerous affections of the brain, bowels, or liver, to which I have before alluded.
When the stage of prostration sets in the whole system is thoroughly reduced, the
dog is so weak that he is unable to stand, his appetite is often entirely gone—so that
he must be drenched if he is to be kept alive; his gums, tongue, and teeth are
coated with a black fur, and his breath is highly offensive. At this time an eruption
of the skin generally shows itself, sometimes consisting in mere purple spots, in
others of small bladders filled with yellow matter, but most frequently of bladders,
varying in size from a pea to half a hen’s egg, and containing matter more or less
stained with purple blood, or occasionally blood alone. This eruption is thickest
on the skin of the belly and inside of the thighs, but sometimes it extends to the
whole body. It is a favourable sign, taken by itself, though it generally
attends upon severe cases. In the comwvalescence from malignant distemper, health
gradually returns ; but without the greatest care in all respects a relapse is very apt
to occur, and is then generally fatal.

To distinguish these several forms of distemper-from the diseases which most
nearly resemble them, it is chiefly necessary to bear in mind that the peculiarity of
distemper, especially in its malignant form, is the rapid tendency to loss of strength
and flesh which accompanies it. Thus a common cold with cough is attended with
slight feverishness, languor, loss of appetite, &c., but it may go on for several days
without the dog losing much flesh, and with a very partial loss of strength. So,
also, with ordinary diarrhcea ; it is astonishing how severe an attack is required to
reduce a dog in anything like the same degree which a few days’ distemper will
effect. In diarrheea the dog gets thin, it is true, but he does not become the living
skeleton which distemper produces ; nor does he lie exhausted in his kennel, utterly
unable to rise from his bed, and obliged to be supported in order to relieve himself.
The same may apply to simple inflammation of the lungs, which may be treated
most energetically by bleeding and lowering medicine with good effect, and without
knocking the dog off his legs; while in chest distemper, even though the local
symptoms are apparently as severe, a treatment one-half as energetic will be fatal
from the exhaustion following upon it.

The sequels of distemper should also be alluded to, as consisting of chorea,
commonly called “the twitch,” and a kind of palsy, known as “the trembles.”
Both are produced by some obscure mischief done to the brain or spinal marrow in
the course of the disease, and they generally follow the kind which I have described
as head distemper. Chorea may be known by a peculiar and idiotic-looking drop
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in one fore-quarter when the dog begins to move, so that he bobs his head in a very
helpless way. Sometimes the twitch is slight and partial, at others it is almost
universal ; but it always goes off during sleep. Shaking palsy affects the whole
body, and is far more rare than chorea, which is fortunate, as I believe it to be
incapable of cure.

The treatment of the several forms and sequels of distemper must always be
conducted upon the acknowledged principle that this is a most debilitating disease,
and that any very lowering measure must be avoided, if possible. On the other
hand, inflammation is always to be feared attacking either the brain, lungs, or
bowels ; and as bleeding and other remedies of a simiiar tendency form the most
active means for getting rid of inflammation, there is often left to the person in
charge only a choice between two dangers. Two things, therefore, are to be
attended to in the general treatment. ‘1st. Not only to avoid lowering the system,
but also in bad cases to support it by good diet, as far as is consistent with the
avoidance of the encouragement to inflammation. 2nd. To take especial care that
inflammation does not go far enough to destroy life, or to leave such organic change
in the brain or lungs as shall render the dog useless for the purposes to which he
is designed. This requires some experience in practice, though in theory it is simple
enough ; and, indeed, one is sometimes obliged to blow hot and cold at the same
time, lowering the dog with one hand and propping him with the other. It must
always be remembered, also, that this is a disease which has a natural tendency to
recovery, its essence being an effort of the powers of the system to throw off a poison
in the blood. Hence nature requires to be aided, not opposed ; and that man will
succeed the best in the long run who interferes the least with her operations. With
these preliminary observations I shall proceed to give special directions for the
treatment of each form.

1. GenErAL TREATMENT.—In the early stage give a mild dose of aperient
medicine, such as castor oil and syrup of poppies in equal proportions ; or, if the
liver is not acting, calomel and jalap. It is always better, however, to avoid giving
calomel if there is plenty of bilein the evacuations. After the early stage is gone
by, give nothing in the shape of medicine, but keep the kennel dry, clean, and airy,
but warm. Change the litter frequently, and avoid exercise till the cough and
running at the eyes have entirely ceased. For several days the diet should consist
of nourishing broths, thickened, when there is diarrheea, with flour, rice, or arrow-
root ; or, if the bowels are confined, with oatmeal. If there is little water passed,
give every night (as a drench) five or six grains of nitre, with half a teaspoonful of
sweet spirits of nitre.

2. HEap DISsTEMPER requires very energetic local treatment in addition to
that recommended above. From four to eight leeches may be applied to the inside
of the ears, washing the part well with milk and water first. Then put in a seton
to the back part of the neck, first smearing the tape with blistering ointment. If
the head is very much affected apply cold water to it by means of a wet cloth, or
if that is not allowed, by the watering-pot. Calomel and jalap must be given to act
on the liver and bowels, and a pill (consisting of half a grain to one grain of tartar
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emetic) two or three times a day. As soon as the urgent symptoms have dis-
appeared, the dog often requires supporting with beef tea and tonmics, as described
in No. 5.

8. CrEsT DisTEMPER must be met with bleeding if there is evidence of inflam-
mation ; but if not, it is better to avoid such a lowering measure, and trust to
antimony or ipecacuanha. Mix one grain of either of these with half a grain of
opium, and give two or three times daily. If there is long-continued mischief,
apply a blister to the chest, or rub in mustard mixed with vinegar. When the
breathing is more rapid than the pulse, stimulants will be required, such as the bark
and ammonia mixture in No. 5.

4. DisTEMPER OF THE BELLY, attended with purging, requires the immediate
use of astringents, of which opium is the best. There is nothing better than the
following mixture. Take of prepared chalk 2dr., mucilage of acacia 16z., laudanum
loz., tincture of ginger 2dr., water 5%0z. Of this give from a dessert-spoonful to
a tablespoonful every time the bowels are relaxed. The diet should be almost
entirely of boiled rice, flavoured with milk or broth, and if there is much thirst
rice-water only should be allowed. On the other hand, where there is a confined
state of the bowels, which is generally attended with “the yellows,” calomel,
rhubarb, and aloes are the only remedies to be relied on. Take of calomel 3gr. to
5gr.; rhubarb and aloes of each 5gr. to 10gr.; mix, and form into a bolus with
water, and give twice a day till it acts freely. A turpentine enema may also be
administered, but this requires some practical skill to carry out. Should bile begin
to flow, there is still great care required to avoid checking the diarrheea on the one
hand, while on the other the exhaustion caused by it is often frightfully great.
Strong broths thickened with flour or rice must often be given by force, as the
appetite is generally much reduced in this disease. Where there is great exhaus-_
tion from diarrheea, arrow-root with port wine will be of use.

5. MarieNANT DIsTEMPER is less difficult to manage than that of the head, and
far less than “the yellows,” when complicated with the ordinary attack. The great
thing is to avoid reducing the system in the early stage, and to give at that time
only such remedies as are imperatively required. A mild dose of oil, as described
under No. 1, will be of service, after which the less done the better till the usual
weakness shows itself. In the interval it may be necessary to treat the case as one
affecting the head, chest, or belly, as described under Nos. 2, 3, or 4; but so soon as
the excessive exhaustion shows itself, there is no chance of recovery without resort-
ing to strong tonics and good food. For this purpose there is no remedy like port
wine, or bark and ammonia—the former of which may be given, mixed with an equal
part of water, and with the addition of a little spice, such as nutmeg or ginger. For
the latter, take of decoction of bark loz., aromatic spirit of ammonia 1dr., compound
tincture of bark 1dr. Mix and give twice a day to a large dog, or half the quantity
to a small one. The greatest care here is required to support the strength by
drenching the dog, if needful, with beef tea ; and, if the bowels are at all relaxed,
give the dog the astringent mixture ordered under No. 4. Clean straw, a warm,
dry kennel, and absolute rest, are also essential to recovery.
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6. CHOREA or PALsY may be treated by a change to country air if the puppy
has been in the town, and by giving from 8gr. to 5gr. of sulphate of zinc in a pill
every day. The eyes are best left to themselves; and, however bad they may
appear, they will generally recover their.brilliancy as the strength is restored. If
not, apply a wash composed of 2gr. or 8gr. of nitrate of silver dissolved in loz. of
distilled water, or the same proportions of the sulphate of zinc and water.

N.B.—The above doses are calculated for a full-sized dog. For their reduction
see the directions at the head of list of drugs at page8.

RHEUMATIC FEVER,

Or Acute Rheumatism, is a very common disease in the dog, though not very
generally attended to or described by writers on their complaints. It arises from
exposure to cold, when the dog has been overfed, and rendered unfit to bear its
attacks upon a system full of inflammatory matter. The pampered pet is the most
liable; but greyhounds and pointers which are highly fed, and sometimes not
sufficiently exercised, are also very liable to its approaches. In the dog rheumatism
is either confined to the muscular system or to the coverings of the spinal marrow,
which sometimes take on the rheumatic inflammation to such an extent as to cause
paralysis of the hind-legs. General rheumatic fever, or acute rheumatism, is
characterised by intense soreness of the surface, so that the dog shrinks on the
approach of the hand from fear of being touched. He will almost always retire to
some corner, and refuse to leave it on being called by his owner ; and if brought out
by force, he will stand and snarl at every hand ; and this is one of the best methods
of diagnosis with which we are acquainted. The treatment should be as follows:
First give a smart purge (1) or (2) in the list of aperients. After this has acted
give the following pill, or half of it, according to the size of the dog, three times
a day until the pain has abated: Calomel and powdered opium, of each 1 grain;
colchicum powder, 2 grains; syrup to form a pill. When the pain is gone, if the
bowels are not very relaxed, give a dose of castor oil; and during the whole continu-
ance of the pain use a warm anodyne embrocation, composed of laudanum, spirit of
camphor, and lig. ammoniz in equal proportions. This will act still better if the dog
is first put into a hot bath at 100 degrees of Fahrenheit, then dried well by a good fire,
and afterwards the liniment rubbed into the parts which are most full of pain. For
the more chronic forms, called kennel-lameness and paralysis of the hind-quarter
the warm bath and liniment may be used with the aperients, as above; but instead
of the calomel and opium, give one or two tablespoonfuls of the fellowing mixture
twice a day : Iodide of potassium, 1 drachm; sweet spirits of nitre, 3 drachms ;
nitre, 1} drachm; camphor mixture, 6 ounces. Mix. The diet in each case
should be low, all animal food should be taken away, and the dog fed upon
meal or rice according to the state of the bowels. It is a disease in great
measure the result of too stimulating a food, and a withdrawal of meat will go far
towards a cure, which, however, is seldom of long continuance when the disease has
become chronic.
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CHRONIC RHEUMATISM.

This generally receives a specific name according to the part attacked. Thus,
if it seizes on the muscles of the chest or shoulders, it is called

Kennen Lameness, or CHEST-FouNDER, which is the great bugbear of the
foxhound keunnel, and is produced in these animals from cold, after the extraordinary
fatigues which they undergo. When a hound is worn down by long-continued
exhaustion, and is then placed to lie in a damp or cold kennel, he is almost sure to
contract rheumatism, especially if he is fed upon stimulating food, which most
hounds are, in order to enable them to bear their labours. Thus, over-work and no
work at all alike engender the disease, but in a very opposite state; the former
producing an active fever of a rheumatic character, whilst the latter brings on a
more chronic and low kind, attended with great muscular stiffness, but not with
high fever.

Paravysis, or loss of power in the hinder extremities (improperly so called),
is another result of the low kind of rheumatic fever which comes on from long.
continued high feeding followed by cold; and it is exactly of the same character as
chest-founder, but confined to the hinder limbs instead of the shoulders. I have
said that it is improperly called paralysis, and my reason for this is, that it is not at
all analogous to other forms of paralysis, though there is temporary loss of power ;
but so ‘there is in all rheumatic conditions ; yet who would say that the poor
rheumatic subject, who can neither move hand nor foot, is suffering from paralysis.
Assuredly no one who understands the nomenclature of disease, because the essence
of paralysis is considered to be loss of power from disease in the nervous system ;
hence, when the loss is dependant upon want of tone in the muscles affected, it is
clearly a misnomer to apply the term paralysis.

The treatment of these local affections is often attended with little or no
advantage, but the following somewhat empirical remedy has been found to be
successful in many cases. At all events I know no more reliable remedy. It is called
the red herring recipe, and is as follows: Score a red herring with a knife and well
rub in two drachms of nitre; give every morning on an empty stomach, and keep
the dog without food for two hours after; at night give a drachm of camphor made °
into a ball. The herring may be mixed with a little broth and meal if he will not
eat it otherwise. Trimethylamine, which is obtained from a similar source, has
been recommended by Dr Richardson as superior to the red herring, The dose is
from 5 to 15 drops given in milk.
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CHAPTER IL
INFLAMMATIONS.

— e R

RABIES.

(IMPROPERLY CALLED HYDROPHOBIA.)

S,
2 OST MORTEM examination has not revealed with certainty the exact
seat of this disease, but there is little doubt that it is confined to the
spinal cord and base of the brain. It is admitted by the medical pro-
fession throughout Europe and America that no cure has yet been
- discovered for this terrible disease, and therefore it will only be
needful here to describe the symptoms, so that proper precautions may at once be
taken, when they appear, to prevent-the dog from communicating the disease by
his saliva, or, if he has already bitten man or animal, to stamp it out in the latter
case, or in the former to prevent the inoculation from taking effect by absorption.

The Hon. Grantley Berkeley has taken on himself of late years, with very little
experience of rabies, to resuscitate the long esploded fallacy that the rabid dog
may be distinguished from the animal whose brain is only attacked in an ordinary
way, by the fear of water, which the former, as he alleges, always displays. Every
modern authority is against him, yet he fearlessly recommends owners of dogs
which are attacked by madness of any form to run all sorts of risks so long as they
show no fear of water. He says they may handle such patients with perfect
impunity ; and as his name stands high with the multitude because of his position
in the world of sport, he is likely to mislead a good many into taking his advice.
My own experience is not much greater then his in true rabies, having only seen
three cases of it ; but, as far as it goes, it is dead against him, there being no fear
of water in either of the cases seen by me, but, on the contrary, a strong desire
and craving for it. In each case the disease was propagated from, and in two of
them both from and to, others; so that there could be no doubt of its being true
rabies. Still, I should lay little stress on so limited a number, and prefer to rest
the question on the general opinion of the medical profession, which, as I said
before, is unaminous on this point, and I shall therefore dismiss it as settled
without further discussion.

The symptoms of canine madness are very much the same in all cases, though
varying somewhat in their manifestations. The first and most marked is a change
of disposition and temper, so that the naturally good tempered dog becomes
morose and snappish, and those which are usually fondling in their manners are
shy and retiring. Sometimes the change is even so great that the usually shy dog
becomes bold ; but this is not nearly so common as the opposite extreme. Generally
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the rabid dog shows a warning of his coming disease by this change of manner for
several days before it breaks out with severity; though I have seen one well-
marked attack which began and ended in death within forty-eight hours. This
was in a Newfoundland dog, which I bought in perfect health to all appearance,
and shut up in order to accustom him to his new master for a week or ten days,
feeding him myself at the end of the first twenty-four hours, and observing no
change from the usual habits of a strange dog. On the ‘evening of the tenth day,
however, after he had appeared in very good spirits, and eaten his dinner from my
hand in the morning, he began to show signs of bad temper, and exhibited that
peculiar snapping at imaginary objects well described by Mr. Youatt. On the next
day he was in a highly rabid state, and died in the night after. When these
premonitory symptoms have lasted an uncertain time, varying from twenty-four
hours to three or four days, the dog begins to attack imaginary objects, and if real
ones are presented to him he will tear them savagely to pieces. He is now
exceedingly irritable, and wanders restlessly from place to place, having apparently
a strong desire to do something, but not caring what that is, so that he is not
quiet. If he is confined by a chain he will try and gnaw it to pieces; and if
vestrained by a door within narrow bounds he vents his fury upon that. In this
state he knows not the sensation of ordinary pain, but will bite a red-hot poker
presented to him exactly as if it were a cold one. As the disease advances water is
eagerly swallowed, but in his hurry the dog will generally upset his stock of that
fluid; and hence he is often thought to be unable to swallow, whilst all the time
he is burnt up with thirst, and will constantly imbibe it, if he can do so without
knocking over the vessel containing it in his haste. The. howls and groans are
generally peculiarly deep and melancholy, and -by them a mad dog i confinement
may often be recognised, though sometimes the patient is quite silent, and in that
state is said, in common language, to be ¢ dumb mad.” When at large, howerver,
no warning noise is made, and the dog seems only determined on a straightforward
trot. If he is interfered with in any way, and more especially if he is struck, he
will wreak his vengeance on the offender; but he seldom goes out of his way to do
a mischief, and will often pass through crowds of people without biting them ;
even if pursued and annoyed by cries and hootings, he takes no notice until he is
injured, and then more frequently endeavours to escape into solitude, than turn
upon his assailants. This desire to wander appears to me an instinctive attempt to
get rid of the disease by muscular action, and if indulged in quietly, T am inclined
to think that there might be some chance of a recovery; but as it would not be
wise to run the risk, the experiment can never be tried. The disease is evidently
caused by some poison, and, as in other cases, poisons are got rid of by some
extraordinary secretion, so I am lead to believe that the wearing down of the
muscular, and with it the nervous system by long-continued fatigue, is the natural
cure of the disease.

PrEVENTIVE MEASURES are the only ones of service in this complaint, which
if fully established, has hitherto been uniformly fatal in all animals attacked by it,
including man himself. When a bite has taken place, the best plan is to destroy
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the animal at once: for though excision may most probably prevent the occurrence
of the disease, no risk should be run. In man, immediate excision, followed by
caustic, should always be had recourse to, previously taking care to suck the wound,
with a mouth free from ulcers, to discover which put a little salt in the mouth,
when it will by its smarting show their existence, if there are any. It is supposed
that confinement is the cause of the disease; and I am strongly inclined to believe
that such is the case, as in those countries where dogs are suffered to be at large,
rabies is an unknown disease. A wooden caustic case, containing a pointed piece
of lunar caustic, is sold by all chemists, and should be carried in the pocket by
those who run any risk of a bite from a rabid dog.

The average time elapsing between innoculation and the appearance of the
disease is about two or three months. Ithas been known to break out in less than
three weeks; and, on the other hand, not till fully six months after the reputed
bite.

TETANUS

Is a disease very similar in its nature to rabies, but manifesting itself in spasms
of the muscles, rather than in general irritability of them. I have, however, only
seen one case in the dog, which was the result of a severe injury, and it is said to
be very rare indeed. No remedy seems to exert any power over it any more than
over rabies itself. Chloroform, by inhalation, might be tried; but I can scarcely
expect any good result in the dog, when its effects on the human being are so far
from satisfactory. :

TURNSIDE

Appears to be an inflammation of one side of the brain only, producing a ten-
dency to turn round in a circle, like “the gidd” of sheep. It is rather a rare
disease, and is easily recognised by the above characteristic sign. There is no
apparent constitutional disturbance, and the dog eats much as usual; but the
moment he attempts to walk he begins to turn round. In a case which I saw some
years ago, the dog recovered by the use of a seton, with purgatives, followed by
nitrate of silver, given three times a day in a pill, as follows :—

Nitrate of silver, carefully powdered, 2 grains; crumb of bread, enough to
make eight pills.

INFLAMMATIONS OF THE EYE.

The EvE is the seat of various inflammations, coming on from causes totally
distinct from one another. Thus, in distemper, there is generally an inflammation,
with discharge, and sometimes the inexperienced attendant will fear that the eye
will be lost; but if the dog recovers his strength, the eye, in almost all cases, is
restored also, and especially if it is not interfered with. If, on the other hand, an
attempt is made to apply remedies, with the intention of saving the sight, the effect
is the reverse of good, and the disease is aggravated so far as often to cause the
ulceration to extend through the cornea, and destroy the eye. In ordinary
ophthalmia, arising from cold, there is considerable injection of the vessels of the
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white of the eye, which becomes red and swollen. In this kind, if an ulcer appears,
it will often eat through the cornea, and the eye will be lost by a discharge of its
contents. Sometime, again, in a weakly young dog, there is a low kind of inflam-
mation, with great intolerance of light, and a discharge of watery fluid instead of
thick pus. This is strumous ophthalmia, and requires a very different treatment.
A third kind of ophthalmia, the rheumatic, is unattended by discharge ; the vessels
are deeply gorged, and the pain great. This, however, is a disease peculiar to old
dogs, and from that cause may generally be distinguished from the strumous, and
from the ordinary ophthalmia, by the absence of discharge. There is also an
inflammation, the result of accident, which sometimes destroys the eye rapidly, and
requires energetic treatment. The Treatment of ordinary ophthalmia should depend
upon its severity, which, if great, will demand bleeding and strong purgatives,
followed by a grain of calomel and opium two or three times a day. When an
ulcer appears,a wash should be used daily, consisting of the nitrate of silver in
solution, or the sulphate of zinc, according to the formulas given under Eye-washes.
In the strumous kind tonics are necessary, consisting of 1 grain of quinine and 8 of
hemlock, in a pill, three times a day. When the rheumatic form shows itself, a
brisk purge must first be given, and then the iodide of potassium should be adminis-
tered according to the formula at page 12. If this does not succeed, a seton may be
inserted in the neck.

CaTarAcCT consists in an opacity of the crystalline lems, for which nothing
can be done ; for although it might be removed by operation, the dog would still
be unable to see for want of the glasses, which, in the human subject, supply its
place. It may easily be recognised by the clear white pupil, which takes the place
of the ordinary dark centre of the organ.

Drorsy of the eye is only the result of chronic inflammation, and little can be
done to alleviate it, as the eye is almost always destroyed before the disease pro-
ceeds so far as to cause dropsy.

AmavuRrosTs, or paralysis of the nerve, is generally a sign of disease of the brain,
either produced by injury or from overfeeding. The dog is more or less blind
without the eye showing any change in form, and even at first being preternaturally
bright. But if the dog is watched, he is seen to be blind by his striking his head
against objects in his way, and by his timid mode of moving about. If the disease
is recent, the dog may possibly be cured by smart purgatives and a seton; but, n
most cases, very little benefit is experienced from these remedies. k

INFLAMMATIONS OF THE EAR.

DEearness often arises from severe cold, and may then be expected to disappear
as the dog recovers, but it is sometimes congenital, and when such is the case, no
remedies are of any avail. If it comes on after distemper, it will generally dis-
appear, or if it occurs from ordinary cold. Whenever it is obstinately persistent

for more than a fortnight, a seton in the neck is the best remedy, kept in for some
weeks.




28 THE DOGS OF THE BRITISH ISLANDS.

Canker of the ear is an eruption attacking the ear passage or external
ear, as the case may be, rather than a disease of the ear itself. According
to its seat, as above mentioned, it is termed external or internal, and then
requires very different treatment. Internal canker may be suspected when the
dog is seen to shake his head constantly without having any eruption on the
external ear to account for this habit. On looking into the ear passage, it will
generally be found to be full of yellow matter, bnt sometimes the membrane lining
is thickened, red, and dry. In either case it is inflamed, and requires local as
well as general treatment. A solution of nitrate of silver should be dropped into
the passage every other day, alternating its use with the green iodide of mercury,
which should be blown in without admixture with lard. The dog should be
physicked with a mild aperient, his diet should be reduced in quantity and quality,
and some boiled green vegetables should be added to it every other day. These
remedies generally effect a cure in a fortnight, unless the disease has extended
beyond the drum of the ear into the delicate structures of the interior, in which
case it is often incurable.

Exrtervan CAnker attacks the tips of the ears, producing a scabby sore, on
one or both, which is greatly aggravated by the dog continually shaking his head.
Hence it often requires a canvas cap to be tied om, so as to confine the ears,
without which, in bad cases, no remedy is effectual. The general treatment is the
same as for internal cankers, but the sores require touching with bluestone after
rubbing off the scales, and afterwards applying the ointment of green iodide of
mercury.

In very bad cases of either kind, when the system is in a very gross state,
6 or 8 drops of liquor arsenicalis should be added to the food twice a day,
proportioning the dose to small dogs accordingly. It should be continued for weeks
or even months, until it produces a redness of the white of the eye.

INFLAMMATION OF THE MOUTH.

The MourH is liable to inflammation from decayed teeth, or from the
collection of tartar about them. The only remedy is the removal of these causes of
irritation.

WarTs sometimes infest the mouth to a very troublesome extent. They must
be removed with scissors, and the bases should then be touched with a small red-
hot iron; or with lunar caustic, the former being simpler, and giving less pain, if
properly applied.

INFLAMMATION OF THE NOSE (OZENA).

The Nosk is sometimes attacked by inflammation of its lining membrane.
producing a stinking discharge, which the dog is constantly dropping about. A
solution of chloride of zinc (2 grains to the ounce of water) may be thrown up with
a syringe daily.
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INFLAMMATION OF THE SKIN.

Mance is the kennel term for several inflammations of the skin, whether acute

or chronic, the chief popular distinction from surfeit or blotch being, that it is
communicable from one to the other by contact—that is to say, that it is ““ catching.”
Hence, the sporting public exclude surfeit, blotch, &ec., from this definition, and only
include under the term mange those chronic eruptions which are capable of being
taken by one dog from another. There are, however, several distinct varieties,
which are not sufficiently deseribed; and every now and then I see-a fresh and
perfectly new form, so that I cannot give a complete epitome of them. Every
sportsman must know that when his dog has an eruption, the first question asked
is the following, namely, ¢ Is it mange, or not ? ” and to this it is not always easy"
to give a satisfactory reply. The following are, however, the forms of mange
which I have met with; but, as I said before, I am constantly meeting with a new
variety. .
1. VirvrEnT MANGE, in its more ordinary form, occurs most commonly in
utterly-neglected and large kennels, where dogs are suffered to remain in large
numbers together, in all their filth, and without exercise. It is seldom met with
elsewhere, but it is highly contagious. The skin is bare of hair in large patches,
but these are not in regular forms, being gradually shaded off into the hairy parts,
as if from scratching, and are nowhere quite free from hairs. It is dry and rough,
with a few oozing scabs here and there, and with inflamed creases, extending
wherever there is a fold. The eruption is generally confined to the back, bosom, and
inside of the thighs. The health is not much affected, but from the loss of sleep,
and constant irritation caused by the itching, there is sometimes some little fever.
An insect (acarus) is the cause of this form of mange, but my readers will be
none the wiser for reading its scientific name. The treatment consists in a gentle
dose or two of aperient medicine internally, and externally of the application of the
ointment of green iodide of mercury, which should not be rubbed in at one time
over more than one quarter of the body, for fear of absorption. In such virulent
cases, therefore, as extend to more than this extent of surface, a part should be first
anointed sparingly, taking care to leave no superfluous ointment on the coat but:
rubbing it till it has nearly or quite disappeared. With this precaution no
danger is to be apprehended from licking, as a small quantity does no harm to a
dog of average strength. By repeating the application every second or third day,
the most severe cases are soon cured, no remedy within my knowledge being so
certain in its operation. In case of failure, Bishop’s mange lotion may be used
mstead. It is sold by Messrs. Barclay and Son, Farringdon-street, London.

2. ManGE, wite THICKENING OF THE SKIN, appears to be more dependent on
constitutional disorder than the first variety, and for it the arsenical solution is
no doubt very valuable. In this disease the discharge is very offensive; the skin
is thick, and pouring out an irritating ichor, which occasions a constant and violent
itching ; the hair falls off, and the dog is continually scratching himself.
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The REMEDY for this state is a cooling diet, without any animal food of any
kind, and composed chiefly of potatoes and other vegetables. A smart purge may
be first given, and then the liquor arsenicalis in doses of from two to ten drops three
times a day, mized with the food, according to the size of the dog. If this dose
makes the eyes red, or stops the appetite, or occasions vomiting, it may be diminished
one-half; but the best plan in all cases is to begin with a full dose at first, and when
the desired effect is produced, gradually to diminish it. Less than two or three
months will seldom effect a cure, and green iodide ointment will often be required
to complete it.

3. Rep Mangg, is the most easily detected of all the varieties, because it
always shows itself by altering the colour of the hair, whether the dog is white or
not. If white, the hair becomes pink; and if brown or red, it is of a brighter
shade; while if black, it becomes reddish brown. It does not, however, fall off,
except from the constant scratching which takes place. There is no eruption visible,
but the skin is more red than natural.

The REMEDY is either the ointment of green iodide of mercury, which, however,
sometimes fails, or Bishop’s mange lotion wash above mentioned applied to the roots
of the hair with a stiff brush every other night. TLiquor arsenicalis should also be
given as above described.

BrorcH or SurrEIT is one of those skin diseases which is dependent upon
too gross a diet, and is not of a specific nature, that is to say, it is not caused by
contagion, nor by a parasitic insect. It begins with an irritation of the skin, which
causes the dog to be constantly scratching. On examination, there is a matted
mass of loose hair, as if some starch had been dropped on the coat; and when
this comes off, the skin underneath is red, and deprived of its cuticle, dis-
charging also a thin watery fluid. These patches occur chiefly on the back and
the inside of the thighs, and also on the scrotum, where they are very commonly
met with.

The TREATMENT consists in giving cooling and laxative medicines, with
starvation and plenty of exercise. This will almost always effect a cure. Locally
a piece of bluestone may be rubbed upon the sores, but they will not heal until the
constitutional foulness of blood has been relieved, after effecting which local
measures are seldom needed.

An Erurrion between the toes is also constantly occuring in sporting dogs ;
and it is precisely similar in its nature and cause, and also in the treatment.
Bluestone is almost invariably successful, if combined with purgation and starvation.
It generally requires to be well rubbed mto the roots of the nails, and also to the
clefts between the toes.

INFLAMMATION OF THE ORGANS OF RESPIRATION.

The LARrYNX, situated at the top of the windpipe, is not so often the seat of
acute inflammation as in man and the horse, but chronic laryngitis is by no means
unfrequent in the dog. Both are recognised by the hoarseness of the cough and
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bark, and by a rough sound in breathing, sometimes very audible at a short
distance ; and accompanied by a certain degree of increased quickness in respiration,
varying according to the intensity of the attack.

The TreEaTMENT will vary according to the acuteness and severity of the
disease; and if this is urgent, bleeding and emetics will be necessary, followed by
small doses of calomel, digitalis, and nitre, as preseribed at page 18. If, on the
other hand, the more common form of chronic laryngitis is developed, remedies of
a different nature must be adopted. A seton shounld be inserted in the throat,
and a good discharge from it promoted by the application of blistering ointment to
the tape. Iodide of potassium may generally be given in one, two, or three grain
doses, with five or six drops of ipecacuanha wine, and five grains of nitre three
times a day, mixed in a little water. When this has been given for a short time
without benefit, any of the warm expectorants given at page 12 may be tried; and
sometimes one, and sometimes another, will be of service. The dog, during the
continuance of this disease, must be kept rather low than otherwise, but not rigidly
starved, as 1s necessary in some inflammations of the respiratory organs, and should
have a fair allowance of walking exercise.

PxEumonia, or inflammation of the substance of the lungs, must be dis-
tingunished from pleurisy (inflammation of the pleura) and bronchitis, which, when
simple, is confined to the lining membrane ; but very commonly there is a combina-
tion of two out of three in the same attack.

All are characterised by fever, with quickened respiration and pulse; generally
there is cough, but not always; and in all cases there is great anxiety depicted in
the countenance. The following series of symptoms mark the difference between
the three forms of inflammation, whether acute or chronic:

SYMPTOMS OF ACUTE PLEURISY

ComMENCE with shivering, with slight spasms and sweats. Inspiration short,
unequal, and interrupted, as from pain; expiration full; air expired not hotter
than usual. Slight cough only, and without expectoration. Pulse quick, small,
and wiry.

The SteTHOSCOPE gives the usual respiratory murmur, accompanied with a
rubbing sound in the parts attached.

Prrcussion elicits at first little or no deviation from the natural sound; after
effusion has taken place there is a dull sound.

Disease TErMINATES in a gradual disappearance of the symptoms, or in the
effusion of fluid (pus or lymph).

SYMPTOMS OF CHRONIC PLEURISY.

InspiraTiON always deep; expiration short. Cough dry, sometimes with
expectoration ; frequently changing from dry to moist cough.
SreTHOSCOPE indicates an absence of respiratory murmur in the lower parts of
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the chest, and sometimes a gurgling noise. Strong respiratory murmur in the
superior portion of the lung, very often of one side only.

TERMINATES either by cure or by effusion and infiltration of the whole of the
-cellular membrane of the chest and belly, and sometimes of the scrotum and thighs:
at last the serum in the thorax presses upon the lungs till it causes suffocation.

SYMPTOMS OF ACUTE PNEUMONIA

ComMENCE with shivering, without spasms. Inspiration full ; expiration
short ; air expired hot, Nostrils red in the interior. Cough generally violent, with
expectoration of rusty mucus, not very profuse. Pulse quick, full, and soft.

The STETHOSCOPE gives a crackling sound in the early stage, followed by
increased dullness, and, finally, by crepitating wheezing.

PEercussioN gives after the first stage a dull return to the finger.

DisEasE TERMINATES in resolution, with cessation of the bad symptoms; or
in solidification, called hepatization ; or sometimes in abscess of the lung.

SYMPTOMS OF CHRONIC PNEUMONIA.

InspiraTioN and expiration both difficult and interrupted. Cough present,
but not frequent, and evidently avoided and suppressed. Expectoration rarely
profuse; sometimes absent.

SteTHOSCOPE indicates hepatization, from the entire absence of murmur,

Pzrrcussion also gives a very dull return to the fingers. Sometimes there is
a mucous rattle.

TERMINATES sometimes in resolution; or, if fatal, in a discharge from the
nostrils of purulent matter, coloured with blood, and often very fetid. The animal
never lies down at length, but sits up on his hind legs.

SYMPTOMS OF ACUTE BRONCHITIS

CoMMENCE also with shivering, followed by constant hard cough. Air
expired warm, but not so hot as in pneumonia. Inspiration and expiration both
full. Cough after a time attended with expectoration of mucus, at first sticky, soon
becoming frothy, and, finally, profuse and frothy. Pulse full and hard.

The STETHOSCOPE gives a soap-bubble kind of sound, with wheezing.

Percussion elicits nothing of consequence.

DiseasE TERMINATEs either by resolutionm, or by extention to the cellular
membrane, constituting pneumonia in combination with bronchitis.

SYMPTOMS OF CHRONIC BRONCHITIS.

Respiration free, but quicker than natural. Cough constant and intense,
evidently not restrained by fear of pain; sometimes to such an extent as to cause
soreness of the muscles of the belly.
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STETHOSCOPE gives a rattling sound, as of soap bubbles, with a great deal of
wheezing. i

PErcussIoN gives no result different from a state of health.

TERMINATES in resolution; or, if fatal, in an acccumulation of mucus, and
consequent suffocation. Until very near suffocation the dog will almost always lie
down ; whereas the contrary is the case in pneumonia.

The TreaTmENT will a good deal depend upon which of the above three con-
ditions is present, though not to such an extent as to be of very great consequence.
In pleurisy and pneumonia, bleeding will almost always be required in the early
stage, but not in bronchitis, which seldom is benefited by loss of blood. Blisters,
again, relieve pneumonia and bronchitis, but are actually prejudicial in pleurisy,
where the close relation between the vessels of the pleura lining the chest, and the
skin covering it, often causes the irritation of the latter to extend to the former,
and thus increase the mischief it was intended to relieve. With regard to internal
medicines, they are, fortunately, much the same in all three. Calomel and opium,
with or without digitalis and tartar emetic, will generally be useful; and in
bronchitis, rhubarb, opium, and ipecacuanha, as follows :—

Calomel and opium in powder, of each } to 1 grain ; tartar emetic, ; to 3 grain;
digitalis, 1 grain.

Confection enough to form a pill, to be given three times a day. Or,

Rhubarb powder, 2 grains; ipecacuanha powder, 3 to 1 grain; extract of
opium, % to 1 grain ; compound tincture of benzoin, 2 drops.

Mix, and form a pill, to be given three times a day.

‘When these remedies have had the desired effect of relieving the inflammation,
as evidenced by the breathing and pulse becoming slower, and by the dog being
able to lie down, if the pneumonia has been present, some one of the cough
mixtures or pills given in the chapter on drugs, under the head of Expectorants
will be found beneficial ; but it is generally difficult to say which of them will best
suit any particular case. A trial may be made of one for two or three days,and if
that fails, another should be substituted for it. The diet should be very low at
first, and afterwards only a milk and farinaceous omne, with vegetables, should be
allowed for some weeks. When dropsy of the chest supervenes upon pleurisy,
tapping has occasionally been had recourse to; but for sporting dogs it is wholly
useless, because the animal never recovers sufficient bodily powers to be of real
service in the field ; and it is only in pets whose lives are valued by their masters
or mistresses that this operation should ever be had recourse to.

CuronNic BronNcHITIS, WiTH SpAsM, usually known as spasmodic asthma, is
very common among ladies’ pets, who become overfed in consequence of the
kindness of their mistresses, and their blood vessels gorged with foul blood, when
spasm comes on with congestion of the mucous membrane of the large air-tubes,
causing that frightful panting for breath which is so distressing in the human
subject, and which even in the dog is by no means calculated to afford pleasure to
the spectator. A fat, pursy, and asthmatic old dog is a miserable object of pity,
and had far better be destroyed than suffered to live on in misery. The nose

F
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is dry and hot, the animal spirits are flagging; there is a distressing cough; and
exercise 1s followed by an aggravation of the symptoms.

The TrearmENT should be by giving nauseating doses of tartar emetic,
camphor, and henbane ; or of ipecacuanha with the two last, as follows :—

Ipecacuanha, 3 to 1} grains; camphor, 1 to 2 grains ; extract of henbane, 11
to 8 grains. Make into a pill, and give three times a day.

A Dblister or seton may be applied to the side, and low diet in small bulk
should be given ; but there is little chance of doing more than to relieve a dog
labouring under this complaint.

CongumprIiOoN, OR PHTHISIS, is a disease of the lungs, in which a peculiar
condition, called tubercle, is developed in them; and when aggravated by cold, or
often by the natural constitution of the dog, they become inflamed, are converted
into abscesses, and cause the death of the animal by constitutional fever (hectic),
and by the suffocation produced either by a vessel giving way, or by the quantity of
matter discharged into the air-passages. -The symptoms are very insidious, and
many dogs have them developed to a great extent before their owners take any
notice of their condition. Very little good can be effected by treatment, but some-
times cod-liver oil, with steel, will be of temporary service. In sporting dogs,
however, it is seldom that it is desirable to prolong life with this condition of the
system ; and it is never right to breed from dogs or bitches suffering under this
-disease, it being decidedly hereditary.

INFLAMMATION OF THE HEART i3 another of the diseased conditions which
attack the dog, generally from over-exertion in an unprepared state. There is
usually a very rapid action of the heart, with a strong bounding pulse, and
laborious breathing, unaccompanied by cough.

Thé TREATMENT is to be conducted upon lowering principles, with digitalis and
nitre, and blistering or a seton in the side.

INFLAMMATION OF THE ORGANS OF NUTRITION.

GAsTRITIS, or inflammation of the stomach, is either acute or chronic. Acute
gastritis is generally caused by poison administered wilfully, or by some similar
accidental circumstance, such as highly-seasoned food, &ec. There is constant
violent retching, with intense thirst, and apparently great pain. The nose is dry,
and the breathing quick ; no kind of food is retained on the stomach ; and the poor
wretch lies extended on the cold earth with his belly applied closely to it. There is
a constant desire to lick cold marble or irom; so as to cool the tongue, and cold water
is eagerly sought after.

The TrEATMENT chiefly consists in removing the sickness, which is best accom-

plished by calomel and opium, 1 grain of each ina pill twice a day.
v HEPATITIS, Or INFLAMMATION OF THE LIVER, is one of the most common of all
diseases to which the dog is subject. In the acute form it is the disease which is
characterised by the yellow skin and eyes, commonly called ¢ the yellows,” which in
sporting dogs is very commonly fatal. Acute hepatitis comes on from exposure to
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cold and wet, one or two days after which the dog is shivering and feverish, with a
small, hard, and wiry pulse, and a dry nose; there is generally obstinate costiveness,
and when the bowels are moved, the motions are white or slate-coloured and
entirely devoid of bile. If these symptoms are not soon alleviated, the inflamma-
tion goes on to destroy the substance of the liver, and the dog dies rapidly from
constitutional disturbance, arising chiefly from the want of depurating power of
the liver. To remove the inflammation, bleeding is sometimes necessary in the
early stage, but as it reduces the strength greatly, and as this is required to be kept
up during convalescence, it is always attended with danger. Calomel, with or
without opium, is the only medicine to be relied on in extreme cases, but when
there is time enough, podophyllin may be substituted for it. If there is mno
diarrheea produced by these drugs, opium may be omitted, but it must be added to
counteract that effect in sufficient doses. If the bowels are confined, a dose of
rhubarb and castor-oil may be given, mixing 10 grains of rhubarb with a tablespoon- -
ful of oil and a teaspoonful of syrup of poppies for a full-sized dog, and less, in pro-
portion, for a smaller one. Sometimes a blister must be applied to the side when
the inflammation runs very high ; and, in all cases, the mercury must be continued
until the motions acquire a natural colour, when the stomachic No. 2 may be given
and the mercury discontinued. Chronic hepatitis is a very different disease, and is
more frequently the result of bad general management than of cold. Want of
exercise is the usual cause, which has given the liver the work of the lungs. The
symptoms of chronic hepatitis are multiform, and no one can be depended upon
except the absence of bile in the fwces, which is an invariable sign, for no gland in
a state of chronic inflammation will be able to secrete good bile.

The TrEATMENT is to be conducted by rubbing into the region of the liver on
both sides the ointment of biniodide of mercury, together with castor oil and
rhubarb internally, in sufficient doses to keep the bowels gently moved. If the
mercurial ointment does not soon cause the bile to flow, it may be assisted by small
doses of blue pill or Plummer’s pill, added to the rhubarb and oil, and the stomachic
draught, No. 2, should be regularly administered in addition. If these means are
perseveringly continued, and the dog is regularly but gently exercised, with plain
farinaceous food, mixed with weak broth, the disease, unless very inveterate, will
generally subside, and if a free flow of bile is obtained little doubt need he felt of
the ultimate recovery.

" INFLAMMATION OF THE INTESTINES

May be said to be divided into four varieties, though one of them is more of a
spasmodic than of an inflammatory nature ; these are—first, peritoneal inflammation ;
secondly, colic, or inflammation and spasm of the muscular coat ; thirdly, diarrheea,

* or acute inflammation of the mucous coat ; and, fourthly, constipation, from chronic
inflammation of the same membrane.

1. Perironiris and ExTERITIS are merely different parts of the same mem-
brane inflamed; the former comprehending the peritoneum lining the abdominal
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walls, whilst the latter embraces the peritoneum covering the intestines. In
practice, there is very little difference between them, and the symptoms and treat-
ment are the same. It is a frightful disease, and soon runs its course to a fatal
termination ; beginning with shivering, cold legs, ears, and nose; breath hot;
pulse hard, quick, and small ; the expression is an anxious one, with a staring eye ;
the tail is pressed firmly against the anus, and there is intense tenderness of the
belly ; bowels generally costive, and urine scanty; tongue dry and rough; with
thirst and loss of appetite. As the disease advances all these symptoms become
aggravated, and very soon the dog dies, worn out with irritation and pain.

The TrEATMENT consists in full bleeding, with calomel and opium, of each a
grain every four hours. Blisters, or stimulating applications to the belly, and a
warm bath, will be beneficial in some few cases ; but whatever is done must be done
quickly, as the disease soon passes on to a fatal termination, if unchecked by
remedies.

2. Coric is very common in all kinds of dogs, and is partly of a spasmodic,
partly of an inflammatory nature. There is intense pain, coming on in paroxysms,
during which the dog howls with agony. Very often the attack is quite sudden,
and comes on after a full meal which has been eaten much as usual ; suddenly the
dog starts up, with something between a moan and a groan, and then lies down
again ; soon after there is another groan, and a shifting of the position, and then,
after an interval of rest, and perhaps sleep, there comes on a regular paroxysm of
pain, with violent howls, which soon, however, cease, only to be repeated at intervals,
varying in length according to the severity of the attack. The nose is not dry or
hot, the tongue is clean and moist, and the appetite even is not affected; pulse full
and soft, and not much quicker than natural. There is no tenderness of the belly,
and pressure seems to alleviate the pain, rather than to increase it.

The TrEATMENT consists of giving ether and laudanum internally, in doses of
from thirty to sixty drops of each, and a clyster of turpentine and laudanum, one
teaspoonful of each in a half a pint of gruel. The stimulating embrocation, page 12,
should be well rubbed into the bowels; and in bad cases a very hot bath may be
administered. "When the colic comes on in young dogs, the injection of turpentine
with landanum and a little ether will generally "suffice without any internal
medicine; but a dose of castor oil will almost always be necessary to carry off
the offending matter.

Sometimes colic is followed or attended by INTUSSUSCEPTION, in which one
contracted part of the bowel is driven into the expanded part below it. It cannot
be distinguished from colic, and the animal is sure to die, unless an operation is
performed to liberate the bowel ; which might be easily done if the disease could
be discovered with certainty ; but, unfortunately, this is not the case.

3. DiARRH®A, or DYSENTERY, comes on either from epidemic causes, or from
some irritating and improper food, or from too violent aperient medicine. Unless
there is an epidemic raging at the time, or the diarrhcea is clearly connected with
distemper, the treatment should generally commence with a dose of castor oil,
having with it a few drops of laudanum. If this is not enough to stop the purging,
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the anodyne mixture, No. 1, may be tried, and failing that, No. 2, adding more
laudanum to each dose, if necessary, up to any extent, for this medicine is well
borne by the dog in full doses. Rice-water is to be the only drink allowed ; and
arrowroot or rice the only food, flavoured with milk or weak mutton-broth. If the
dysentery is yery bad, an injection of laudanum and starch may be tried ; but it is
seldom retained, even for a minute or two, and unless mechanical pressure is kept
upon the anus by means of a towel, it is quite useless.

4. CosTIVENESsS is generally the result of chronic inflammation of the bowels,
or of the liver, by which their functions are impaired ; and when the former is
torpid, the healthy stimulus of the bile is not afforded. Dogs which are regularly
exercised are not very liable to costivemess, but those which are confined to the
house or to their kennels, are often terribly tormented by it, and suffer severely
from the consequences, including that painful affection, piles, to which the dog is
much subject. Very often the dog suffers very severe pain from the obstruction
afforded by pent-up feces, and is utterly unable to pass them until Nature has set
up an inflammation of the rectum, by which mucus is poured out, and the mass
comes away with much straining. The dog thus affected is almost mad with pain ;
he runs to and fro, rushes into odd corners, and shakes his head in the most odd
manner, and in this stage may very easily be mistaken for a ‘“mad dog;” but the
suddenness of the attack, and the mass of hardened fwmces easily felt in the flank
mark the difference between the two cases.

The TrEATMENT of costiveness should be by diet if possible, and the
substitution of oatmeal, with or without the addition of boiled green vegetables,
will generally effect this. If not sufficient, give a pill of rhubarb and ipecacuanha
—35 to 80 grains of the former, with  grain of the latter—at the time of feeding,
every day.

INFLAMMATION OF THE KIDNEY AND BLADDER.

InrLaMMATION OF THE KIDNEY is not very common in the dog, but it some-
times occurs from the use of turpentine as a vermifuge. Very rarely there is met
with in the kidney a formation of stone, called Renal Calculus, but no means can
be used to remove it, nor are there any symptoms which indicate its presence during
life.

INFLAMMATION OF THE BLADDER AND URETHRA is very usual in the dog, and
is marked by a discharge of yellow mucus from the end of the penis. This is the
result of high feeding generally, though sometimes it comes on from mechanical
irritation.

The TrEATMENT is to be conducted by giving saline aperients: sulphate of
magnesia, 7 to 1 ounce ; nitre, 10 to 15 grains ; water enough to dissolve. Mix, and
give twice a week.

Balsam of copaiba may be given in obstinate cases, in does varying from 4 to
15 drops, in a little mucilage ; but it seldom is retained on the stomach, and the
best chance is to give one or two of the capsules now commonly sold, which may be
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pushed down the throat. When the discharge is clearly in the sheath, a wash of
the sulphate of zime, as here prescribed, may be used. Sulphate of zine, 10 to 15
grains ; rose water, 1 ounce. Mix. '

CHOREA AND SHAKING PATLSY.

The former is almost always a sequel of distemper, and may be known by the
peculiar nodding of the head, or twitch of the fore-leg, which all dog owners must
have seen. Shaking palsy is a general agitation of the body, without the twitching
so characteristic of chorea. Chorea generally occurs as a sequel of distemper (see
page 19) ; but sometimes it appears without that combination. Iittle can be done in
either case; but nitrate of silver, in doses of ith of a grain, has sometimes effected
a cure of chorea. When the disease first comes on, a general tonic treatment should
be tried, the first principle being to improve the general health by good food and
fresh air, aided by stomachic medicines; and secondly, to give such strengthening
and tonic medicines as are likely to improve the tone of the nervous system. Fresh
country air is of the utmost consequence, and this alone will often dispel the attacks
of cherea; but when united to a liberal diet it is doubly.likely to be successful.
The puppy should have plenty of good milk, or, if that cannot be obtained, beef
tea or mutton broth, with oatmeal or wheaten flour added in proportion to the
looseness of the bowels. If these are confined, they must be acted on by castor oil
or thubarb and aloes, or some of the aperients which merely act without producing
much loss of strength. When the strength is somewhat improved by diet and
stomachics, sulphate of zinc, in doses varying from 2 to 4 grains three times a day,
may be given; or a grain or two of quinine, with 2 or 3 grains of extract of hemlock
in a pill, will be likely to be serviceable, but either must be used regularly for some
weeks in order to have a fair chance of success. By these means many bad cases
may be relieved, or perhaps nearly cured; but with sporting dogs, if the attack is
really severe, it is seldom that sufficient improvement is effected to make the dog
as efficient as before. Hence, in this instance it is perhaps better to destroy him,
than to persist in patching him up in a way which will only render him a burden
and disgrace to his master. Shaking palsy, I have already remarked, is wholly
incurable.

EPILEPSY

May be distinguished from the fits of puppyhood by the great champing of the
jaws and struggling of the limbs during the fit, and also by the frothing at the
mouth which is generally an accompaniment of it. It comes on without notice,
and in the setter and pointer is peculiarly annoying, because it generally shows
itself at the time when their services are most wanted, namely, during the middle
of a day’s shooting. Very often this happens during the excitement of the ¢ point,”
but the fit is scarcely marked till the birds are sprung, when the dog generally
falls, and is seized with struggles and foaming at the mouth. Geenerally this lasts
for a few minutes, extending sometimes to half an hour, after which he recovers
himself, and will even continue his work without loss of nose. With regard to the
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causes of epilepsy nothing is known, but its attacks are aggravated by improper
food, and by the addition of flesh without due preparation, as is often heedlessly
done just before the shooting season.

The TREATMENT consists in attention to the general health, which is all that
can be done, as in confirmed epilepsy a cure is seldom effected. If recently
developed, bromide of potassium should be given in from 3 to 5 grain doses, and
this should be continued for at least a month or six weeks.

By Firs may be understood those which occur to the puppy during dentition
or from distemper, both of which indicate either disease of the brain, or great
disturbance of the digestive apparatus in consequence of worms. These fits are
accompanied by slight convulsions, but no foaming at the mouth, and the dog is
not speedily recovered from them, but lies exhausted after he recovers his con-
sciousness. They are very fatal in distemper, being symptoms of great mischief
in the brain ; but they are not invariably fatal, because the severity of the fit does
not always indicate a corresponding degree of internal mischief.

In their TrEaTMENT Mr. Mayhew recommended injections of ether and
laudanum ; but I can scarcely assign to this remedy the credit which he claims for
it, knowing that many epileptic fits are recovered from without any aid at all, and
finding that he classes all under the one head of “fits.” In the kind I am now
considering, there is generally some exciting cause present, as distemper, or the
irritation of worms, or of teething ; and if these are removed, the fits will g8nerally
subside, and, consequently, the whole attention should be directed to this object.

- These fits seldom recur many times in succession, being either speedily fatal, or
else ending in a complete cure ; and in this respect they are unlike epilepsy, as well
as in their symptoms and treatment.

GENERAL DROPSY.

ANAsARcA, or general dropsy in the dog, is not a very uncommon disease among
old kennelled dogs, owing to the improper way in which they are fed and kept
without exercise. It consists of an infiltration of serum from the blood vessels into
the cellular membrane, caused by the kidneys refusing to act, as a consequence
generally of inflammation ; and the disease, therefore, is merely a symptom of
inflammation of the kidneys, for which reason I might have classed it among the
inflammatory diseases, but that it sometimes occurs from a different condition of
that organ, owing to a want of tone in the general system. Its most frequent cause
is either improper stimulants—in the case of the stallion greyhound, a very frequent
cause—or a gross kind of food, or sometimes from simple over-crowding of the dogs
in a small kennel, occasioning a breaking down of the system, and an exudation of
serum as a consequence. Among over-stimulated pets, which are not allowed any
exercise, it is a very common disease, and often carries them off in a very dis-
gustingly loathsome condition. 'When the liver is in fault, by throwing too much
work upon the kidneys, as is sometimes the case, the urine is yellow, but in the
usual way it is highly charged with salts, and dark brown, not yellow.
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TrHE TREATMENT consists in acting in accordance with the cause—that is to
say, in treating the case so as to relieve the dropsy, and not upon any fixed prin-
ciples ; thus, supposing the kidneys are inflamed, blood must be taken, and calomel
and digitalis given in grain doses of each, without any violent diuretics, which will
only aggravate the disease. If the dropsy is merely a symptom of a breaking down
of the system, this must be propped by bark and steel, with perhaps ammonia in
addition. When the urine is mixed with blood, in a broken down constitution, the
following mixture may be given, on the authority of Mr. Mayhew, and I have my
doubts of its success :—Tincture of cantharides, 3 drops ; water, two ounces. To be
given twice a day.

If the dropsy is from the kidneys refusing to act, 6 or 8 grains of nitre may be
given two or three times a day, in the diuretic mixture, No. 2, but the great prin-
ciple is to make out the cause and act accordingly.

WORMS.

The PresENcE of Worms in the intestinal canal is one of the greatest
annoyances to the proprietors of dogs of all classes. In the greyhound they are a
constant source of mischief, and in the other varieties of sporting dogs they are
equally common. In the puppy they are particularly injurious, cutting off his
supplies of food, and also irritating his nervous system, to a degree which can
scarcely be credited without actual experience. Whenever a puppy is seen to look
rough and unhealthy in his coat (mere roughness is no indication),and when he is
also thinner than he ought to be, with a ravenous appetite, and the constant passing
of small quantities of fwmces, the first part of which is solid, while the latter part
is loose and frothy ; when he also is more dull than natural, with a hot dry nose,
and offensive breath, it miay generally be concluded that he has some kind of
intestinal worm, and the only thing is to find out which species is present, and then
to exhibit the appropriate remedy, For this purpose the areca nut is a very useful
medicine, given in proportion to the age and size, from a whole nut powdered, which
is the dose for a full grown dog of 40lb. or 501b., down to a quarter of a nut for a
little dog of 10lb. weight. This should be given, and followed in a few hours by a
mild dose of castor oil, when some of the worms present will most likely make
their appearance, and according to their nature must the remedy be.

. The Varieries of Worwus are as follows :

1. The CommoN Maw-Worm.—This is a short white worm, about an inch long,
with a pointed head, and a flat broad tail, the intervening part being nearly oval.
These worms exist chiefly in the large intestines, where they are often in great
numbers, and they are generally supposed not to interfere much with the health of
the dog ; but as it appears, according to Dr. Cobbold, that they are joints of the
tape worm, it may, I suppose, be considered that this idea is not correct.

2. The Lone¢ Rounn-Worm (Ascaris lumbricoides).—A pink or red worm,
resembling the garden worm in appearance, but somewhat less in size,’and not so
red in colour. They chiefly inhabit the small intestines, and are very injurious to
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the health, interfering with the digestion in every way, since they take up
the chyle for their own use, and also irritate the mucous membrane by their
presence.

3. The Tare-Worm (Tenia solium and Tenia lata).—This worm is found in
two or three species, but for our purpose it is sufficient to describe its general
appearance, which is that of a long flat worm, divided into joints, and often coming
away in portions, but leaving the head behind. It is, when suffered to remain long
enough, from six to eight feet long, and the dog may often be seen running about
with a foot or two hanging from his anus, or curled round his tail, to his great
annoyance and ‘disgust. The tape-worm inhabits the small intestines, and is much
worse even than the round worm in its effects upon the health of the animal. Its
expulsion should therefore be effected with great care, and its head, which is larger
considerably than the diameter of the rest of the body, should be diligently sought
for, for until this is found it cannot be asserted with posmve certainty that the
vermifuge has been successful.

The GENERAL PrINCIPLES of treatment consist in starving the dog for from
twelve to twenty-four hours, and then administering the appropriate vermifuge
followed by a mild dose of aperient medicine, to carry off the worms from the
intestines. The following is a complete list of vermifuges suited to the various
conditions and kinds of worms; but it will be necessary to repeat here what are the
best for each kind, and their respective advantages and disadvantages, for,
unfortunately, all are more or less injurious to the dog, and their use is only to be
encouraged as a less evil than the continued existenee of worms,

The RemepIES ForR RouNp-Worm are as follows :—

Wormwood (Artemisia absinthium).

Garlic (Allivm sativum).

Cowhage (Macuna pruriens).

Santonine, or the active principle of worm-seed (Artemisia contra).
Indian Pink (Spigelia Marylandica).

Areca nut (Nuz areca).

Stinking hellebore (Helleborus fotidus).

Powdered tin and glass.

Calomel (Hydrargyri chloridum).

For Tape-WornM or Maw-WorM the following may be used with advantage :

Areca nut (Nuz areca).

« Kousso (Brayera anthelmintica).
Barbadoes tar (Petroleum Barbadense).
Pomegranate bark (Punica granatum).
Male fern (Feliz mas).
Spirit of turpentine (Spiritus terebinthine).

Of these wormwood, garlic, and cowhage are nearly inert: santonine is
G




49 THE DOGS OF THE BRITISH ISLANDS.

useful for round worms, as also are Indian pink and hellebore; calomel
is unsafe in the highest degree, and powdered tin and glass nearly useless.
With the exception of Barbadoes tar, all the remedies enumerated for tape-
worm are efficacious, but more or less injurious when the constitution is at all
weakly.

Areca nut is the remedy upon which reliance is now chiefly placed, its careful
and repeated exhibition being almost always sufficient to procure the expulsion of
the worms; the dose of the freshly grated nut is 2 grains for each pound the dog
weighs, and this should be given freshly mixed in broth, or, if the dog refuses it, mixed
into a pill with a little jam or treacle ; it should be repeated every four or five days
for about four or five doses, when it may reasonably be hoped that a cure is effected,
but, if not, a second course will almost always succeed.  For round worm santonine
is the most efficacious remedy, the full dose being 3grs.

RICKETS AND ENLARGED JOINTS.

When a puppy is unable to stand strongly on his legs, which are more or less
twisted and the joints enlarged, the condition is known by the name rickets, and if
the case is a bad one, he had better he destroyed. The disease is often produced by
bad management, but sometimes it is the result of breeding “in and in,” or of
diseased parents. Phosphate of lime is the main agent in stiffening the skeleton,
and if food containing this salt is not afforded in sufficient quantity the bones are
of a gelatinous character, easily bending under the dog’s weight, and consequently
rendered by nature too bulky for his future well-being as an animal fitted for the
chase. Many' breeders like to see a puppy show larger joints than usual, and
consider them an indication of strength; but I am strongly of opinion that the
reverse is the case, and that the puppy which has them is not nearly so strong as
one whose limbs are grown more like those of an old dog. This, however, is a
disputed point, and I would never advise the rejection of a puppy because his joints
were all enlarged ; but, if one is much larger than the others, it is a sign of worse
disease than rickets, and more nearly allied to what, in human pathology, is called
scrofula. Sometimes the swellings disappear, and the disease is cured, but generally
these joints become more and more inflamed, and finally go on to form matter, and
to make the dog entirely lame. Little can be done for this in the way of treatment,
and the destruction of the puppy is the best plan of proceeding. In rickets,
however, a great change sometimes takes place, and the bending of the limbs or the
enlargement of the joints gradually disappears, leaving only some slight indication
of what has existed. Too often, however, the bone is weak and liable to
fracture ; and at the time when the dog is wanted for the sport to which it is
dedicated, the bone gives way, and the time and trouble occupied-in its rearing
arc found to have been totally thrown away ; hence the necessity for good feeding
in the rearing of all young dogs, and too much care can scarcely be bestowed upon
them.
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CANCER AND FUNGUS HZAMATODES.

These malignant diseases usually attack the bitch either in the uterus or teats.
Cancer, in the early stage, is known by its peculiar hardness, while fungus is
distinguished by its comparatively soft and elastic feel, and by its general tendency
to bleed. Both are incurable, and the only chance is to remove the tumours with
the knife if they occur in the teats, but the disease generally returns.

ENCYSTED TUMOURS

Are very common in the dog, and consist of small soft bags, lying close
under the skin, of a circular form, and devoid of pain or inflammation. They vary
in size from that of a pea to the volume of a small orange. The only remedy is the
knife, which may be used with perfect safety, by anyone accustomed to it. The
skin must be saved and dissected back, and the tumour, when exposed, may readily
be lifted qut of its bed without much dissection ; after which the parts may be
suffered to heal of themselves.

DISEASES OF PARTURITION.

In HeanrHY PARTURITION the bitch seldom suffers much ; but sometimes in a
small bitch, when the sire is of much larger size, the disproportion between the
whelps and the mother is so great as to occasion great difficulty and danger. This
sometimes also happens without any apparent reason.

In order to ascertain whether or not the bitch is in pup, a careful external
examination will generally be necessary; when, on pressing the fingers deeply
into the flank, several small round or oval bodies may be felt, in number
according to the future litter. Between the fourth and seventh weeks the
whelps cannot so easily be felt; but, though they are said to be lost, a careful
examination by a practised hand will always detect nearly all of them lying close
against the spine. After the seventh week they appear very plainly, and the
belly rapidly swells till it attains the size which it presents at whelping time ,
about three or four days before which the teats begin to swell, and on the day
before generally are full of milk—a pretty sure indication of the near approach of
labour.

In the ProcEss or PARTURITION, the bitch should be left to herself as much
as possible ; and if of good size and healthy, she will nearly always pass through it
without trouble. Sometimes, however, her pelvis is too small to allow of the passage
of the whelp, and then either she must die, or man must afford his aid by
mechanical means; but this operation is too difficult for any but a practised hand,
and therefore I should recommend the aid of a skilful veterinarian to be in all
cases called in. If a part of the whelp is born, and the remainder does not come
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away for some time—owing apparently to the exhausted condition of the bitch—
it is quite safe to give a little brandy and gruel by the month, and then steadily to
draw away the whelp, by laying hold of the part presenting with a piece of tape
round it, or a strip of calico.

As soon as all the whelps are born, the bitch may be allowed to rest for a short
time, unless she is very much exhausted, when the brandy and gruel may be
given, as directed in the last paragraph, After an hour, a little lukewarm gruel
may generally be allowed; and in the course of four hours another quantity
of the same. No meat of any kind should be given for three days, during which
time the state of the bowels should be regulated, if necessary, by castor oil; and milk
thickened with oatmeal or wheat-flour, or broth with the same thickening, or with
arrowroot, if diarrhcea is present, should be the only food. Sometimes, after the
first week, the whole litter is too great a draw upon the system, and part mvst
be removed from the bitch, and brought up by hand, if it is wished to preserve
them, feeding them from a common baby’s bottle, with the india-rubber nipple, now
so commonly in use ; but a very thick and stont one should be selected, or the puppy
will compress it too much with its tongue. When the bitch is much reduced by her
suckling, she sometimes is subject to fits, for which the only remedy is the removal
of her -whelps, and the exhibition of strong beef tea, with bark, and ammonia in
addition ; together with port wine and arrowroot, if the bowels are relaxed. After
the first week, and, indeed, gradually during the fourth, fifth, and sixth days, meat
must be added to the other food, or earlier even if the bitch has had much animal
food before whelping.

If the bitch is inclined to devour her young, she should be allowed to remain
very quiet, and very little animal food should be given her. A dose of oil should
always be given a short time before her whelping time, and if she should, never-
theless, devour them, another dose should follow, so as to carry off the effects of so
heating a meal.

If a foster-mother is determined upon, all that is necessary is to muzzle her until
the strange whelps have sucked her, and lain for some time with her own; she will
then fail to distinguish between them, and her own offspring may be removed with
safety, leaving the foster-whelps to her care, which she will exercise just as fully
towards them as if they were really hers.

If the bitch has been “ put by,” as it is called, and is not in whelp at the end of
nine weeks from her “ heat,” she will be fat and indolent, with her teats full of milk.
At this time it is better to take a little blood from her, and to give her a smart purge
once or twice, together with vegetable food; after which she will generally
recover her health and spirits, and become much as usual at the expiration of
another month or five weeks. This ought to be fully considered in the case of all
gporting dogs.

CUTS, TEARS, AND BITES

Are casily treated in the dog, because his skin is very readily healed, though
not so speedily or in the same manner as that of man. In man a clean cut, if
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properly treated, heals as if by magic; and in three days large surfaces of many
inches in extent will often be firmly healed by a kind of glue thrown out from
the cut surfaces, which afterwards becomes organised. In the dog and horse,
however, no such glue is thrown out, and the oozing is always of a watery
nature ; so that apposition must always be maintained by stitches, and c¢ven they
are only of use in preventing extreme displacement while they remain inserted.
In slight cuts, tears, and bites, therefore, it is better to leave them alone to the
healing powers of the dog’s tongue; but in those cases where a large flap is
torn down, as in the legs, for instance, a stitch or two should always be inserted,
over which a bandage should be fixed, and the. dog kept muzzled until union
takes place. Without the last precaution stitches and bandages are of no use,
since the dog will always manage to remove them, and will tear out any stitches
which may be inserted, however carefully they may be tied. The first thing to
be done is to wash the parts, if dirty, and then with a common needle and
thread to put in several stitches, according to the extent of the wound; but
only fixing it so as to keep it mearly in position, for an exact adaptation is of
no use whatever. In putting in the stitches, the following is the plan to be
adopted : take the needle and thread and insert it in the outside of the skin,
on one side of the wound, and bring it out on the inside; then pass it from
the inside towards the out of the opposite part of the corresponding flap on the
other side, and tie the ends so as to close the wound. Repeat this as often as
necessary, and cover all up with the bandage as already directed. After four
or five days the threads may be cut and removed, because they are no longer
serviceable, and only serve to irritate the skin; and from this time the whole
dependence must be placed upon the bandage in keeping the parts together.
In some parts—as, for instance, the flank, a bandage can scarcely be applied;
but even there it is wonderful how nature fills up an apparently irremediable
gap. I have often seen a flap torn down by a spike, which has hung down
from the flank for five or six inches, but at the end of a month scarcely any
scar can be seen. The owner therefore need never despair as long as the skin
only is the seat of the accident; but when the abdominal muscles also are torn
the bowels are apt to protrude, and the parts, if left to themselves, will never
regain their original condition. Here a circular stitch must be practised, so as to
pucker up the parts like the mouth of an old-fashioned purse, and if the walls
are thick emough the plan may be practised with success; but in the thin
tendinous expansions covering the middle of the belly there is great difficulty in
carrying out this plan of rectifying the injury. The mode by which nature
heals all the wounds of the dog is by gramulation, in which small red bladders
are thrown out by both surfaces, which, after they are in contact for some hours
or days, coalesce and form a bond of union; but if they are allowed to rub
against each other this union cannot take.place, and the growth is confined to
the angle of the wound only. Hence the use and necessity of a bandage, which
keeps the two surfaces in close contact, and hastens the cure in a remark-
able manner; effecting in ten days what would often require ten weeks if left
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to the dog’s tongue alone. When the granulations rise above the level of
the surrounding skin, a piece of bluestone may be rubbed over them daily;
and if the whole sore is too red, and the granulations large and smooth, a
little friar’s balsam may be brushed over it; or, what is far better, a solution
of nitrate of silver, of the strength of from three to eight grains to an ounce
of distilled water.

FRACTURES

May easily be treated in ‘the dog by any person possessed of ordinary
mechanical ingenuity. The bones most commonly fractured are those of the
extremities ; but almost all throughout the body are at times subject to this
accident.

FracTures oF THE Riss are very common from the kick of a horse, or
from the thick boot of a man, who sometimes in his rage, at the attack of a
dog, administers a blow with his iron-shod toe which is sufficient to destroy
life, or, at all events, to break one or more ribs. When from any cause they
are fractured, the best plan is to apply a horse-girth round the whole chest, by
buckling it smoothly twice round, or, if the size of the dog will not admit of
this, the girth may be adapted to one circle only. This may be buckled so
tightly as to prevent the dog using his ribs in breathing, and te confine him to
the use of his diaphragm for that purpose, by which means the ribs are kept
quite still, and nature in about three weeks unites the broken ends. For a
broken shoulder-blade, or true arm, there is little to be done, nor in the case of
a fractured pelvis or upper thigh-bone can much good be effected by interference.
Nature will in all cases work a cure so far as to enable a new joint to be formed ;
but the animal is rendered useless for sporting purposes, and can only be kept for his
or her breed.

In Fractures oF THE Limss, splints or strips of deal should be neatly
applied round the limb and encircled with tapes to keep them in position. The
first thing to be done is to adapt the splints to the leg, so that the parts shall
be kept in a tolerably correct position while the inflammation is being subdued;
for if the fracture has been the result of much violence there will be considerable
swelling of the soft parts, and the tapes require constant attention to’ prevent
undue pressure. Some experience in such matters is, however, required, and a
surgeon should always be called in when the animal is of sufficient importance.

DISLOCATIONS

Consist in a displacement of the end of a bone from its connexion with the one
above it; and they may oceur at the hip, stifle, shoulder-joint, or knee, as well as
the joints of the toes. The hock is seldom dislocated without fracture, but such an
accident has been known to occur, and great trouble would be experienced in its
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reduction, on account of the shape and nature of the joint. Dislocation of the
stifle-joint is not very common, it being very strongly guarded by ligaments, and
broad also in the surface of the bones of which it is composed. The hip-joint is
very often the seat of dislocation, and is one of the most intractable of all to manage.
The socket projects in a prominent manner from the body of the pelvis, and when
the head of the thigh bone is thrown out of its cup in sinks at once deeply by the
side of it, and can scarcely be drawn out of its bed by any force which can be
applied. In the anterior extremity, the knee is the chief seat of this kind of
accident, and it is dislocated quite as frequently as the hip, but its reduction is ten
times as easy, because both bones can easily be grasped, and extension being made,
they are speedily brought into a proper relative position. But though they are
readily reduced, they are as easily thrown out again; and, therefore, great care is
required to prevent this unhappy result. The elbow and the point of the shoulder
are seldom put out, because these joints are so securely guarded that the bones of
which they are composed are more inclined to break than to leave their sockets.
In both the hind and fore-legs the toes are often put out; and, besides this accident,
the tendons are apt to give way, causing the accident which is called *the letting
down of the toes.”

The TreaTmENT of all dislocations consists in putting the displaced bone back
again into its socket as speedily as possible, for if allowed to remain long out of its
proper situation it contracts fresh adhesions, and can scarcely be drawn away from
them by any practicable force. The dislocated knee is reduced simply by pulling
steadily the two bones away from one another; an assistant seizing the arm, and
the operator making extension by laying hold of the foot and pastern. After it
is reduced, a piece of hst should be crossed in the form of a figure of eight behind
the joint, so as to prevent it from being straightened, and thus again displaced;
and this position must be maintained for some time, in order that the torn ligaments
may have time to unite. In the dislocated hip, unless very recently done, chloro-
form should be used, because the muscles of that joint are very powerful and it
will require great force to overcome their action without its assistance. The dog
is first ‘placed on a table, with a firm cushion under it; chloroform is then
administered, by placing a sponge dipped in it in the end of a leather muzzle, such
as is used for the greyhound. The holes at the side should be stopped, by pasting
strong paper over them, so as to make a complete cone, one end of which is
adapted to the jaws, and the other is closed by the sponge; so that the dog, when
it is put on, can only breathe through the sponge. After a short time he snores,
and breathes heavily, and then the sponge may be withdrawn for a time, and the
attempt made to lift the bone into its socket. I have, however, lately failed,
even with the aid of this agent, in reducing a hip dislocated only for about
ten days; and I am not aware of any case of more than a few hours’ duration
where a hip has been replaced. Nevertheless, in a valuable dog, such as that in
which I made the attempt, which was a highly-prized puppy, presented to me,
and of a very scarce breed, the attempt is worth making, especially as it occasions
no pain.
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OPERATIONS.

In OpERATING ON THE Do, either a regular muzzle should be put, or ordinary
tape or cord should be applied to the mouth, as indicated in the annexed engraving,

binding it firmly round the jaws two or three times, and carrying it back to encircle
the neck so as to prevent the dog pulling it off.




BOOK IV.
JUDGING AT DOG SHOWS AND FIELD TRIALS.
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CHAPTER L
JUDGING AT SHOWS.

R

Y HATEVER difference of opinion may exist as to the utility of dog
il shows in improving the breeds of this animal, there can be no
doubt of their popularity, or that they have become permanent
institutions. Large sums of money are annually. spent in rearing
and feeding dogs with the express purpose of exhibiting them; and
it may, therefore, be admitted without argument that it is desirable to conduct
these shows in the way most likely to give satisfaction to their supporters.

From their institution at Newcastle in 1858 there has been a growing feeling
of dissatisfaction with the awards of the judges. Animals which have been
successful under one set of judges in obtaining a first prize, have been altogether
overlooked by another, not even obtaining a commendation, though in equally
good condition at both places, and often with the same or nearly the same
competitors. That these have been exceptional cases is true emough, but nothing
has been more common than that the position of first and second prizeholders
should be reversed within the same month—remarkable examples of which might
be adduced, but the instances are so well known that it is needless to specify
them. I have repeatedly drawn attention to these facts, and attempted to
demonstrate that for the cause of this fickleness we must look to the absence
of any recognised standard by which to measure the particular breed which is
being judged. Among cattle and sheep-breeders it is generally admitted that
certain leading qualities shall be considered all-important, such as the propensity
to carry flesh of good quality on the parts most valuable to the butcher, early
maturity, and, in the sheep, quantity and quality of wool. But in horses and
dogs, and more especially in the varieties of the latter, there is not the same
unanimity, even in leading principles; and in matters of detail, as may naturally
be supposed, the difference of opinion is very great.

At the present time (1877) Dog Shows have reached such a pitch of general
interest, that the question of judging demands a very careful consideration, and
very recently in the Field I inserted the following article with that view:—

H
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“ON JUDGING AT DOG SHOWS.”

“It is needless for us to return to the much-vexed questions relating to the
discrepancies between the decisions given on the merits of competing dogs at the
various exhibitions of those animals which are now so common as to occupy our
columns largely with their reports from week to week throughout the year. That
they exist is admitted by all who are in the slightest degree acquainted with
the facts, and that they are much to be lamented is equally to be taken for
granted. The subject for our present consideration is how this lamentable state
of things is to be avoided or reduced within reasonable limits; for no one
can expect absolute uniformity in any machinery composed of fallible human
beings. A

“TIn regard to this selection of prize winners, there are now five open questions
under general consideration: First, shall the judges be public or private? secondly,
shall there be one, two, or three judges? thirdly, shall the judge or judges select
the prize winner at random, or be guided by any written law? fourthly, shall he
or they be compelled to draw up a numerical estimate of each of the prize winners,
founded on a standard of points furnished for the purpose; and if so, shall it
be published ? and fifthly, how shall the judges be elected 7 TEach of these
subjects we now propose to discuss seriatim.

“In reference to public v. private judging, the general verdict is certainly in
favour of the former whenever it can be managed, and all the clubs devoted to
any particular breed have, we believe, adopted it. The only large show whose
managers hold out against it is that held at Birmingham, where the want of
space is a sufficient reason to forbid it; and the choice lies between the
abandonment of Curzon Hall, with all its counterbalancing advantages, and the
continuance of the old system of judging in private. The Birmingham Show
being the oldest annual exhibition of dogs, and having always been well managed
on the whole, has obtained a strong hold on the public, and, in spite of the
abovementioned drawback, it seems likely to continue its career with success.
Nevertheless, it is quite clear that public: judging is now established, and will
be adopted at all other large shows.

“The next question is not so easily settled, and it is only recently that it
has been fairly tried. One thing has, however, been fully shown by experience,
viz., that when more than one judge is appointed, they should possess equal
knowledge of the breed or breeds placed before them. Nothing is so liable to
lead to dissatisfaction as the importation of a judge specially acquainted with
a particular breed, and the coupling of him with a ¢gentleman of position.
‘Wherever this has been done some fiasco has occurred, and at length the plan
has been abandoned. Our own opinion, founded on a long experience in every
department of dog shows, is that ultimately single judging will be found to
act most beneficially ; but it requires some length of education to develop firm-
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ness of purpose sufficient to carry good principles into fair practice, and there
are many men possessed of sufficient knowledge, who have yet such a deficiency
of moral courage as to make them require a coadjutor to share the onerous
responsibility of condemning to the ranks the dogs of their friends. On the
other hand, if, as we allege, it is necessary that both the judges of a class should
be possessed of equal knowledge, it reduces its amount to a much lower level
if double or treble the number of individuals are required, since we all know
that the managers of our shows have not a very large circle from which the
choice can be made. The question is, however, now fairly submitted to the
test of experience, and we need not, therefore, discuss it more at length.

“But now we have to examine the most vexed of the five questions before
us, and yet it seems to us so clear as to be incapable of two opinions about
it, In examining it, we must remember that the judicial bench is not composed
of the same individuals at the various shows, and that many of them are known
to have proclivities as regards types, &c., which render it possible for a clever
exhibitor to ‘place’ successfully under different judges, the various members
of his kennel, all of which could scarcely have a chance of a prize under any
one judge possessed of reasonable consistency and fairness. It is quite true that
it is impossible entirely to avoid this, and that, even with all the much-vaunted
integrity of the judges in our higher courts of law, well deserved as it mno
doubt is, suitors and their solicitors are very apt to have a preference founded
upon well-known proclivities. But without statute laws, and precedents equally
binding in our common law, our courts would resemble a lottery office still more
than they now do, and we think no one but a madman would desire to wash out
the written and unwritten code which guides us in all our transactions. Why,
then, should we leave our canine judges to a ‘rule of thumb,’ when in our
more important relations of life we adopt a different plan? To this question
we know no answer, and we confess that this judicial blindness of the world of
‘doggy’ men is beyond our comprehension. The only explanation we can give
is that it allows each exhibitor to use his powers of ‘placing’ with a reasonable
hope of success, and that he thinks in that way he can cover the defects in his
dogs by his own cleverness. The special clubs have, however, in most cases
abandoned this plan, and have each drawn up a code of points, not only
describing most minutely the dog they combine to glorify and improve, but
appending a numerical value to each point; and in setting this example they
have, no doubt, done good service in the cause to support which they have been
called into being. It may therefore be concluded that the days of judging by
¢ rule of thumb’ are numbered.

“ Having thus reached a stage when it may be laid down as decided that
the judges of our shows are to be guided by a written code of laws, it may
reasonably be deduced that they shall carry out this code in a practical manner.
To show the fallacy of depending on a code theoretically, we may instance the
judging of Mr. Bassett at the recent show of fox terriers at Lillie Bridge—
under the club specially formed to supervise that fashionable breed of dogs.
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Prior to the show the club had drawn up and published a code of points
describing each minutely, and allotting to them the following numerical value:—

Points or THE Fox TERRIER.

Value. Value. Value.
Head and ears ......... 15 Back and loin ......... 10 Legs and feet ......... 20
IECkS . S o 5 Hind quarters ......... 5 Codt! &Y. .. Sl 10
Shoulders and chest... 15 Sternd LR lslines 1L 5 Symmetry and cha-
EAGHETL s, s
35 20 45

Grand Total 100,

“ Now, by almost general consent, the above-named gentlemen is admitted to
have an excellent knowledge of the fox terrier, and, on the whole, his decisions were
accepted ; but the curious feature attending them is that, with a class of dogs so
near together as to take him almost two hours to select the prize winner, no attempt
was made to reduce the theory of points ito practice with the aid of pencil and
paper. At the end of an hour and twenty minutes Mr. Bassett had drawn six from
the sixty-seven dogs of which the class was composed, five of them being compact
and strong-bodied animals, with slight variations in other points, but all very near
together, while the sixth is a dog with a beautiful head, but possessing a body of
almost greyhound-like proportion. Now, surely with such opposite types, and
with a code of points at his disposal, drawn up by a club who had appointed him,
any reasonable man would aid his memory by jotting down in pencil the numerical
value of the points in each of the competitors according to the above code. Of
what use is such a code, if not thus applied? we ask of all men possessed of
common sense. How otherwise can the beautiful head of the winner (Brockenhurst
Joe), coupled with his light body, be compared with the inferior head, but wonder-
fully good body and legs, of the second dog (Moslem) ? That it was a near thing
between them, as admitted by all, only makes this numerical comparison the more
needful; and, though we do not by any means impugn the decision, we think it
highly probable that if Mr. Bassett had taken out his pencil he would have come
to a different conclusion: at all events, he would have given his estimate of the
points exhibited by the six dogs formerly selected by him, which would have been
of great interest to breeders of the fox terrier, in which every point in detail is
now weighed and considered with great care by thousands of both sexes throughout
the land. But, much as we think the paper and pencil were wanted in this class,
they were still more needed by him in his judging of the rough bitch elass. In this
small lot of six, Bramble, bred by Mr. Wootton, exhibited as beautiful a head as
that of Brockenhurst Joe, coupled with a light body, but not nearly so light
as that of Mr. Gibson’s dog—though looking more so than usual from the effects
of a recent sea voyage—and in addition very good legs and feet. Minx, who was
placed first by Mr. Bassett, was also bred by Mr. Wootton, but was by no means
equal to Moslem in body; and between her and Bramble, if judged numerically
according to the above standard, the decision would, as we think, have been
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deservedly in favour of the latter, who only took the third prize. In any case,
however, these decisions are not consistent, and indicate that even an acknowledged
good judge should assist his memory with paper and pencil; and at the same time
add to the knowledge of his supporters by giving them the benefit of his opinions,
not only as to the prize winners as a whole, but of their respective points when
dissected and analysed by him. In practice it has been sometimes found that this
use of the pencil has led to a great expenditure of time, and at the show of bulldogs
held under the auspices of the club devoted to that breed, the judge retired for
some hours, in order to cast up his accounts. Such a proceeding, however, is wholly
unnecessary, unless the judge is unable to do a sum of simple addition; for surely
it is easier to estimate the proportionate value of any individual head or back,
as compared with fifteen or ten, in the dog’s presence than in his absence; and, if
so, what is the use of retiring? We contend, from practical experience, that, in
judging five or six selected dogs near together in merit, it is the simplest and
quickest plan to judge numerically by points, and we have not the slightest doubt
that before long no other will be used.

¢ Lastly, we have to consider the best method of electlon, the choice lying
between that by the votes of the subscribers, that by the committee of management
made at the last moment, and that by the committee announced at the time of
publishing the programme. All these plans have been tried, and experience has
shown that there are drawbacks to each, to which it is very difficult to assign an
exact value. For this reason, we shall not therefore venture to give a decided
opinion on the present occasion.”

In addition to the cases mentioned above, numerous instances have occurred
in which the advantages of judging by points, had it been acted upon, would
have been made manifest; and in the present absence of all written law in
many breeds I do not see how it is possible to prevent the recurrence of such
cases. A well-known instance of the difficulties connected with judging by rule
of thumb occurred some few years ago in the large pointer bitch class at
Birmingham. One of the bitches, which we will call A., had a bad head and
very light ears, combined with a strong useful middle, but spoilt by short
shoulders. In addition, she had good legs and feet, an elegant stern, well
carried, and an absence of quality, her age being eighteen months, when a small
biteh is fully developed. Another, B., showed a better head, but inferior legs
and feet, a coarse stern, and a heavy, lumbering middle. A third, C., exhibited
a magnificent head, beautiful ears, capital legs and feet, fine stern, good shoulders,
with great liberty of action; but these fine points were counterbalanced by a
deficient girth of chest, for which, being only twelve months old, some considerable
allowance should be made, the judges having a statement of the age of each
animal on their books for this special purpose. Here, then, -was a case of some
difficulty, and though I do not agree with the award, I by no means assert that
it was decidedly wrong. But, supposing, for the sake of argument, the pointer
were said to have five properties, viz, 1, head and neck; 2, legs and feet;
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3, body; 4,stern; 5, quality and coat; and that to each of these were
allotted the following proportion of points, viz., head and neck, 80; legs
and feet, 24; body 20; stern, 16; quality and coat, 10—total, 100; the judge
(being provided with books for the purpose, with the number and age of
the entries duly written in) would only have to insert under each property
such a number as would mark the degree of approximation to perfection—this
being represented by the maximum figure given at the head of each column.

Crass 27,
Head and | Legs and Quality
No v Neck. Feet. Body. Stern. and Coat. Total.
g ge. Maximum. | Maximum. | Maximum. | Maximum. | Maximum. || Maximum.
30. 24, 20. 16. 10. 100.

1 1 yr. 6 mo. 5 20 12 A4 4 55

2 | 9 mo. 10 16 8 6 3 43

3 | 3years rejected

4 | 4 years rejected .

5 | 1year 28 20 6 14 8 76

Had such a plan been adopted—and I can conceive nothing more simple or easy
to carry out—the dogs A., B., and C. would have been placed in the order 5, 1,
and 2, whereas the awards were given in the order the dogs stand on the lists.
At present the judges make their notes opposite each entry, but they are so
indefinite that afterwards it is necessary that all the animals likely to take a prize
shall be compared together at the same time—a far more tedious operation than
that which requires them to be carefully examined omly once. I do not for
a moment assume that the numbers I have attached to each property are correctly
apportioned, or that I should have carried them out in practice exactly in the
manner I have indicated for the three pointers; I only contend that, supposing
the judges to be each furnished with a book containing definitions of a similar
nature for their guidance, they would have far less difficulty in deciding than
at present, while the public would be able to ascertain the reasons which guided
them, and would know what to expect in sending their animals to a show. It will
no doubt take some time to settle finally the relative value of the head as compared
with the locomotive organs, in the several breeds of dogs, for they vary in almost
all. Thus the pointer, however well formed in his back, chest, and shoulders,
is perfectly useless unless he has a head which will not only contain a good brain,
but also sensitive olfactory organs. So, also, with the feet and legs; unless these
are capable of sustaining work equally with the back, chest, and shoulders, the
latter, however good, are thrown away. The National Dog Club, however, in 1869,
made the attempt, which, though it was somewhat hastily and carelessly carried out,
has served as a very useful foundation for subsequent labours in the same field.
Unfortunately, only a portion of the judges at their Isl'mgton show carried out
their code of points into practice, great difficulties being thrown in their way by the
paucity of attendants, and the distance between the benches and the field in which
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all the dogs were led out. On the whole, however, this first attempt on the large
scale to combine public judging with the aid of a scale of points was eminently
successful, but, nevertheless, it has not been followed to the full extent at any
other exhibition. The Birmingham council, in spite of the strenuous efforts of Mr.
Murchison, have steadily opposed these innovations, and their only concession has
been to guarantee that every dog shall be seen by the judges off the bench to which
he is chained. In the series of articles now published I have introduced the points
adopted by the several special clubs, with short alterations where I think them
needed, as in the case of the bulldog, but still they must have the authority of
some generally recognised body before they can be made imperative on judges.

In 1869, a great improvement on the then existing mode of judging by points
was suggested—by a correspondent in the Field, who was a noted breeder of
mastiffs, and as his letter contains the whole of the argument, stated in a clear
and convincing manner, I reproduce it at length.

¢ Qrr,—Although I believe it to be most desirable that the judges at our
dog shows should be guided in their awards by a settled standard of points and
marks, it will, I believe, be found in practice very difficult, if even possible, to
give satisfaction by this method, unless some such plan as I venture to suggest
be followed.

«Tn order to have a claim to be classed as a prize dog, it seems to me that an
animal ought to be fairly good in every point, and the plan of judgment I would
suggest, which is adopted from the method often followed in scholastic examinations,
is this: Presupposing that every point in the animal ought to be fairly good, the
positive marks scored in the dog’s favour would represent degrees of excellence.
Should, however, the animal under judgment be notably deficient in any particular
point, I consider that not only should no positive marks be allotted for this
particular point, but negative marks should be given to it in proportion as the
point in question fell below fairly good.

¢ Possibly the system may be already followed, but if not, I think it would
be found to work fairly and well. The book put into the hands of the judges
would run thus:

Bull Terrier. Positive Marks. Negative Marks.
Heond .50, ot n G M 25
(G0 IERY Ao e & 10
INCER A3 o T I 10
Showlderss . it oo 10
Feet and Legs .................. 10
DN o osrosisd e g g 10 1

UOOUTL. A e o s 10
1 T S o TR R KT IL S, 10
RN L T A L s n 5

Total: , v seitirlovsiiese 100
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“Tt might in practice be found advisable that the negative marks should never
exceed the possible positive marks in number; or, again, that an animal notably
deficient in any one special characteristic of his breed would be considered
disqualified.

“These are, however, minor points; but I hope and think that the principle
I suggest, unless it has already been thought of, may be found practical and
useful. ¢ MASTIFF.”

“ April 3, 1869.

This suggestion removed the only objection in my mind to the plan of judging
by points, and with its aid every animal shown, whether horse, dog, poultry, bird,
or pigeon, should, I think, be judged. I have endeavoured to persuade the
managers of the various shows to adopt this amended system, but hitherto without
success. Still, as it is never too late to mend, and as I am convinced that, sooner
or later, it must come into use, I give a specimen table of an open class of large
pointers, with the points filled up of half a dozen selected specimens, between which
it is obvious to the judges the three prizes given must rest. Of course it would
be an enormous sacrifice of time to set down the points of the whole of the above
class, but an experienced judge can readily point out four, five, or six, as the case
may be, all of which may be carefully *pointed,” as is shown in the following
table, which is supposed to be a copy of a page of the judge’s book filled up. In
this way I believe that time may be saved rather than wasted, as I have found that
the fixing on the numerical value of the several points is much easier than the
judging two nearly equal dogs on their general merits.

There is a very general impression in the minds of judges that the method
here advocated would be a great waste of time; and on one occasion, at the recent
show of bull dogs by the club specially formed for their improvement, the judge
thought it necessary to retire for several hours in order to fill up his book. Now,
this proceeding was simply absurd, because the only thing which could possibly
be done in the absence of the dog was to cast up the score made when examining
them, and that process could not occupy more than a few minutes. The fact,
I have no doubt, was that he was nervous at having to define his opinions on the
several points; but a really well informed judge ought surely to have no such
feeling. Having myself tried the experiment several times, I find that I can easily
set down the points of six dogs, previously selected, in half an hour, exercising
the greatest care, whilst in most cases I can do it in half that time; and I am
quite sure that in all important classes fully half an hour is occupied by the
usual rule of thumb process.

The following tabular form is suggested as the most convenient. The figures
in italics are those supposed to be filled in by the judge.
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By inserting the points given at the end of each article in the following chapter,
instead of those of the pointer, a series of scales may easily be compiled for the
use of judges.

DISQUALIFICATIONS.

In consequence of the uncertainty prevailing as to what shall be considered a
proper ground of disqualification, the Kennel Club have recently (1881) appointed
a committee to report to them on the subject. Their report has been accepted, but
up to the time of this sheet going to press, it has not been embodied in any definite
code of rules. I may, however, state that the old practice of disqualifying for dyeing
or faking is to be continued, and that the removing of the tips of retrievers’ tails,
and the use of blacking or flour are in future not to be allowed. .

CHAPTER II.
ON JUDGING AT FIELD TRIALS.

—p el e—

~7 HE judging at Field Trials has for some years been conducted on the
above principles at Stafford and Shrewsbury, without any negative
points, which were, however, introduced at Vaynol, in September, 1871
and gave great satisfaction.

The following is the scale adopted at the Stafford and Shrewsbury
trials, which prevailed up to that time. Under it, a dog, which we will call Pilot,
refusing to back, but reasonably good in other points, would score 52, but
under the negative scale 10 would be deducted from his totals, and very
properly so, that being the amount of the allowance for backing, which is not only
not to be calculated in his favour, but is absolutely to be deducted from his total
score. Now, as the dog refusing to back does mischief to the sport so far as often
to spoil it altogether, it is quite right that he should be severely punished for his
offence, and on that account I think the principle is quite sound. It was at first
considered that backing is merely the result of breaking, and therefore is no test
of the utility or otherwise of a stud dog. Hence, nose, point, pace, and range were
made the chief tests, omitting all notice of- backing, dropping to shot, &c. This
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was, I think, a mistake as regards backing, which is as inherent in some breeds as
the point, and quite as difficult to impart by education.

Mgz. BRAILSFORD’S SCALE OF POINTS AS USED AT STAFFORD AND

SHREWSBURY.
20 20 | 15 20 15 10 100
: g . . . g General
& £ %D 0 & .gn : ; Remarks.
o S| g | E 8,8 |2 2 |He
= & | g |2 |88 8| 2|8 |&8
) = m Ay o=
9 g & H lag | & 4 o)
g =i = =l & =) =l = =
= s | & [a, |84 05 T E s
g L PREE G  BYE il e S
A4 | w | w0 =
Pilot ......... 51 120|720 5 | 72| 0 || 52| 8

The scale used at Bedford and Bala was somewhat different ; but still it did not
introduce the negative points. I insert it as filled up at Bala by “ The Prior” in
the case of the celebrated Hamlet:

“ IDSTONE’S”’ SCALE, AS USED AT BEDFORD AND Bara.

40 L-a0<l 1w Ll 10 l 100
2 i = e
& S . Staunchness. q A
A L [ 2 = =
3 3 I~ g & S |28
= - 8 g 5 e L= P E-i p“{é
3 Al dlel & £ £ |3
<D
Hamlet ............... \ :
it} 0| 20| 5 | 70 | 70 | Tndifferent. | 75 | 2
AR s '
oo} 40 |25 | 6 | 70 | 10 Good. | 9o | s
D0 505 70 e s
i b } 20| 25| 0| 720 | 10 Good. 9% | 8
t

Now, supposing Hamlet had refused to back, he would only be mulcted
10 points from the above totals; whereas, according to my ideas, he ought to
lose 20. DMoreover, there is no calculation made for  dropping to wing and
shot,” two most important items in the utility of a pointer or setter. Taking
these considerations into view, I proposed for adoption at the Vaymnol trials the
following modifications of the Bedford and Bala scale, which was originally
intended only to test dogs used for stud purposes. This, when filled up for a dog
of average merits, would be as follows:
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ScaLE orF Points.

Name and Age Value of Points when perfeet. Gl
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This scale worked admirably at Vaynol for two years in succession, and not
only did the judges experience no difficulty in carrying it out, but the spectators
were satisfied with the results, to a degree which I have never seen equalled
elsewhere. -

In the third year, however, one of the subscribers and his confederate, having
been previously spoiled by a long series of successes, objected to the decisions,
alleging that the dogs were not worked out in pairs, as in coursing; and since then
an attempt has been made under the instigation of Mr. Lowe, the Secretary of
the Kennel Club, to establish a code of points founded upon the number of times
each dog has found game or backed his competitor, without reference to style,
pace, &c. Again and again attempts have been made to carry this plan out,
but it has uniformly failed, as might be expected, and when put to the vote of
the subscribers to a stalke, it has always been negatived. During the present season,
1877, and prior to the trials at Horseheath of the Kennel Club Derby dogs, Mr.
Brewis, the liberal owner of the estate on which they take place, has attempted
to combine the two plans; but as the combination is still in a state of development,
no opinion can fairly be given of its merits.

The following article was published by myself recently in the Field, being a
comparison between the two plans adopted this year at Shrewsbury and Horseheath.
It may, I think, be studied with advantage by those who either dislike judging by
points, or desire to carry out the system of pairing all the dogs entered, as in
coursing, forgetting altogether the difference between that sport and shooting.

“At the risk of incurring the charge of publishing vain repetitions of our
opinions on the above subject, we are tempted once more to return to it, in
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consequence of recent very remarkable events, which tend to show that we have
not been without a good foundation for those so often expressed in these columns.

“In regard to the trials, we think that two positions have been established
by the late meetings at Shrewsbury and Horseheath. First, that the absolute
winner should never be selected until the latest possible time; and, secondly,
that the same absence of haste should be displayed in finally rejecting each
competitor—that is to say, the system of running the dogs in pairs, adopted in
coursing, should not be followed in field trials. The great drawback to those
trials is the necessarily short time which can be devoted to the several pairs;
and, as a consequencey it is desirable to arrange them, so that, if possible, a dog
should be estimated according to his whole performance, if tried more than
once, rather than by that in any separate run. In coursing it is impossible to
carry out such a scheme, because the relative amount of work done by the two
dogs previously to any particular course after the first round influences their
respective powers very considerably, and, therefore, it would be very difficult for
a judge to select any two at his discretion for trial; and the result of long
experience is, that the only resource is to draw the whole entry out in pairs by
lot, and afterwards try the several winners in the successive rounds together,
according to their first position on the card. But in pointer and setter trials no
such difficulty exists. The amount of work done by each dog is only sufficient
to steady him, and the judges can fairly pair any two whenever they like, as
has been done at all meetings but those of late years held under the auspices
of the Kennel Club. At Shrewsbury the covert has generally been so bad, and
game so scarce, that the trials have been only of the nature of a farce; but this
year the ground was nearly equally good with that at Horsecheath, and it is
therefore fair to compare the results of the two meetings conducted as they
are on wholly different plans.

“At Shrewsbury a scale of points originally drawn up by Mr. Brailsford is
adopted, in which a certain value is attached to the several qualities demanded
in the setter and pointer in the abstract, calculating the whole, when perfectly
displayed, at 100. This scale is printed, and furnished to the judges, with the
addition of the names of the competitors in each stake, and is made up as
follows—namely, for pace and range, 20; obedience, 20; style in hunting, 15;
game finding abilities, 20; style in pointing, 15; merit in backing, 10—total 100.
After trying a brace of dogs, the judges have only to go through the scale with
each, and set down under the above heads the comparative degree of merit
shown by them. Thus, under ‘pace and range,’ if a dog is only of average
merit, they put down 10; if three-quarters, 15; or if perfect, 20. Proceeding
next to ‘obedience, they estimate his merits in the same way as compared
with perfection, putting down 10 if an average display has been made, and 20
if perfect; and so on through the whole scale, calculating the figures according
to the amount of merit.

‘“After thus estimating A., the next thing is to proceed in the same way
with B., and whichever has the higher figure of merit is declared the winner;
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or, if equal, a further trial is necessary. On concluding the first round or
series of pairs, the judges have only to select the dogs with the highest figure
of merit, and place them first, second, and third accordingly, unless the figures
of two or more are very near together, when it has been customary to give
these animals a further trial; and at the last Shrewsbury meecting it was very
properly, as we think, decided that in all cases the highest two should have
this. Under both the Shrewsbury and Kennel Club plans,-it often happens
that the two best dogs come together in the first or second round; but in the
former plan they may be ultimately placed first and seeond; whereas in the
latter this is impossible, as the inferior of the two in any particular trial is at
once hors de combat. As an illustration of this statement, we may instance the
fact that in the first two pointer stakes at Shrewsbury this actually occurred
in the second round; whilst in the third and most important it took place in the
first, Bang and Dick meeting in that position, and being ultimately declared
the first and second prize holders. No doubt a mistake was here committed,
which the Kennel Club plan would have prevented; but this was manifestly a
fault in the practice of the judges, and was not incidental to the plan itself,
as proved by the general opinion of the spectators declared at the time, and
embodied in our report. It occurred in this way. After a long and very
tiring day, the first round of the Combermere Stakes had been completed at
seven o’clock, and the judges, overlooking the new rule to which we have
adverted above, and considering Bang to be undoubtedly the best in the stake,
at once declared him the winner, and ordered three dogs, including Dick, beaten
by him, to compete next day for second and third prizes. In this decision they
overlooked, most probably from inadvertence, Mr. Whitehouse’s Rapid, who had
just defeated "Rector (the winner there for the last two years) in a short trial,
confined to one field, in which Rapid made only the pardonable mistake of
flushing a brace of birds the moment he was cast off, and with an undeniably
bad scent—a mistake also partially condoned by a subsequent good find. Now,
if the judges had at once cast up the ‘points’ made by Rapid and Bang, they
must, according to the Shrewsbury scale, have made them at least equal, and
thus insured a second trial, since ¢the pace, range, and style’ of Rapid are
very superior to those of Bang; and these qualities are estimated at the high
relative value of thirty-five out of one hundred, whercas °game-finding,’ the
only quality in which the former could be considered to be excelled by the latter,
is valued at twenty. As before remarked, the Kennel Club plan would have
prevented this; but in rescming Rapid from Secylla it would have drawn Dick
into Charybdis, since his defeat by Bang would have prevented his getting even
the third prize, except under the special provision made by the competitors them-
selves in the case of the Horseheath ¢Derby,” which, though an improvement
on the ‘heats’ method, renders it still more complicated and tedious. Curiously
enough, Rapid endorsed this opinion formed by the spectators at Shrewsbury, by
defeating Bang at Horscheath, though, as we all know the variation of these
animals on different days, it does not prove that he would have done the same
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at Shrewsbury if they had come together. Passing from the pointers to the
setters, we find at Shrewsbury Brave Boy, to whom the third prize was allotted,
defeated by Nora (the winner) in the first round, which would have stopped
his career under the Kennel Club plan. On the other hand, in the ¢Derby’
at Horseheath, according to the opinion of our reporter, the two best performers
came together in the first round, when Danger, who was ultimately placed fourth,
beat Norna (the winner at Shrewsbury), and the latter was consequently not
allowed another trial. These two ‘were first and second at Shrewsbury without
dispute, but in a reverse position to that at Horseheath; and with Die behind
them both, she being beaten by Norna in the second round, and not tried a
third time. At Horseheath, Die, the winner of the first prize, behaved shame-
fully in' her first two trials, and, if estimated on her average performance
throughout the Derby, would have come out badly; but, happening to meet in
the first two rounds animals worse than herself, she luckily reached the third
round, when, being paired with Danger, who did not do so well as in her
previous trials, she just managed to score a win, though, according to our re.
porter, Danger, on the whole, showed herself to be evidently ©the better setter
of the two;’ and this opinion, coming from a supporter of the ‘heats’ plan,
is not likely to be prejudiced in favour of Danger.

“Now, if the object of these trials is to reward the owner of the best dog
in each stake with the first prize, we think the evidence afforded by the pro-
ceedings at these two meetings is strongly in favour of the system of judging
by points, without necessarily running in ¢heats.” With the same time at their
disposal, worse ground, and, we will assune, equal knowledge of their task, the
Shrewsbury judges in two days settled the pretensions of eighty-five dogs,
against thirty-one at Horseheath; and in no instance was such an animal as
Norna put out without a second opportunity of showing his or her powers,
except in the single case of Rapid, which, as above shown, was clearly a mis-
take, cansed by hurriedly coming to a decision without any necessity for it, and
therefore not in any way implicating the system adopted; and, when it is con-
sidered that the numbers judged at Shrewsbury in two days were nearly three
times as great as those judged at Horseheath in the same time, the balance in
favour of the plan adopted at the former is at once apparent.

“We are by no means pledging ourselves to the opinion that the scale of
‘points adopted at Shrewsbury is incapable of improvement, and we prefer that
used at Vaynol and Bala; but we contend that its principle is correct for the
following reasons : ’

“l1st. It is admitted that the great drawback to these trials is the want of
time to test the merits of the competing dogs fully and fairly. 2nd. The
Shrewsbury plan economises time by devoting as much as possible to the best
dogs in each stake, without wasting it on a second, third, or fourth trial of
inferior animals. 8rd. The Kennel Club method of heats often leads to the
entire defeat of one of the best dogs in a stake in the first or second round, by
meeting either the best or the second best in it, which contretemps does not
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occur in the Shrewsbury plan. 4th. At Shrewsbury the average performance of
each dog is estimated by the judges, whether he is down once, twice, or thrice;
whereas under the Kennel Club plan a dog may, on the average, perform badly,
and yet, from happening to be in luck or in good temper in the third or fourth
trial may be hailed the winner of the stake, as really happened at Horseheath,
even after such a shamefully bad performance as that of Die. We beg most
distinctly to state that in the above observations we cast no reflections on this
fine bitch, which we greatly admired at Shrewsbury; and we have reason to
believe that she will ultimately turn out to be as good as any setter puppy we
have seen this year. What we mean to imply is that every dog should be
judged by the average merit displayed by him or her, and not by the results
of single trials. In short, our object is that, as far as possible, the luck con-
nected with meeting bad or good competitors, or with bad or good ground, should
be eliminated from these trials, which, though not attended by any number of
spectators, are regarded with great interest by a large body of gentlemen possessed
of moors or manors.

“We have not alluded to the exploded plan of judging according to the
number of times each dog finds game during a certain fixed period, because
experience has shown its fallacy, and it has been abandoned after fair trial.
The choice now lies between the two methods which have this year been fairly
tried on nearly equally good ground, with judges of similar powers, and with
almost exactly the same dogs competing, but with the great disadvantage at
Shrewsbury of having the merits of eighty-five dogs to decide, instead of thirty-
one at Horseheath, in the two days devoted to the principal stakes. Under
these conditions that the former should have come out equal with the latter is
a strong argument in favour of the plan adopted there, especially when it is
recollected that, but for the error in judgment alluded to above, which is not
inherent in the plan, its superiority at all points would have been displayed.
In this comparison we have not alluded to the subject of byes, which have no
unfair tendency at Shrewsbury, but are of necessity an evil in the Kennel
Club plan.”

During the early part of this year (1882) a movement has been commenced
by Mr. Brewis in the Kennel Club to dispense with the heats plan, and a majority
have voted against it, but up to the time of this chapter going to press, no final
decision has been arrived at except that a new plan of some kind is to be adopted.
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GENERAL REMARKS.

HE four divisions of the United Kingdom may be said to have each a
breed of setters peculiar to itself, though of late years many of each
variety have been distributed beyond the limits of their respective
districts. The English setter may be taken as the true type of the
breed, next to which comes the Irish setter, while the old Llanidloes, or

Welsh breed, retain more of the spaniel character. Their curly waterproof coats

are, however, admirably suited to the wet climate of their native hills. Tt is said,

and I think probably with truth, that the Scotch or Gordon setter is crossed with
the bloodhound, which gives the comparatively heavy head and long folding ears
often shown by him, and at the same time accounts for the delicacy of his nose and
for the coarseness of his coat. At all events, his appearance is not so typical as’
that of the English and Irish breeds. The Gordons are now usually described as
black and tans, to avoid the disputes as to the breeding of the several entries,
for while there is no doubt that many black.tans are not true Gordons, it is also
indisputable that many true Gordons are black, white, and tan. Similar remarks
may apply to the Irish setter, but he has not been treated in the same way, though,
no doubt, a red setter of English breed, without any Irish blood, if exhibiting
the desired points in perfection, would win in an Irish class. I must, however,
take things as I find them, and describe the setter according to the definition given
K
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in our prize lists, omitting the Welsh setter, which is not of sufficient importance
to interest any but the few possessors of him who remain.

The setter is, without doubt, either descended from the spamiel, or both are
offshoots from the same parent stock. Originally—that is before the improvements
in the gun introduced the practice of ‘“shooting flying,”—it is believed that he
was merely a spaniel taught to “stop” or “set” as soon as he came upon the scent
of the partridge, when a net was drawn over the covey by two men. Hence
he was made to drop close to the ground, an attitude which is now unnecessary;
though it is taught by some breakers, and notably to very fast dogs, who could
not otherwise stop themselves quickly enough to avoid flushing. Manifestly, a dog
prone on the ground allowed the net to be drawn over him better than if he
was standing up; and hence the former attitude was preferred, an additional reason
for its adoption being probably that it was more easily taught to a dog like the
spaniel, which has not the natural cataleptic attitude of the pointer. But when
*shooting flying”’ came into vogue, breakers made the attempt to assimilate the
attitude of the setting spaniel, or “setter’ as he was now called, to that of the
pointer; and in process of time, and possibly also by crossing with that dog,
they succeeded, though, even after the lapse of more than a century, the cataleptic
condition is not so fully displayed by the setter as by the pointer. In the present
day, as a rule, the standing position is preferred, though some well known breakers,
and notably George Thomas, Mr. Statter’s keeper, have preferred the “drop,”
which certainly enables a fast dog to stop himself more quickly than he could
do by standing up. It is, however, attended with the disadvantage that in heather
or clover a ‘“dropped” dog cannot be seen nearly so far as if he was standing,
and on one occasion, at the Bala Trials of 1873, the celebrated Ranger was
lost for many minutes, having “dropped” on game in a slight hollow, surrounded
by heather. As a rule, therefore, the standing position is the better one, but
in such fast dogs as Ranger and Drake, “dropping” may be excused. At the
above meeting, however, after a long and evenly-balanced trial between Mr.
Macdona’s Ranger and Mr. R. J. Ll Price’s Belle, the latter only won by her
superior attitude on the point, and Ranger was again penalised for dropping at
Ipswich in 1873.

With regard to the low carriage of the setter’s flag when at work, and his
spaniel-like lashing of it; I think they indicate his spaniel descent, and are to
be considered from that point of view. This “tail action” is now out of fashion
" with many good sportsmen, who allege that grouse as well as partridge do not
lie so well to a dog exhibiting it fully as they do to a quiet trail. In theory this
sounds well, but, as far as I know, it was never propounded until it was required
to excuse the fox-like trail of Drake and Ranger in particular, and generally of
the Laverack setters; and I confess that in practice I never noticed it in a long
experience with both kinds of flag carriage. My Dbias in favour of “tail action”
was founded upon the close observation of three successive litters, which I bred
from a wonderfully good bitch about thirty years ago. ILucy was extremely
handsome, fast, and untiring, which qualities, coupled with a good nose, gave her
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a considerable local reputation; and I think I may quote the opinion of that
excellent sportsman, the present Rector of Wadhurst, who repeatedly shot over
her in my company, that no better single-handed setter was ever seen. She had
merry “tail action” without being overdone, which indeed her great pace forbade;
and I was anxious to breed from her, for which purpose I put her for three
successive years to the late Mr. John Clifton’s Bacchus, of great renown in
‘Worcestershire, nineteen puppies altogether being reared. Of these about half
had the “tail action” of the mother, while the remainder were without it; and
in every case, without a single exception, the “trailers” had no nose whatever, or a
very bad one, while the “lively”” ones possessed excellent scenting powers, and were
indeed nearly all first class dogs. This drew my attention to the two kinds of
flag carriage, and since then I have almost always seen the quiet trail accompanied
by a nose of equal dulness. In the pointer I have not found the same remark
apply, having both seen and myself possessed dogs of that breed with good noses
unaccompanied by ¢ tail action” in a proportion fully equal to one-half, if not more,
and I have consequently abandoned all idea of connecting the one with the other
in the pointer. In the setter, however, I have still thought, from careful observation,
that my original fancy held good, and when I saw Sir R. Garth’s Grouse and May,
produced at Stafford as pure Laveracks, on trial for the first time in public,
the absence of all “tail action” and their low carriage of the head prejudiced me
against the breed, which their subsequent bad performance confirmed. Even the
brilliant pace and style of Countess and Nellie did not entirely dissipate this
original bias ; for, though I am not induced to believe that this strain is, on the
average, possessed of absolutely bad noses, yet I should not say that they come
up to the level of the best old English setter strains, or to the Gordons or Irish.
Indeed, I consider this their weak point. Countess, Nellie, and Daisy could find
game well enough with a good scent, but they were comparatively useless with a
bad one. In addition to Ranger, whose mose in undeniably good, Dash IIL., a
three-quarter Laverack, who has recently won all before him at Horseheath, may
be adduced as a notable exception to the above conclusion; but beyond these I
cannot recollect any setter who has appeared in public without tail action possessed
of an unexceptionably good nose. Hence rightly or wrongly, I have still regarded
these two features as of considerable importance; and, knowing’ them to be
strongly developed in the spaniel, I conclude that they are transmitted to his
descendant the setter, and, as such, that they are to be regarded as his natural
attributes.

The greater frequency of a good nose without “tail action” in the pointer
than in the setter, supposing it to exist, may, I think, be explained in the fol-
lowing way. Both the original pointer and the spaniel undoubtedly always
possessed “tail action,” which has probably been lost in many examples of
each breed by crossing with the hound. Now, the foxhound chiefly tries for
the foot scent, and so does the spaniel; while the peculiarity of the true pointer
is that he carries his head high in the air, trying for the body scent, in which
he is imitated by the best setter strains. As a consequence, according to my
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theory, the hound cross was borne by the pointer, while it was fatal to the
setter, making ‘the latter—who had by a long process of selection lost the
spaniel’s kind of nose in the hands of the most successful breeders—return to
his original low carriage of head and “quest” of the foot scent.

There is a quality of great importance to the enjoyment of a good day’s
shooting over setters or pointers which has not in our field trials, been, I think,
sufficiently attended to, namely, the mental development necessary to distinguish
between a “false point” and one really on game. Even in partridge shooting it
is a great nuisance fo be dragged all across a large field without secing fur or
feather before you, your dog standing “as stiff as a crutch;” but on a grouse
moor it is still worse. Of course even the best dog will occasionally make a
mistake, but to be constantly misleading his master is an unmitigated bore.
There are two or even three causes of this ‘“false pointing.” 1st. A dog may
be so bred as to develop the tendency by association of ideas; that is to say, to
point without any.scent at all, and only from some indication either of eye or
ear. 2ndly. A point often occurs from a dog feeling the scent which has been
left behind by birds or “fur” recently gone away; and 3rdly. Some soft or
lazy dogs point when they are tired, simply to get a rest from their gallop.
Now, as to the first of these causes, I have had little or no personal experience
in the setter ; but I have certainly seen it strongly developed in the old-fashioned
pointer, and notably in a well-known strain kept very pure by the last Tord
Foley, which, like the Laverack setters, were very much in-bred. But they were
very different from that strain in point of stamina and courage, and required no
breaking whatever. I should not, therefore, from their example have suspected
its existence in the Laveracks, which are said to require a great deal of breaking;
although, since it was alleged against them as a fault by “ Setter,” I can call to
mind the fact that Sir R. Garth’s Daisy, when she won at Shrewsbury in
1869, began to point almost as soon as she was cast off by her breaker, and the
general impression was that it was a trick, for which E. Armstrong got the
blame, as her false point ended in a draw; and this going on till she came on
game, Daisy obtained credit which it was thought she did not deserve. Not
having seen Blue Belle III. at Horseheath, I must depend on the evidence of
the Field reporter, who describes her as manifesting the fault five times in succession
in a short time, pointing and staring about her when on the point, in a way to show
clearly that no game was before her. Assuming this account to be correct—as
I have no doubt it is—it eertainly corroborates ¢ Setter’s” statement in a re-
markable manner, and endorses the opinion generally formed that the strain is
too much in-bred. Most probably Mr. Laverack selected for stud purposes those
animals which showed the greatest tendency to point naturally, and in this way
obtained the cataleptic tendency in excess. But this propensity is by no means
objectionable when crossed with other strains, and hence we have seen such good
dogs as Mr. Field’s Daisy, Mr. Macdona’s Ranger, Mr Brewis’s Dash IL, and
Mr. Purcell Llewellin’s Norna and Nora.

" The second kind of “false point” is the most common, and should be severely
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punished in the fully broken dog by every means short of the whip. Most breakers,
and especially when preparing for field trials, are content to get a point, whether
false or true, since the practice usually has been, at public trials, to give the dog
credit for the point, if in the opinion of the judge game had recently gone away,
whether the dog has made out his mistake or not. But the experienced sports-
man is not content with such a mental defect, and expects his pointer or setter
to tell him clearly whether or no he is certain of a find. The nose should be
keen enough to make a dog stop in his gallop however slight the scent, and he
should even point; but no sooner is the stop made, than he should set his brains
to work to discover the actual presence or absence of game, which is easily
made out by a clever dog, who soon finds the scent diminish if not kept up by
a fresh supply from the bird or ground game. To be able to say with certainty
that “ Grouse ” or “ Duke ”’ has game before him, and to march any distance to him
with confidence is a pleasure only equalled by the annoyance suffered, when after
a long march a blank is the result. Hence, I think it highly important that a
“false point” repeated more than once in a short trial should be regarded as
a fatal defect in selecting a dog or bitch for stud purposes.

As to the third kind of false point arising from laziness alone, I need scarcely
remark that a dog exhibiting it is only fit for a hempen collar or a charge of shot.

Points or tHE SETTER.—The numerical value of the points in each breed
is the same, though the description in several of them will vary. I therefore
begin by allotting the following figures to each, referring my readers to the
three articles for their varying definitions.

VALUE oF POINTS IN SETTER.

Value. Value. Value. Value.
Senllles e 10 | Shoulders and Legs, elbows, Tl s N 5
Noge T T 10 chegh . 15 and hocks ... 12 | Symmetry and
Ears, lips, and | Back, quarters Feet . ocicivavions 8 quality ...... 5
eyes i il ... 4 | and stifles... 15 Texture of coat
Neck ............ 6 | and feather 5
! Colonehy:..5..0 0. 5
30 30 | 20 | 20

Grand Total 100,

THE ENGLISH SETTER.

Since the first publication of the articles on the various breeds of dogs in
the Field, during the years 1865.6, the strain of English setters known by the
name of “Laverack,” from the gentleman who bred them, has carried all before
it, both on the show bench and in the public field trials which have been
annually held. For this high character it is greatly indebted to the celebrated
Countess, who was certainly an extraordinary animal, both in- appearance and at
work ; for until she came out the only Laverack which had shone to advantage
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was Sir R. Garth’s Daisy, a good average bitch. Though small, Countess was
possessed of extraordinary pace, not perhaps quite equal to that of the still more
celebrated pointer Drake, but approaching so closely to it that his superiority
would be disputed by many of her admirers. On referring to her portrait
accompanying this chapter, it will be seen that her frame, though on short legs,
is full of elegance, and her beautiful head and neck are absolutely perfect.
‘With her high pace she combined great power of endurance, and her chief fault
was that she never could be fully depended on; for, when fresh enough to
display her speed and style to the full, she would break away from her master
and defy his whistle until she had taken her fling over a thousand acres or so.
On a good scenting day it was a high treat to see her at work; but, like most
other fast gallopers, she would sometimes flush her game on a bad scenting day,
and then she would be wild with shame. An instance of this occurred at the Bala
field trials of 1872, when, on her appearance in the stake for braces with her sister
Nellie, both of these bitches were utterly beyond the control of Mr. Buckell, who
worked them, Nellie even chasing a bird like a raw puppy. To get rid of this
wildness, they were worked hard in the day which intervened between their
appearance in the braces and Countess’s trial in the Rhiwlas Stakes, when she came
out as stale as a poster, and was only placed third to Ranger and Belle. Still,
though manifestly beaten, she evidently was so from bad judgment alone on the
part of those who managed her; and she only injured the character of the stock to
which she belongs so far as to show that, like most high-couraged setters, they
require a certain amount of work to keep them steady, which it appears she had not
had. Nellie (the sister) was of the same size, but not so fast nor so elegant; still
she was good enough to beat the crack on ome occasion at Vaynol in 1872, but on
most days she would have stood no chance against Countess. She served to show
that Countess was not wholly exceptional, as was sometimes alleged by the detractors
of the “Laverack”; and these two bitches, together with Sir R. Garth’s Daisy,
may fairly be adduced as indicating that at all events these Laverack bitches were
quite first-class. No, dog, however, of the pure breed has yet put in an appearance
at any field trial with any pretension to high form, but several winners have
appeared half or quarter bred of that strain. For example, Mr. Statter’s Bruce,
by Dash (Laverack) out of owner’s Rheebe, and his Rob Roy, by Fred II (also
Laverack) out of the same bitch, may be adduced; but Dick and Dan, by Duke
(of the Corbet and Graham strain) out of Rheebe, were far superior to these dogs,
and serve to show that, at all events as crosses for other breeds, the Laveracks
are not to be so highly recommended as Mr. Lort and other disciples of the
“Taverack” school would lead us to believe. The cross which has been most
successful is that with Mr. Lort’s, Sir R. Garth’s, and Mr. Paul Hackett’s blood,
culminating in the third remove from the Laverack kennel in Mr. Macdona’s
Ranger. This dog was fully as fast as Countess, with a keener nose and far better
temperament, being, when in form, as steady and dependable as a steam locomotive.
Mr. Macdona’s favourite may be classed A 1 among the field trial winners in
a quintet including Drake, Countess, Dash II., and Belle; the Irish setter,
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Plunket, approaching them very nearly, but not quite reaching their level. Roll
and Frank, who won several prizes on the show bench, are of the same cross as
the grandsire of Ranger, all being out of Lort’s Dip by a Laverack dog, and
these last being all the same blood, as I shall presently show, though their sires
are respectively named Rock and Fred II Roll was a grand dog in shape, with
the exception of his loin, in which a certain amount of slackness was displayed
when a little out of condition, as he generally was when shown, being a shy feeder.
I am told by Mr. Lort, who shot over him for some time, that he was as good
in the field as on the bench, but when I tried him he had no nose whatever. His
pace was very great, with the usual Laverack quiet trail of flag; and the spaniel-like
character peculiar to the Laverack dogs is also quite lost in him by the cross with
the Anglesea bitch Dip. Next to this cross comes that with the Corbet and
OGraham strains as shown in Mr. Brewis’s Dash IL, who this year (1877) has
beaten Ranger in two out of three stakes at Shrewsbury and Horseheath, and whose
portrait I have selected, with that of Countess, to illustrate this breed as excellent
specimens of the high-bred English setter, though the dog is still, in my opinion,
a little too spaniel-like in the shape of the body. He and his sister, Daisy, also
a field trial winner, are by Laverack’s Blue Prince, out of Armstrong’s Old Kate.
This bitch is by Laverack’s old Blue Dash, out of E. Armstrong’s Kate, sister to
his Duke, the sire of Dan, about whose stock a great deal has been written in the
highest terms by “ Percival” and * Setter” in the Field and elsewhere, and by Mr.
Purcell Llewellyn, who has used him as a stud dog almost exclusively to cross with
his Laverack bitches, after purchasing him at a very high price, together with his
brother Dick, from Mr. Statter at the Shrewsbury meeting of 1871. The opinions
expressed by these gentlemen must be taken cum grano salis, as they are manifestly
interested in the breed, which they style as par excellence ““the field trial breed”
from the successes obtained by its component parts at these trials. I shall there-
fore confine myself in my remarks on it to their public performances as observed by
myself and others, disregarding all private opinions in this as in all other cases,
from my experience of the little reliance to be placed upon them.

The most remarkable feature in the Laverack breed of setters is the extra-
ordinary extent to which in-breeding has been carried, as shown in the pedigree
of Countess, given by Mr. Laverack in his book on the setter. By examining this
carefully, it will be seen that every animal in it is descended from Ponto and Old
Moll, which were obtained by Mr. Laverack in 1825 from the Rev. A, Harrison,
who lived near Carlisle, and who had kept the breed pure for thirty-five years.
Four names only besides these two are found in the right hand column, and these
four are all descended from Ponto and Old Moll, as will be seen at a glance by
referring to the names in italic in the middle of the table. Thus it appears that
they alone formed Mr. Laverack’s breed, though he often stated that he had tried
the introduction of alien blood, but finding it not to answer he had abandoned the
produce, and resorted again to the original stock. This has led to the belief that
the pedigree is incorrect, but he was very positive in his statement. If correct,
it certainly is the most remarkable case of breeding in and in I ever met with.
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The supporters of the opinion that Mr. Laverack’s pedigrees are incorrect adduce
two arguments against him, first, that he has, shortly before his death, given different
pedigrees of his stud dogs; and, secondly, that the average duration of life in
each generation, from Dash and Belle, to Countess, Nellie, and Sam, was fully
nine years, which is certainly very remarkable, though within the bounds of
possibility. The first of these arguments does not go for much, as we all know
that after a man has passed his 70th year his memory is not often to be relied on ;
and, as to the second, though per se highly improbable, it is, as I have above
remarked, by no means impossible. But the discussion of this point is of little
practical interest, the “ Laverack” breed having been sufficiently tested in practice
to stand on its own merits without regard to any theoretical opinions. No one
disputes that it is in-bred to an extent which few would care to imitate; and
if it could be proved that a cross had been occasionally introduced, instead of being
considered to have lost in value, I should estimate it more highly. The discussion,
therefore, is purely one of curiosity, and need not influence any breeder in his
selection of a breeding stud.

—. To this in-breeding is, no doubt, to be attributed the fact that the Laverack
setters are very difficult to rear, and that a large proportion of them die of dis-
temper. Whether or no the average working ““form ” of the breed is a high one,
is very difficult to decide; but, undoubtedly, Countess and her sister Nelly were
grand specimens of the high-bred setter. Nearly all the pure Laverack dogs which
have been shown are too spaniel-like in shape to please my eye, the only exceptions
I remember being Prince and Rock, and to some extent the well-known Sam,
brother to Countess and Nellie; nevertheless, they have not the spaniel carriage
of the flag alluded to above, which is in them generally trailed like that of the
fox, and without any lashing or feathering. Probably it is owing to the excessive
in-breeding of the Laveracks injuring their health that they have not succeeded
as well as might be expected as sires; but at all events, from whatever cause, a
good deal of disappointment has been felt by breeders on that score. Nevertheless,
for work the breed still maintains the high character gained for it in its purity
by Countess, Nellie, and Garth’s Daisy, and for its crosses by Ranger, Dick,
Dash II., Field’s Daisy, Prince, Ginx’s Baby, Glen, Rhoda, Druid, Norah and
Nora, and, last, but not least, that excellent little bitch, Mr. Lloyd Price’s Queen,
by Blue Prince out of the Rev. S. East’s Quaver IL.—bred by that gentleman from
his own old Shropshire blood.

A great many different strains of English setters might be adduced from all
parts of the country, but notably from the north of England, with claims superior
to those of Mr. Laverack’s strain, up to the time of the institution of field trials.
Among these were the Graham and Corbet breeds, those of the Earl of Tankerville,
Lord Waterpark, Mr. Bishop, Mr. Bayley, Mr. Lort, Mr. Jones (of Oscott), Major
Cowan, Mr. Withington, Mr. Paul Hackett, and Mr. Calver, the last two being
a good deal crossed with Gordon blood. None of these strains were, however,
so generally known beyond the immediate circle of their owners’ friends as to
have gained a universal reputation; and it was not till the public appearance

L
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of Mr. Garth’s Daisy, and afterwards that of Mr. Purcell Llewellyn’s Countess
and Nelly, that the Taverack strain attained its present high reputation. Before
Daisy came out, Mr. Garth had produced a brace of very bad ones at Stafford
in 1867; and it was with considerable prejudice against them that the above
celebrated bitches first exhibited their powers, in spite of the high character given
of them by Mr. Lort, Mr. Withington, and other well-known sportsmen who
had shot over them for years. It is Mr. Lort’s opinion that Mr. Withington
possessed better dogs than even Countess; but it must not be forgotten that
private trials are generally more flattering than those before the public.

I come now to consider the value of Mr. Llewellyn’s ¢ field trial” strain, as
they are somewhat grandiloquently termed by their “promoters,” or as I shall
term them, the ¢Dan-Laveracks,” being all either by Dan out of ILaverack
bitches, or by a Laverack dog out of a sister to Dan. As a proof of the superiority
of this cross to the pure Laveracks ‘ Setter ” states, that *during the last two
years ten of this breed ” (Laveracks), ‘“and ten of the Duke-Rheebe and Laverack
cross have been sent to America ; the former including Petrel, winner of the champion
prize at Birmingham, Pride of the Border, Fairy, and Victress; the latter including
Rock, Leicester, Rob Roy, Dart, and Dora, the same men being owners of both
sorts. At the American shows both sorts have appeared, and the Rhoebe blood
has always beaten the TLaverack. At field trials no Laverack has been entered;
but, first, second, and third prizes were gained at their last field trials, in the
champion stakes, by dogs of the Rheebe blood, all descended from Mr. Llewellyn’s
kennel.” I confess that, in my opinion, this does not indicate any superiority
in the one over the other, as far as regards field trials, since they were mnot
tested together; and, in reference to the superiority of the Dan-Laveracks on
the show bench, it is of little interest to my present inquiry, but I un-
hesitatingly state, that, as far as my judgment and opportunities for forming
it go, “Setter” is quite correct. Dan himself was a very fine upstanding and
handsome dog, and his stock might therefore be expected to resemble him, while
the Laverack dogs are nearly all heavy and lumbering, and the bitches, though
very elegant, too small and delicate for perfection. But, as I have above remarked,
the Laveracks have not shown very delicate noses in public, and indeed I have
always considered them rather deficient than otherwise in this quality, which
is the worst point of the setter as compared with the pointer, and should be
regarded, therefore, as the first essential in estimating any of its strains. Now,
though I have always regarded Duke himself as on the whole a good dog, especially
in pace and range, and have estimated Dan and Duke, the result of his cross
with Mr. Statter’'s Rhoebe, favourably, as compared with the Laverack litters as
shown in Bruce and Rob Roy, yet I never considered Dan as a good cross for
the Laverack bitches, because his sire always showed a want of nose similar to
that of the Laveracks themselves. Duke is said by ¢Setter,” and I believe
correctly, to have received a high character from Mr. Barclay Field for his nose
as exhibited in private, but he was notoriously deficient in this quality when brought
before the public, going with his head low, and feeling the foot rather than the
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body scent. In proof of this defect it is only necessary to say that he was beaten
by Hamlet and Young Kent in this quality at Bala in 1867, when the judge gave
him only thirty-one out of a possible forty for ‘“nose;”’ while at Stafford in the
following spring Rex found birds twenty yards behind the place where he had
left his point, and thereby gained the cup, Sir V. Corbett, the breeder of Duke,
being one of the judges, and loud in admiration of Rex’s nose, at the same time
finding fanlt with that of Duke. Indeed, this defect was always made the excuse
for E. Armstrong’s constant interference with him by hand and voice—whether
rightly or wrongly I do not pretend to say, but it evidently marked that clever
breaker’s want of confidence in his dog’s nose. Of Rhebe herself I do not recollect
enough to give an opinion as to this quality in her individually; and among her
produce I do not remember any but Bruce and Dan that displayed even an average
amount of scenting powers. Rob Roy was notoriously deficient in nose; and
Dick, brother to Dan, in his second season, was constantly making false points,
and is so described in the report of the Southampton Trials of 1872. For these
reasons, although I had always considered the Duke-Rhwbe cross superior to the
two Laverack-Rheebe litters, I never expected Dan to get such a good bitch
as Norna in point of nose and correct carriage of head and flag, according to my
ideas. If Nora, as alleged by her owner and ‘Setter,” as well as by the Field
reporter at Horseheath, is superior to her, I can only make my apology to Dan,
and admit that he has turned out a better sire than I expected, and than might
have been gathered from the performances of Laura, Leda, and Druid, at the
Devon and Cornwall, and Sleaford trials of 1874, which I saw. These two bitches
were slow and without any style whatever, while the dog, though moderately
fast, was well beaten by Ranger at Sleaford at all points.

In 1875 it is true he turned the tables on Mr. Macdona’s dog, who was out
of all form at that meeting, but he could only get second to Viscount Downe’s
Sam, who was consequently at once added to Mr. Llewellin’s kennel. Taking
into consideration that the dogs which have been exhibited by Mr. Llewellin are
picked from a very large kennel, and that as far as I have seen them perform, they
have not proved themselves to be above the average, I can only come to the
conclusion that Dan has not done any great good in improving the Laveracks,
except in size and looks. Neither do I place him or any of his stock in the
first rank of field trials winners, which in setters would, I think, include only
Countess, Ranger, and Dash IIL, forming with the pointers Drake and Belle, a
quintet in class Al, as remarked above. -Dan came out in public only once, it
is true, though winning three stakes at that meeting; but he met the same
competitors in all, and the victory was virtually a single one. After this he put
his shoulder out and never appeared in public, but his brother Dick, who was
coupled with him in the braces, and went equally well with him in the short trial
accorded them, did nothing worth speaking of next year, except to win the brace
prize at Southampton, “ by a succession of false points, in which he was splendidly
backed” by his companion Ruby; and to divide the Stoneham Stakes with his
only competitor Robin, “ neither being able to find birds,” though Dick * made
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many points, all of which turned out to be at nothing,” according to the report in
the Field, which is no doubt worthy of all credit from the well known ability
of the writer. Moreover, Dan at Shrewsbury had a very narrow escape of defeat
by Rake, as recorded by myself at the time, so that on mature reflection I have
no hesitation in placing him below the first class; but possibly he is entitled to
rank in the second along with Plunket and his son and daughter, Kite and Music
(Irish), together with Kate, Rex and Lang (Gordons). To them may probably be
added the Dan-Laveracks Nora and Norah, and also Die, the last two winners
respectively at Shrewsbury and Horseheath of the puppy stakes, all more or less
crossed with the late Mr. Laverack’s strain. To sum up, therefore, it may be safely
alleged that his setters have been of great service to sportsmen in giying pace and
style when crossed with other breeds.

The points of the English setter may be described as follows :

1. The skull (value 10) has a character peculiar to itself, somewhat between
that of the pointer and cocker spaniel, not so heavy as the former’s, and larger than
the latter’s. It is without the prominence of the occipital bone so remarkable in
the pointer, is also narrower between the ears, and there is a decided brow over the
eyes.

2. The nose (value 5) should be long and wide, without any fullness under the
eyes. There should be in the average dog setter at least four inches from the
inner corner of the eye to the end of the nose. Between the point and the root
of the nose there should be a slight depression—at all events, there should be no
fullness—and the eyebrows should rise sharply from it. The nostrils must be wide
apart and large in the openings, and the end should be moist and cool, though
many a dog with exceptionally good scenting powers has had a remarkably
dry nose, amounting in some cases to roughness like that of shagreen. In all
setters the end of the nose should be black, or dark liver-coloured, but in the
very best bred whites or lemon and whites pink is often met with, and may in
them be pardoned. The jaws should be exactly equal in length, a “snipe
nose,” or “ pig jaw,” as the receding lower one is called, being greatly against its
DOSSeSSOT.

8 Ears, lips, and eyes (value 4). With regard to ears, they should be shorter
than the pointer’s and rounded, but not so much so as those of the spaniel. The
“leather ” should be thin and soft, carried closely to the cheeks, so as not to show
the inside, without the slightest tendency to prick the ear, which should be clothed
with silky hair little more than two inches in length. The lips also are not so
full and pendulous as those of the pointer, but at their angles there should be a
slight fullness, not reaching quite to the extent of hanging. The eyes must be full
of animation, and of medium size, the best colour being a rich brown, and they
should be set with their angles straight across.

4. The neck (value 6) has not the full rounded muscularity of the pointer,
being considerably thinner, but still slightly arched, and set into the head without
that prominence of the occipital bone which is so remarkable in that dog. It must
not be ¢ throaty,” though the skin is loose.
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5. The shoulders and chest (value 15) should display great liberty in all
directions, with sloping deep shoulder blades, and elbows well let down. The
chest should be deep rather than wide, though Mr. Laverack insists on the contrary
formation, italicising the word wide in his remarks at page 22 of his book.
Possibly it may be owing to this formation that his dogs have not succeeded at
any field trial, as above remarked; for the bitches of his breed, notably Countess
and Daisy, which I have seen, were as narrow as any setter breeder could desire.
I am quite satisfied that on this point Mr. Laverack is altogether wrong. I fully
agree with him, however, that the “ribs should be well sprung behind the shoulder,”
and great depth of the back ribs should be especially demanded.

6. Back, quarters, and stifles (value 15). An arched loin is desirable, but
not to the extent of being “roached” or ‘ wheel-backed,” a defect which
generally tends to a slow up-and-down gallop. Stifles well bent, and set wide apart,
to allow the hind legs to be brought forward with liberty in the gallop.

7. Legs, elbows, and hocks (value 12). The elbows and toes, which generally
go together, should be set straight; and if not, the ““pigeon-toe” or inturned leg
is less objectionable than the out-turn, in which the elbow is confined by its close
attachment to the ribs. The arm should be muscular and the bone fully developed,
with strong and broad knees, short pasterns, of which the size in point of bone
should be as great as possible (a very important point), and their slope not exceeding
a very slight deviation from the straight line. Many good judges insist upon
a perfectly upright pastern, like that of the foxhound; but it must not be forgotten
that the setter has to stop himself suddenly when at full stretch he catches scent,
and to do this with an upright and rigid pastern causes a considerable strain on the
ligaments, soon ending in “ knuckling over;’”” hence a very slight bend is to be
preferred. The hind legs should be muscular, with plenty of bone, clean strong
hocks, and hairy feet.

The feet (value 8) should be carefully examined, as upon their capability of
standing wear and tear depends the utility of the dog. A great difference of
opinion exists as to the comparative merits of the cat and hare foot for standing
work. Foxhound masters invariably select that of the cat, and, as they have
better opportunities than any other class of instituting the necessary comparison,
their selection may be accepted as final. But, as setters are specially required
to stand wet and heather, it is imperatively necessary that there should be a good
growth of hair between the toes, and on this account a hare foot, well clothed with
hair, as it generally is, must be preferred to a cat foot naked, as is often the case,
except on the upper surface. .

9. The flag (value 5) is in appearance very characteristic of the breed, although
it sometimes happens that one or two puppies in a well-bred litter exhibit a curl or
other malformation, usually considered to be indicative of a stain. It is often
compared to a scimitar, but it resembles it only in respect of its narrowness, the
amount of curl in the blade of this Turkish weapon being far too great to make
it the model of the setter’s flag. Again, it has been compared to a comb; but
as combs are usually straight, here again the simile fails, as the’ setter’s flag
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should have a gentle sweep; and the nearest resemblance to any familiar form
is to the scythe with its curve reversed. The feather must be composed of
straight silky hairs, and beyond the root the less short hair on the flag the
better, especially towards the point, of which the bone should be fine, and the
feather tapering with it.

10. Symmetry and quality (value 5). In character the setter should display a
great amount of ¢ quality,” a term which is difficult of explanation, though fully
appreciated by all experienced sportsmen. It means a combination of symmetry,
as understood by the artist, with the peculiar attributes of the breed under
examination, as interpreted by the sportsman. Thus, a setter possessed of such a
frame and outline as to charm an artist would be considered by the sportsman
defective in “ quality” if he possessed a curly or harsh coat, or if he had a
heavy head with pendant bloodhoundlike jowl and throaty meck. The general
outline is very elegant, and more taking to the eye of the artist than that of the
pointer.

11. The texture and feather of coat (value 5) are much regarded among
setter breeders, a soft silky hair without curl being considered a sine qud nom.
The feather should be considerable, and should fringe the hind as well as the
fore legs.

12. The colour of coat (value 5) is not much insisted on among English setters,
a great variety being admitted. These are now generally classed as follows, in
the order given: (1) Black and white ticked, with large splashes, and more or
less marked with black, known as “ blue Belton;” (2) orange and white freckled
known as orange Belton; (3) plain orange, or lemon and white; (4) liver and
white; (5) black and white, with slight tan markings; (6) black and white; (7)
liver and white; (8) pure white; (9) black; (10) liver; (11) red or yellow.

THE BLACK-TAN SETTER.
(SOMETIMES CALLED (GORDON.)

The black-tan setter, until the institution of shows, was commonly called
“ Gordon,” from the fact that the Dukes of Gordon had long possessed a strain
of setters of that colour, which had obtained a high reputation. At the first
dog show held at Newcastle in June 1859, Mr. Jobling’s (of Morpeth) black
and tan Dandy was shown with success in an open class; and in November of
the same year Mr. Burdett’s Brougham followed suit at Birmingham. In 1861
Mr. Burdett’s Ned (son of Brougham) won the first prize in an open class at
Birmingham, after which a special class was made for dogs of that colour at Bir-
mingham, London, and other large shows, the breeders of English dogs fancying
that the beautiful colour of the “ Gordons” was too much in their favour. Up
to the above-mentioned period the black-tan setter had not been generally intro-
duced into the midland and southern counties of England, Mr. Brown, of Melton
Mowbray, Mr. Burdett, of Birmingham, the Rev. T. Pierce of Morden, and Mr.
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Calver of East Harling, Norfolk, having been the chief breeders in those districts.
Mr. Burdett’s Ned was a very handsome, useful-looking dog, and was sold at a
good price, together with his brother Rock, to Sir J. Rivett Carnac, of Warborne,
Hampshire, by whom they were shot over for two or three seasons. Mr. Pearce
won several prizes with Argyll II., Regent, and Ruby at the early shows; but
it was not till the appearance of Kent, shown by Sir E. Hoare at the Ashburnham
Hall Show, London, in 1863, that the strong furore, which from that time set in,
was displayed. Beating Argyll IL, bred by Mr. Pearce (but shown in another
name, having been previously sold), he was at once claimed by Mr. Pearce at
the selling price (30 guineas), and proved a profitable investment, earning for
his owner a large annual income for several years at the stud, and winning several
prizes in the champion classes, together with' the gold medal at the Paris Show
of 1865. On the show bench his grand head and rich colour drew general attention
to him, and it was only to those that could see him out that his rather weak hind.-
quarters were visible. Taking prize after prize at Cremorne, Birmingham (four
times), Islington (twice), Worcester and Paris, his extraordinary career naturally
caused a great amount of jealousy, and he was called by the opposition party a
“cur,” a “mongrel,” a “half-bloodhound,” and a dozen other bad names. ‘Since
that time, however, the real facts of the case have been revealed; and there is
little doubt that he was descended on his sire’s side from Mr. Jobling’s kennel,
and on his dam’s from that of Mr. Adamson. He was bought when a puppy by
Sir E. Hoare from an old rabbit-catcher on his estate, who had brought him up
under a cat. Probably to his early confinement and bad rearing may be attributed
his weak hind-quarters. So convinced, however, was Mr. Pearce of his purity of
breeding that he determined to put the matter to the test of experiment, and
offered to trust one of his stock out of Regent to the care of the writer of this
article, to be brought up where he could not possibly see game, and at the
proper age, namely, nine or ten months, to be introduced to it without
previously being entered to it in any way. The result was in accordance with
Mr. Pearce’s prophecy, for the puppy not only beat his ground in fine style, but
at the end of a few hours’ work began to stand his birds as only a well-bred pointer
or setter will do, without any artificial education of any kind. Of course the report
of this trial added greatly to Kent’s reputation, and, being followed by the successes
of Rex (the above puppy) at Stafford and Shrewsbury, where he won three cups,
beating in the final trial Mr. Field’s Duke, who had gained a high reputation in
previous years, Kent had so strong a run at the stud for several years, that it
would be difficult in the present day to find a black-tan setter without a strain
of his blood. Mr. Pearce’s Regent had several large litters by him, including
Rex, Young Kent, Iona, La Reine, Dame, Deal, and Silk—all winners at shows
or field trials. Mr. Stokes’s Shot, successful at Birmingham and Islington in
1868-9, was out of La Reine; and Mr. J. H. Salter’s Young Rex, winner at
Brighton in 1876, is by Rex.

But, in spite of the above successes, it cannot be denied that the genera,l
opinion of good sportsmen in the south has not been in favour of the breed




80 THE DOGS OF THE BRITISH ISLANDS.

since the institution of field trials, in which it has been brought into competition
with the English and Irish setter. Both Rex and Young Xent had shown
marvellous powers of scent, but exception was taken to their tiring action, and
it must be admitted that six hours’ work was enough at one time for either of
them, and probably too much for Young Kent. Both dogs also were headstrong,
and required severe treatment to keep them under command, and, though neither
showed the slightest disposition to unsteadiness on the point, yet both were
jealous behind, and it was difficult to make them work to hand. Among the
numberless specimens of the breed (black tan) which I have seen at work, not
one has shown the solicitude to catch the eye of the shooter which is so essential
to that perfect correspondence of man and dog which ensures sport, The pointer
or setter ought always to know where his master is, and if put into high covert,
such as beans, should raise his head at short intervals above them to ascertain
his whereabouts. Now, as far as my experience goes, black-tan setters, and
notably the Kents, never do this, and cannot be taken off a scent without very
great severity, till they have satisfied themselves of its fallacy. Most of those
tried in the field have been dead slow, including Mr. Stokes’s Shot, Mr. Purcell
Llewellyn’s Wick, and Mr. Furner’s Dorset; but Lang, by Reuben, was fast
enough for anyone, though not showing much nose, and Mr. Adey’s Kate in
her puppy season was fast and clever, showing also an excellent nose, while
Young Kent displayed fair pace, and Rex was far above the average in this
respect. On the whole it may be said that the verdict has gone against the
breed in England, and, as far as I know, no breeder of experience in the south
adheres to it, with the exception of Mr. J. H. Salter; nor is it much more approved
of on the moors by the general public.

The points of the black-tan setter are very nearly the same as those of the
English dog, the only deviations being as follows:

1. The shull is usually a little heavier than that of the English setter, but
in other respects it resembles it.

2. The nose, also, is like the English setter’s; but it is usually a trifle
wider.

9. The flag is nsually a trifle shorter than that of the English setter, which
it otherwise resembles in shape.

11. The coat is generally harder and coarser than that of the English or Irish
setter, occasionally with a strong disposition to curl, as in the celebrated champi.ns
Reuben and Regent.

12. The colour is much insisted on. The black should be rich, witk.at
mixture with the tan, and the latter should be a deep mahogany red, without any
tendency to fawn. It is admitted that the original Gordons were often black,
tan, and white; but, as in all our shows the classes are limited to black-tan,
the long arguments which have been adduced on that score are now obsolete.
A little white on the chest, and a white toe or two, are not objected to; but a
decided frill is considered by most judges to be a blemish. The red tan should
be shown on lips, cheeks, throat, spot over the eyes, fore legs nearly to the elbows,
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hind legs up to stifles, and on the under side of the flag, but not running into its
long hair.

I have selected Mr. Coath’s Lang to illustrate this breed, and Mr. Baker has
furnished a wonderful likeness of this elegant dog. On the show bench he has
been very successful since the retirement of his sire Reuben from old age, having
won first and champion prizes at Glasgow, Edinburgh, Crystal Palace (twice),
Birmingham (thrice), and Alexandra Palace. At the Shrewsbury field trials of
1872 and 1873, he was entered, and showed great pace and a fine style of going;
but in the former year his pace was too great for the absence of scent and covert
which prevailed there, and he was put out by Mr. Armstrong’s Don, in one of
those unsatisfactory trials to which owners of dogs have so often been reduced
there. In the next year he showed well at first with Mr. Barclay Field’s Rake,
but was put out from chasing fur. At the same meeting he was bracketed with
Mr Macdona’s Ranger in the braces, but not being quite steady behind, they were
beaten by Mr. Barclay Field’s Bruce and Rose. He is a fine slashing dog, of good
size, possessing plenty of bone without lumber, and excellent legs and feet. His
pedigree is an excellent one, being as follows:

{Milo (Maleolm’s) ...... Rpdy, (Jasting o)
Reuben .........
Ruin (Lord Rosslyn’s) {gfgﬁz "
Lang (Mr. Coath’s) (Pedigree nnknown. From
Suwarrow (Bireh’s) ... { Duke of Buccleuch’s
M Kennels)
UL fe g Kent (Pearce’s)
B OUT CONs A et {Old Moll, by Jobling’s
Dandy.

It will be seen that he goes back to Jobling’s Dandy, on the side of both
sire and dam,

The black and tan setter crosses well with the Irish, and Mr Salter possesses an
excellent specimen of the cross in his Young Rex, winner of the first prize at Brighton
in the black and tan class in 1876. This dog is by Rex (son of Kent and Regent),
out of Sal, a well-bred bitch descended from Major Hutchinson’s Bob, and is a
good looking dog, as well as a fine mover. Mr. Purcell Llewellyn has also crossed
the Laveracks with it, the result, in 1872, being a very beautiful orange belton
bitch, Flame, out of Carrie, who was by Pilkington’s Dash, out of a daughter of
Hutchinson’s Bob (winner of the champion prize at the Crystal Palace in 1875);
and also a 1st prize winner at the Crystal Palace in 1872, and a 2nd at Birmingham
in the same year.

THE IRISH SETTER.

This breed has long been known to sportsmen throughout Great Britain as

a good onme, especially in point of stamina, and a class was set apart for it at

Birmingham in 1860, a year before the black and tans were similarly favoured,

though, I think, hardly from so flattering a cause, and most probably from the
M
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circumstance that Mr. Jones, of Oscott, who was then a prominent member of
the committee, possessed two specimens of the breed, which he had recently
obtained from Ireland; but, to his disgust, Major Irving, who judged the class,
awarded the first prize to Mr. R. F. Onslow, of Herefordshire; Mr. Jones getting
a second only with his Carlo, with which dog, however, under the same jndge,
he beat a better class in 1861, including Mr. Watts’ Ranger, a slashing one in
appearance, but, unfortunately with a pedigree which was disputed. In 1863
Major Hutchinson brought out Bob, whose pedigree exhibits a strain of the
celebrated La Touche breed, and with him he carried off the chief prizes at
Birmingham, Cremorne, and Islington in 1864, leading to his selection for the
illustration of the article on the Irish Setter in 1865. He, was, however, not a
typical specimen, being too heavy both in frame and head, and obviously over-
topped, although otherwise useful, and, I have reason to believe, thoroughly
good in the fleld. In 1867 Capt. Allaway exhibited his beautiful brace, Shot
and Grouse, which were generally accepted as showing all the peculiarities of
the breed, and were of such a fine formation, that Shot, considered by me inferior in
shape to his brother, obtained the silver cup for the best setter in the show,
after a warm dispute between the two judges, Messrs. Lang and Walker, in
~ which the former, an excellent and experienced judge, stuck to the Irishman
throughout, while the latter was as strongly in favour of Fred II., a well-
known Laverack, and I as referee was called on to decide between them. Capt.
Allaway maintained his position till 1871, when Capt. Cooper brought out his
Ranger, a son of Hutchinson’s Bob, and also straining back on the dam’s side
to the La Touche kennel. At length, in 1873, Dr. Stone came out with his Dash,
who was admitted to be almost perfect in shape, and of the true type. He took
every prize until age compelled his retirement in favour of Mr. Hilliard’s Palmerston,
who may now be considered the best public representative of the breed. Dash
is of Dr. Stone’s own strain, which he has kept to himself for twenty-five years,
in colour blood-red, showing white on his head and toes, and also on his neck,
with great quality, and a faultless frame.

There is no reason to suppose that any improvement had taken place in this
breed in its native country until very recently, when the institution of local shows
seems to have stimulated Irish breeders to fresh exertions; but in the exhibits
which have been made on this side the Channel the chain of progress has been
unbroken from Carlo to Dash and Palmerston. In the field trials, the Rev. J. C.
Macdona has raised its character by producing his Plunket at Shrewsbury in 1870,
after which he was sold to Mr. Purcell Llewellyn, and took prizes at Vaymol,
Southampton, and Shrewsbury. This dog was very small and bitch-like in ap-
pearance, and rather light in colour, but his pace was very great, though not
perhaps quite equal to that of the Laverack Countess, while his style of going
and his attitude on the point were far superior to hers. He was bred by the
Hon. D. Plunket, and combines the blood of that gentleman’s kennel with the
La Touche and Hutchinson strains. Mr. Purcell Llewellyn purchased him in
the height of his successes, and bred several average dogs from him out of Kate
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(of the Knight of- Kerry’s strain), including Kimo, Kite, and Kitty ; while another
litter, out of Bucknell’s Min, contained Marvel, May, and Knowing, less successful
than the former, both on the bench and in the field. With the solitary exception
of Plunket and his danghter Music, who was at Vaynol in 1872, however, no Irish
setter has shown anything like high form in the field trials, Mr. Purcell Llewellyn’s
Samson, who is above the average, being crossed with the Laverack Prince through
his dam, Carrie, though both are entered in the Stud Book as Irish setters.

After a great deal of discussion, a separate class has been made in Dublin
and elsewhere for “reds’ and “ white and reds,” it being shown that there are two
distinet strains of the Irish setter, of these colours respectively. The white and
reds stand no chance in the open classes, and yet it was considered hard to debar
them from all prizes, especially as by some good judges they are thought to
possess better noses than the reds.  According to my judgment the rich red,
or blood-red colour as it is described, is made a little too much of, and I should
strongly object to the passing over of excellence in shape because the colour is
too pale; a marked instance of which happened at the Brighton show of 1876.
Here one of the grandest bitches I ever saw in shape, size, and quality, ‘who
had won several prizes in Ireland, and moreover of excellent blood, succumbed
to a very moderate animal, simply because her coat was too pale in colour, though
very little, if any, paler than that of the above-mentioned excellent dog Plunket.
If this class had been judged by points, the bitch in question would have distanced
her competitors, because she would have been credited with a full allowance for
all other qualities, and could only have had ten points altogether knocked off
for the negative value of colour.

The old breeds of this dog most celebrated are the O’Connor (generally
Imown as La Touche), Lord Dillon’s, Lord Clancarty’s, Lord Lismore’s, Lord de
Fresne’s (usually called the French Park), the Mount Hedges, Lord Rossmore’s,
and the Marquis of Waterford’s. In modern days Dr. Stone, Major Hutchinson,
Capt. Cooper, Capt. French, Mr. H. B. Knox, Hon. D. Plunket, Capt. W. Allaway,
Mr. Hilliard, Mr. Lipscombe, Mr. C. Brien, and Miss Warburton have been most
successful on the show bench, but, with the exception of Plunket, none of them
have proved the excellence of their strains at any field trials.

In points the Irish setter only differs from the English in the following :

1. The skull is somewhat longer and narrower, the eyebrows being well raised,
and the occipital prominence as marked as in the pointer.

2. The nose is a trifle longer, with good width, and square at the end; nostrils
wide and open, with the nose itself of a deep mahogany or very dark fleshy-colour,
not pink nor black.

8. Eyes, ears, and lips.—The eyes should be a rich brown or mahogany colour,
well set, and full of intelligence; a pale or gooseberry eye is to be avoided. Fars
long enough to reach within half an inch or an inch of the end of the nose, and,
though more tapering than in the English dog, never coming to a point;
they should be set low and close, but well back, and not approaching to the
hound’s in setting and leather. Whiskers red; lips deep, but not pendulous.
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5 and 6. In frame the Irish dog is higher on the leg than either the English
or black and tan, but his elbows are well let down nevertheless; his shoulders
are long and sloping ; brisket deep, but never wide; and his back ribs are some-
what shorter than those of his English brethren. Loin good, slightly arched,
and well coupled to his hips, but not very wide; quarters slightly sloping, and
flag set on rather low, but straight, fine in bone, and beautifully carried. Breeders
are, however, going for straight backs like that of Palmerston, with flags set on
as high as in the English setter.

7. Legs very straight, with good hocks, well-bent stifles, and muscular but
not heavy haunches. k

8. The feet are hare-like, and moderately hairy between the toes.

9. The flag is clothed with a long straight comb of hair, never bushy or
curly, and this is beautifully displayed on the point.

11. The coat should be somewhat coarser than that of the English setter,
being midway between that and the black and tan, wavy, but not curly, and by
no means long. Both hind and fore legs are well feathered, but not profusely,
and the ears are furnished with feather to the same extent, with a slight wave,
but no turn.

12. The colour should be a rich blood red, without any trace of black on
the ears or along the back; in many of the best strains, however, a pale colour
or an occasional tinge of black is shown. A little white on the neck, breast, or
toes is by no means objectionable, and there is no doubt that the preponderance
of white, so as to constitute what is called ‘ white and red,” is met with in some
good strains.

In his work the Irish setter is fast and enduring; his nose is quite up to the
.average of fast dogs in delicacy, and to those who are limited to a small kennel
he is an invaluable aid to the gun. His style of going is very beautiful, with head
well up and feeling for the body scent; he has a free action of the shoulders;
hind legs brought well under him, and a merry lashing of the flag on the slightest
indication of scent—often, indeed, without it. His advocates contend that he is
as steady as any other setter when once broken, but, as far as my experience
goes, I scarcely think this position can be maintained. Neither Plunket, nor
any that I have seen of Mr. Purcell Llewellin’s breeding, nor indeed any of
those which T have had out in private, have been always reliable, and I fear that,
like almost all other setters of such high courage, it must be admitted that he
requires work to keep him in a state of control fit for immediate use with the
gun. In this respect, and indeed in delicacy of mnose, both the English and
Irish setter must yield to the black and tan of the best strains; but to do the
same amount of work, at least a double team of the last mentioned must be kept.

Having been charged, by Mr. Adcock, in the case of the bulldog, with selecting
inferior specimens for illustration, it is perhaps necessary that I should explain
my reasons for choosing a dog without any public reputation to represent the
Irish setter in preference to Mr. Hilliard’s Palmerston, who has taken all the chief
prizes since the last appearance of Dr. Stone’s Dash at the Crystal Palace in
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1875. As remarked above, no strain but that of the Hon. D. Plunket has been
tried in the field; and, as that has done great credit to the brood in the shape of
Mr. Macdona’s (afterwards Mr. Llewellin’s) Plunket, his daughter Music, and his
sons Marvel and Kite, I prefer a portrait of one of this tried strain to that
of any dog not similarly tested. Both Plunket and his daughter Music were too
small to serve as a type, while Kite and Marvel have faults which render them
equally unfit for that purpose. Fortunately, however, I have been able to meet
with a grand specimen of the breed in an own brother to Plunket, which Mr.
Macdona has recently obtained from Ireland, and which has never yet been shown.
The faithful portrait of this dog presented herewith speaks for itself as to his
external shape; but for his performances it is necessary to look to his brother
Plunket, except that I have ascertained on good evidence that in private he has
been tried to be first class. In colour he is of a beautiful rich red with scarcely
any white; while he possesses a frame of great size, symmetry, and substance,
with good legs and feet. He is thus fit to show in any company; but, as I have
not been able to compare him with the celebrated Palmerston, and must depend on
memory alone, I do not pretend to settle their respective merits from a show-bench
point of view.

The high form of Plunket and his stock in the field is well known to all who
have seen the various field trials of 1870-73 ; and for stud purposes his own brother
may be considered as identical with himself. Mr. Baker’s drawing of Rover is
almost as exact as a photograph, and in particular his rendering of the head is
wonderfully good, and shows the character of the breed extremely well. Plunket
first appeared at Shrewsbury in 1870 as a puppy, when he was placed second to
Mr. Statter’s Bruce, by Dash (a Laverack dog) out of Rheebe. In his first trial
be was described in the Field as going in fine style, but was afterwards beaten
on a bare piece of ground by Bruce, who showed a better nose. He was then
so much admired by Mr. Purcell Llewellyn that he gave 150l. for him. In the
autumn of the same year he won the all-aged stake at Vaynol without much
competition, and he was described in the Field as “ greatly improved in appearance,
having lost none of his grand dash and style,” and as having * gained in staunch-
ness.” In 1871 he seems to have been out of form at Southampton, being beaten by
Capt. Venner’s Dandy, a grand dog, in the single stakes, and only dividing the
second prize in the braces. In the following week he was still more unsuccessful
at Shrewsbury; but, nevertheless, “he completely outpaced March,” who defeated
him in the single stake, and, though going better in the braces, lost his chance from
the bad performance of his companion Shot. At Vaynol in the next autumn,
he was selected by Mr. Purcell Llewellyn as the companion of Countess in the
Bodfill Stakes for braces; and here, with the exception of two slight mistakes,
their performance was described as ¢ faultless,” making the large score of ninety
nevertheless, and winning easily. He also won the Borough Stakes, going “even
better than before, and not making a ‘single mistake.” Finally at Vaynol in 1872
he appeared with his son Marvel in the braces, and was second ‘to Countess and
Nellie, beating Mr. Statter’s Rob Roy and Belton. The description given was that
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“Plunket and Marvel went beautifully together and each did some pretty work
till towards the end of their time, when Plunket making a point, Marvel drew by
him, and put the birds up. This, of course, penalised them ten points. Countess
and Nellie, going in fine style, made no mistake whatever, and, being credited
with their full quota of points, were made the winners without dispute.” Plunket
therefore lost none of his reputation by this defeat, except through his son Marvel,
whose fault was moreover dependent on his breaking only; and as his daughter
Music, “ going in fine form and very merrily,” won the Dinorwig Stakes, at the
same meeting, he gained rather than lost from the stud point of view.

Plunket (and his brother Rover of the same litter) are by Beauty out of the
Rev. R. Callaghan’s Grouse. This gentleman informs me that Plunket was bred
by himself, and not by the Hon. D. Plunket, as stated in the “ Stud Book” ; Beauty
by Birtwhistle’s Tim out of Hebe ; Grouse by Capt. Hutchinson’s Bob.

Since the above was written, Rover has been placed above Palmerston at the
Kennel Club Show, where he took the first prize. ‘

CHAPTER II.
THE MODERN POINTER—THE DROPPER.

— et

THE MODERN POINTER.

o N selecting the setter for the first of the articles on the dog in the
? present series, I have not intended to fix the comparative claims of
these two dogs to superiority in the fleld. It is alleged that the field
trials have not done much towards settling this vexed question, which,
however, they could only do irrespective of those enduring qualities not
capable of being tested even at Bala, where, on two occasions, several hours have
been devoted to a single trial. As far as they go, until this year (1877), the two
breeds have been nearly equally successful when first-class specimens have been
tried together, excluding that phenomenon, Sir R. Garth’s (now Mr. Lloyd Price’s)
Drake. Countess (setter) and Belle (pointer) have each won once when tried
together, while the latter and Ranger (setter) have also exchanged wins; so that,
exclusive of Drake, who was never pitted against a setter till Jong past his prime,
the balance has not been struck, except in so far that, while Belle defeated Ranger
single-handed, the latter only won from her in the braces. In the present year
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however, the setters have gone ahead, both at Shrewsbury and Horseheath. At the
former trials the two breeds did not come together, but as far as could be judged
without this, the setters were far superior to the pointers; and at Horseheath, where
the same dogs were entered in the Horseheath Stakes, the setters had the advantage,
two of each breed being left in for the last two rounds, and Dash II. winning
the first prize, Mr. Whitehouse’s Rapid (pointer) being second. Mr. G. Brewis’s
dog also won the club cup which was open to both breeds, Blue Bell III. being
second to him.

Among pointers there are no national divisions corresponding with those of the
setters. There are, however, two distinct varieties, strongly marked by colour, viz.,
the lemon and white and the liver and white, besides the black and white, the whole
liver, and the whole black strains; but these last are not common in the present
day, and the appearance of one on the show bench is almost as rare as a black swan.
Among the liver and whites the dogs are often too heavy for much speed or
endurance—a remarkable exception being the celebrated Drake, bred by Sir R.
Garth, and sold by him at a high figure in his seventh season to Mr. R. J. Lloyd
Price, of Bala, at which advanced age he went as fast, and showed as good a nose
as most puppies even of high class. This dog was in his day the fastest and most
wonderful animal that ever quartered a field, and his race up to a brace of birds at
Shrewsbury in the field trials of 1868, when the ground was so dry as to cause
a cloud of dust to rise on his dropping to their scent, was a sight which will probably
never be seen again. He was truly a phenomenon among pointers. His extra-
ordinary pace compelled his dropping in this way, for otherwise he could not have
stopped himself in time, but when he had lost pace in his seventh season he began
frequently to stand up, as represented by Mr. Baker, who never saw him till
then. In appearance he is not taking, having a plain head with a somewhat
throaty neck; but his frame is all through good, and there is no lumber about him.
He could not, therefore, be considered a model for imitation, and consequently
I have added a very beautiful and racing bitch to represent the strain—in which
this sex is generally to be preferred for work, being lighter and more active.
This bitch, Mr. Lloyd Price’s Belle, was bred by Lord H. Bentinck, and was bought
by Mr. Price for 10l after winning a third prize at Manchester. She was at first
fearfully headstrong, and chased hares for many weeks persistently, being far
beyond her puppyhood and unbroken; but the perseverance of a young, and
till then unknown, breaker, Anstey, overcame these defects, and being tried in
private to be good, she was entered at Vaynol field trials in 1872, when she won
the prize for braces, and also that for bitches, being left in to contest the disputed
point of priority in the two breeds with Mr. Whitehouse’s Priam against Mr.
Llewellyn’s Countess and Nellie, both setters. In this trial she succumbed to
Countess, but turned the tables on her at Bala in 1873. Being possessed of this
beautiful and excellent bitch, Mr. Lloyd Price naturally desired to match her,
and Drake being put up to auction, together with the whole of Sir R. Garth’s
kennel, he was purchased in his seventh season for 1501, and retained by his new
owner for his own use alone. Previously, however, Drake had got several dogs
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of high class, including Viscount Downe’s Bang, Drake II., and Mars; but,
considering the run he had at the stud, his stock could not be said to have come
out as well as might be expected in public, though in private their character was
well maintained. Crossed with Belle, a litter considerably above the average was
obtained, including Mallard and Beau, but none coming up to the form of either
sire or dam, and not equal to Eos, who was subsequently from her by Mr. W,
Statter’s Major. A third litter by the old dog died when a few days old, so that
Mr. Price has been unfortunate with him; but a litter from a bitch bearing the
euphonious name of Nimble Ninepence promises well, and a younger litter, bred
the same way, are coming on. Mr. Statter has also bred Dick, successful at
Bala and Ipswich, from a daughter of Drake by his Major, who was descended
from the good old-fashioned strains of Lord Derby, Mr. Antrobus, and Mr. Edge.
Major was a fast, resolute dog, and ranged in beautiful style, but he behaved
very badly at Bala in 1867 (his only public appearance), having just returned
from the moors, and not owning the partridge scent, as is often the case with
even the steadiest grouse dogs. It should be remembered that in these days
fast pace is demanded far more than in those when pointers were used in the south
for beating high stubbles in fields of 20 acres or less, and when the heavy breeds
of Mr. Edge, Lord Derby, and Mr. Antrobus were able to do all that was desired,
delicacy of nose and steadiness, both before and behind, being the chief essentials
required. At present the pointer is regarded as a grouse dog rather than a
partridge finder, and hence he must be not only fast, but enduring. By careful
selection, however, and some luck, Sir R. Garth was able to breed Drake, and Lord
H. Bentinck also obtained Belle, while Mr. Statter has been little behind them
with his Major, Dick, and Rex. In the South Mr. S. Price has produced his Bang,
Mike, and Wagg, the first not quite up to the pace of the above dogs, but closely
approaching it. He is descended from Brockton’s Bounce, one of the old heavy
sort, who, however, showed fair pace at Southill in 1865, but crossed with the lemon
and white strain of Mr. Whitehouse, which T must now proceed to describe.
Mr. Lloyd Price has recently added Wagg to his kennel for stud purposes, and
in the present year (1877) has obtained a very fast and clever puppy from
Devonshire, viz., Bow Bells, by Bang out of Leech’s Belle—Mr. Whitehouse’s
Rapid is another Devonshire bred dog of recent celebrity, being by Chang out of
Romp.

Up to the time of the institution of dog shows, the lemon and whites were
little valued in comparison with the liver and whites; but Mr. H. Gilbert’s ob
and Major (the latter sold to Mr. Smith, of Tettenhall, on Mr. Gilbert’s death
in 1862), brought the lemon and whites into notice on the show bench; while
a son of Bob, Mr. Whitehouse’s celebrated Hamlet, took 90 points out of a possible
100 at the Bedford field trials in 1865, making a tie with Brockton's Bounce, to
whom I have alluded among the liver and whites. Mr. Whitehouse’s Hamlet also
took several prizes on the show bench, and his stock have quite superseded that of
Major, which, handsome as they are admitted to be, have not shown much capacity
for the work demanded from them in the field. Mr. Whitehouse has bred from
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this dog Priam, Rap, Joke, Flirt, and Nina, all winners; besides Macgregor, who is
by Sancho out of a grand-daughter of Hamlet. From these successes in the
twofold direction of beauty and goodness in the field, Hamlet was in high fashion
until the appearance of Sir R. Garth’s Drake, since which the contest between
the stock of those two dogs has been maintained with varying results, there being
little difference in the number of wins between Viscount Downe’s Bang IL., Mars,
Grace II., and Drake II., together with Mr. Lloyd Price’s Mallard and Beau, and
Mr. Statter’s Dick; and, on the other hand, Mr. Whitehouse’s Priam, Rap, Pax,
Nora, and Blanche. Besides these may be mentioned Mr. Brackenbury’s Romp and
her produce by Chang, Mr. Whitehouse’s Rapid, and Mr. Fairhead’s Romp.
Mr. Birkett’s black and white dog Rector is the only addition to these strains
among the chief prize winners, but he is entirely of blood unknown in the field
or on the bench. '

During the last five or six years (1875—1882) the liver and white strain
has gained ground considerably in public estimation, and has outnumbered the
lemon and whites on the show bench. Mr. Lloyd Price’s Wagg and Mr. 8. Price’s
Bang have largely contributed to this result; but, whatever may be the cause, it
is impossible to dispute the fact.

Taking, however, these several strains as representing the modern fashionable
pointer, it must be admitted that the result of recent efforts in breeding has been
manifested in a great increase of pace, so as to bring the pointer up to the level of
the setter in that quality, so important to the grouse shooter, for whom both
pointers and setters are now, as already remarked, chiefly demanded. For this
reason it is absurd to ignore range and pace in judging at field trials, as has
been attempted by certain influential members of the Kennel Club. In any case,
to count up the number of times each competitor finds a brace of birds, and decide
by that alone, in a trial limited to minutes, is, in my opinion, to give chance too
great a “pull”; and, as I before remarked, range and pace, though not necessary
in the south, are essential for grouse dogs, and it is for that purpose that pointers as
well as setters are now mainly required. One great advantage in pointers is that they
do not require water so often as the setter, or to be rebroken every season more or
less. They are hardier too, and do not succumb so easily to the ravages of distemper.

In the endeavour to increase the speed and stamina of the pointer, the foxhound
has been used as a cross by Col. Thornton and others since his time. It is well
known that the foxhound is far superior to all dogs in the latter capacity, and
equal to all but the greyhound in the former. I have tried several pointers more
or less crossed with the foxhound, and most of them have been very fast and
stout; but in every instance there was unsteadiness behind, however carefully
the ‘dog was broken, and great difficulty has been experienced in getting any
“back” whatever. In both the foxhound and the greyhound jealousy is encouraged
to the utmost, while in the pointer it is a fatal defect. Hence, although I believe
several of our best strains possess in a remote degree a cross of the foxhound, it is
not hastily to be introduced, and it takes several crosses back into steady pointer
blood to neutralise the defect alluded to.

N
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The most celebrated breeders of the liver and white strain in modern times
have been Sir R. Garth, facile princeps with Drake, besides a number of lesser
stars—Lord H. Bentinck, Mr. Statter, Lord Lichfield, the Duke of Westminster,
Mr. Francis (of Exeter), Mr. S. Price (also of Devon), the late Mr. G. Moore,
Viscount Downe, and Mr. R. J. Lloyd Price (of Bala). Sir Dudley Coutts
Marjoribanks has a breed of high private reputation, as has also Sir R. Musgrave
of Edenhall; but, as far as I know, none have appeared in public. The old, heavy
sort of the Edge, Antrobus, and Sefton strains are now quite out of fashion,
except when combined with faster blood.

The best strain of the lemon and whites has been almost entirely in Mr.
‘Whitehouse’s hands, he having had a succession of winners from the time of
Hamlet to the present day, and his sideboard groaning with silver cups. Beginning
with little Hamlet, he has gradually increased their size and substance, and got rid
of the delicacy of constitution which was at first a defect in the strain. Priam and
Rap are both big enough for any work, and, though not over 60lb., very nearly
approaching that standard. Rap is one of the most perfect dogs in symmetry that
I ever saw, and is a model of the true type. Mr. Whitehouse’s Pearl and Nina are
also full of quality, and symmetrical, as well as all over useful in shape. There is,
however, so little difference between their appearance and that of Major, whose
portrait I gave in the last series, that I have not thought it necessary to super-
sede it.

The points are nearly the same in numerical value as those of the setter, the
only difference made being in the texture of coat, which is not so great a sign of
breeding in the pointer as the setter.

PoinTs oF THE POINTER.

Value.| Value. Value. Value.
SRR s, e 10 Shoulders and Legs, elbows, Stern k. .0 % 5
Noge" . . e 10 chest......... 15 and hocks... 12 Symmetry and
Ears, Eyes, and Back, quarters, Feet ............ 8 quality ...... 7
TR FM5 0, 4 4 and stifles... 15 Texture of coat 3
INECKi e, 6 Ooloursngs 5
30 30 20 20

Grand Total 100.

Describing them in detail, they are as follows:

1. The skull (value 10) should be of good size, but not as heavy as in the
old Spanish pointer, and in a lesser degree his half-bred descendants. It should
be wider across the ears than that of the setter, with a forehead rising well at
the brows. A full development of the occipital protuberance is indispensable,
and the upper surface should be in two slightly rounded flats, with a furrow
between.

2. The nose (value 10) should be long (4in. to 4%in.) and broad, with widely-
open nostrils. The end must be moist, and in health is cold to the touch. It should
be black, or very dark brown, in all but the lemon and whites; but in them it
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may be a deep flesh colour. It should be cut off square and.not pointed—known
as the “snipe nose” or “pig jaw.” Teeth meeting evenly.

3. The ears, eyes, and lips (value 4) are as follows: Ears soft in coat, moderately
long and thin in leather, not folding like the hound’s, but lying flat and close
to the cheeks, and set on low, without any tendency to prick. Eyes soft and of
medium size; colour brown, varying in shade with that of the coat. Lips well
developed, and frothing when in work, but not pendant or flew-like.

4. The neck (value 6) should be arched towards the head, long and round,
without any approach to dewlap or throatiness. It should come out with a graceful
sweep from between the shoulder-blades.

5. The shoulders and chest (value 15) are dependent on each other for their
formation. Thus a wide and hooped chest cannot have the blades lying flat against
its sides; and consequently, instead of this and their sloping backwards, as-they
ought to do in order to give free action, they are upright, short and fixed. Of
course, a certain width is required, to give room for the lungs; but the volume
required should be obtained by depth rather than width. Behind the blades the
ribs, should, however, be well arched, but still deep; this depth of bhack rib is
specially important.

6. The back, quarters, and stifles (value 15) constitute the main propellers of the
machine, and on their proper development the speed and power of the dog depend.
The loin should be very slightly arched and full of muscle, which should run well
over the back ribs; the hips should be wide, with a tendency even to raggedness,
and the quarters should droop very slightly from them. These last must be full
of firm muscle, and the stifles should be well bent and carried widely apart, so
as to allow the hind legs to be brought well forward in the gallop, instituting a
form of action which does not tire.

7. Legs, elbows, and hocks (value 12). These chiefly bony parts, though merely
the levers by which the muscles act, must be strong enough to bear the strain given
them; and this must act in a straight line of progression. Substance of bone is
therefore demanded, not only in the shanks but in the joints, the knees and hocks
being specially required to be bony. The elbows should be well let down, giving
a long upper arm, and should not be turned in or out; the latter being, however,
the lesser fault of the two, as the confined elbow limits the action considerably.
The reverse is the case with the hocks, which may be turned in rather than out; the
former being generally accompanied by that wideness of stifles which I have already
insisted on. Both hind and fore pasterns should be short, nearly upright and full
of bone.

8. The feet (value 8) are all-important; for, however fast and strong the action
may be, if the feet are not well shaped and their horny covering hard, the dog
will soon become foot-sore when at work, and will then refuse to leave his
master’s heels, however high his courage may be. Breeders have long disputed
the comparatively good qualities of the round cat-like foot, and the long one,
resembling that of the hare. In the pointer my own opinion is in favour of the
cat-foot, with the toes well arched and close together. This is the desideratum of
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the M.F.H., and I think stands work  better than the hare-foot, in which the
toes are not arched but still lie close together. In the setter the greater
amount of hair to a certain extent condones the inherent weakness of the
hare-foot; but in the pointer no such superiority can be claimed. The main
point, however, is the closeness of the pads combined with thickness of the horny
covering.

9. The stern (value 5) must be strong in bone at the root, but should at once
be reduced in size as it leaves the body, and then gradually taper to a point like
a bee’s sting. It should be very slightly curved, carried a little above the line
of the back, and without the slightest approach to curl at the tip.

10. Of symmetry and quality (value 7) the pointer should display a goodly
proportion, no dog showing more difference between the ¢ gentleman” and his
opposite. It is impossible to analyse these essentials, but every good judge
carries the knowledge with him.

11. The texture (value 3) of coat in the pointer should be soft and mellow,
but not absolutely silky.

12. In colour (value 5) there is now little choice, in point of fashion, between
the liver and lemon and whites. After them comes the black and whites (with
or without tan), then the pure black, and lastly the pure liver. Dark liver-ticked
is, perhaps, the most beautiful colour of all to the eye.

THE DROPPER.

This breed, between the setter and pointer, is often very good in the field;
but after the first cross it does not succeed. The two varieties do not seem to
amalgamate ; as in the same litter may be found a portion looking like true
pointers, while the rest resemble the setter. The dropper is generally a hardy,
useful dog of all work, and is specially good for snipe bogs, single-handed.
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MONG the earliest records of venerie in England, the spaniel is alluded
4 to as used for hawking and netting, and he claims, with the greyhound,
}g‘f"‘\f: the bulldog, and the mastiff, the honour of having been the first of
- @\ his species introduced into this country. I do not pretend to settle this
# moot point; but there can be no doubt that in this century he is
remarkable among his compeers for tenderness of nose, high intelligence, devotion
to his master, pluck, stamina, and perseverance in the pursuit of his game.
Possessed of these high qualities, he is not only useful as a “dog of all work,”
but he is also a sagacious and faithful companion. Nevertheless, for some years
past the spaniel has been supplanted in general estimation by the pointer, setter,
or terrier, partly owing to the superior speed of the first two better suiting our
modern ideas, and partly also to the fact that the terrier will not only hunt game,
but vermin, about which the spaniel is comparatively indifferent. Still there are
many excellent sportsmen who adhere to the spaniel, and who use nothing else
for beating -hedgerows, small coverts, and even turnips or clover, where, of course,
this dog is constantly kept within range of the gun by careful breaking. In
our modern farming, the large inclosures and the very thin fences which are its
distingnished feature also lessen his utility ; and evén in Wales, Devonshire, and
Norfolk—each of which districts used formerly to possess its peculiar breed—
spaniels are comparatively rare, and these three strains are no longer to be met
with in a typical form. There is, however, one kind of game—the woodcock—
which still demands a couple or leash of spaniels; and “cock shooting” being
highly valued, a few good sportsmen, for this and other reasons, have recently
done their best to improve the breeding of this dog, in externals as well as utility.
In the early days of dog shows Mr. F. Burdett, the secretary of the Bir-
mingham Dog Show, and in fact its prime mover, possessed a breed of black
Cockers, obtained from the neighbourhood of Lutterworth, where they were bred
by an old family of the name of Footman. They were unrivalled in appearance
as well as at work, taking every prize for which they competed. Mr. Burdett’s
early death, however, caused their distribution, and the best specimens passed
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into the hands of Mr. Jones, of Oscott, and Mr. Phineas Bullock, of Bilston, the
latter of whom has crossed them with the Sussex, and apparently with the water- .
spaniel. In the last ten years he has almost monopolised the prizes in the spaniel
classes, and without doubt he has deserved his success. I regret that I am unable
to present to the readers of this book a portrait of any of his dogs, having in
vain applied to him for the necessary facilities; but the omission is of the less
consequence, because he has gradually introduced so much Sussex blood into
the old strain that the produce are almost exactly of that type, with the single
exception of the head; and for the illustration of the pure Sussex I prefer the
original selection, as represented by Mr. Soames’s George. In order to obtain
the genuine field spaniel other than Sussex or Clumber, I have consequently been
obliged to look outside Mr. P. Bullock’s kennel, and have fortunately discovered
the very best specimen I have ever seen in the possession of Mr. W. Gillett, of
Hull, together with his dam, the former bred by Mr. W. W. Boulton, of Beverley,
whose portraits are given with this chapter, associating with them a little old-
fashioned cocker bitch, bred by Mr. Lort, to serve as a contrast. Brush, the young
dog above alluded to, has all the bone, symmetry, and quality of Mr. Bullock’s
dogs, with a flatter, softer, and more silky coat, and without the heavy ears,
which are, in my opinion, faults in the Bilston kennel. His ears are of the true
spaniel type, lobular in shape without being too heavy, and he has plenty of feather
for his age, whilst his middle only requires another six months to be perfect. As
to his head, legs, and feet, I have never seen them equalled, and his colour is the
finest jet black, with a most beautiful polish. Nell shows signs of age, and has
too much ear for my taste; but her success on the show bench qualifies her for
her position in the group. As to Ladybird, I have selected her as the type of a
working hedgerow spaniel. She is about 18lb. in weight, with excellent legs and
feet, and cars not likely to get in her way in pushing through the brambles or
gorse. She was bred by Mr. Lort, and combines the Burdett and Lort strains with
other old ones unknown to fame. .

Since the above was written in 1876 Brush has won several prizes, my opinion
of him being endorsed by various judges.

THE MODERN COCKER.

The above title includes every kind of field spaniel except the Sussex and
Clumber, and it is therefore necessary to allude to the Norfolk Spaniel as well
as to the Welsh and Devon Cocker. The Norfolk spaniel is still found scattered
throughout the country, and is generally of a liver and white colour, sometimces
black and white, and rarely lemon and white; usually a good deal ticked with
colour in the white. Higher on the leg than the Clumber or the Sussex, he is
generally more active than either, sometimes almost rivalling the setter in lightness
of frame; his ears are long, lobular, and heavily feathered, and he is a very useful
dog when thoroughly broken, but he is apt to be too wild in his behaviour and
too wide in his range until he has had a longer drill than most sportsmen can
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afford, and in retrieving he is often hard mouthed. When thoroughly broken,
however, he is an excellent aid to the gun; but he is so intermixed with other breeds
that it is impossible to select any particular specimen as the true type. With
regard to the Welsh and Devon cocker of former times, they are now scarcely
to be met with in a state of purity and of the regulation size (20lb. to 251b.);
most of them have been crossed with the springer, or by improved manage-
ment have been raised in weight to 30lb. at the least, which militates against
their use in some coverts; and in a vast majority of teams the modern field spaniel
must be regarded as more like the springer than the cocker. The Welsh and
Devon cockers are both liver-coloured, not of the Sussex golden hue, but of a
dead true liver colour. Their ears are not too large for work, and on the show
bench would by many judges be considered too small; but they are always lobular,
without the slighest tendency to a vine shape. Throughout the country there
are numberless breeds of cockers of all colours, varying from white, black, or
liver to red and white, lemon and white, liver and white, and black and white.
Ladybird is nearly all red, but she comes of strains usually all liver or all black.

The modern field spaniel should be the best made “all-round” shooting dog
of the day, for he is expected to perform equally well on land and on the water,
in covert, hedgerow, or turnips. He is also called on to retrieve, whilst he must
be thoroughly steady, reliable under all circumstances, however trying to his
nature, and he must never tire. In order to obtain this marvellous combination
of powers and varied qualifications, our modern breeders have crossed the old-
fashioned cocker with the Sussex, and then, by careful selection as to size, points,
and colour, they have established a breed, of which Brush may be taken as the
type in its best form.

The following is the numerical allotment of the

PoinTs oF THE FieLp SPANIEL.

Value. Value. Value.
N e e r o 15 Diengthil Sl S s o 5 Calontm:. Sarv . St 5
BEardR L aenialan S 5 Trogg=mihr s s 10 OB R Fe e i+ a o svinis 10
Noekiiws. . o0 ] vaig=2¥, 5 e e e P 10 AT S s e 10
Chest, back, and loins... 20 Symmetry ............... 5
45 25 30

Grand Total 100.

1. The head (value 15) should be long, with a marked brow but still only
gradually rising from the nose, and the occipital protuberance well defined. Nose
long and broad, without any tendency to the snipe form. Eye expressive, soft,
and gentle, but not too full or watery.

2. The ears (value 5) should be set on low down, lobular in shape, not over-
long in the leather, or too heavily clothed with feather, which should always be
wavy and free from ringlets.

3. The neck (value 5) should be long enough to allow the nose to reach the
ground easily, strong and arched, coming easily out of well-shaped shoulders.
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4. Chest, back, and loins (value 20). The chest should be deep, and with a
good girth; back and loin full of muscle, and running well into one another,
with wide couplings, and well-turned hind quarters. \

5. The length (value 5) of the spaniel should be rather more than twice his
height at the shoulder.

6. The legs (value 10) must be full of bone and straight; elbows neither in
nor out; quarters full of muscle, and stifles strong, but not very much bent.

7. The feet (value 10) are round and cat-like, well clothed with hair between
the toes; and the pads furnished with very thick horn. .

8. The colour (value 5) preferred is a brilliant black, but in the best strains
of the dog an occasional liver or red puppy will appear.

9. The coat (value 10) is flat, slightly wavy, soft and silky; the legs are well
fringed or feathered like the setter, as also are the ears; there must beno topknot
or curl between the eyes, indicating a cross of the water spaniel.

10. The tail (value 10), which is always cropped short, must have a downward
carriage, and should not be set on too high. '

11. The symmeiry (value 5) of the spaniel is considerable, and any departure
from it should be penalised accordingly. 4

Mr. Gillett’s Brush is by Boulton’s Rolf out of Gillett’s Nell; Rolf by
Boulton’s Beaver (4408) out of his Runic; Beaver by Boulton’s Bruce (4412)
out of Nell; Runic by Rex, brother to Rhea (2228), out of Boulton’s Fan. He
has only been exhibited twice, viz., at the Islington Kennel Club Show, where
Mr. Lort gave him the second prize, and at Stockton, where he was placed first
by Major Corven. Mr. Gillett’s Nell is of the Burdett strain, but her pedigree is
not well made out. While the property of Mr. Boulton, she took the first prize
at Manchester and Stockton-on-Tees, and since she changed hands she has been
several times exhibited, and always with success. Mr. Langdale’s Ladybird is by
a black Burdett dog out of a bitch by Withington’s Dash out of Lort’s Fan.
She has only been exhibited once, when she won the first prize at Whitby in 1876.
She was purchased by Mr. A. W. Langdale, of Scarborough.

THE SUSSEX SPANIEL.

Until the year 1872, Sussex spaniels were never distinguished as a separate
class at any of our shows, being admitted only as ‘other than Clumber,” or as
“large spaniels.” In that year, bowever, the Committee of the Crystal Palace
Show instituted a special prize for the Sussex breed, and their example was
followed in October at Nottingham, where the puce-coloured Rufus, bred by Mr.
Beesly, defeated Mr. P. Bullock’s George, so named from his resemblance to the
dog selected by me in 1866 as the type of the breed. Mr. Soames’ George has
never yet been surpassed, as far as my opinion and observation go, and I shall
therefore retain his portrait as efficiently representing the true type of the Sussex
spaniel.

Before the above-mentioned constitution of a distinet class under the name
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“ Sussex,” it was of course impossible to criticise the various liver-coloured spaniels
exhibited, excepting generally; but almost as soon as the opportunity was thus
given it was taken advantage of, and in 1874-5 a host of letters appeared in the
Field on this subject, under the signatures of C. B. Hodgson, J. Blade, ¢ Castra,”
“ Ruthwell,” J. Farrow, J. H. Salter, W. W. Boulton, ¢ Sussex,” Phineas Bullock,
J. Hughes, and R. Marchant, with a view to show not only that a dog must himself
possess a proper liver colour to constitute him a Sussex spaniel, but he must also be
descended from parents of that hue. In illustration of this argument, it was proved
under protest at Birmingham in 1874, that Mr. Phineas Bullock’s George, though
himself exhibiting the proper colour and shape of the Sussex breed, was by his
celebrated Bob, who was of a rich black colour. The result was that George
was from that time withdrawn from the Sussex classes at the chief shows, and it
nas been since held that the objection was valid. It may be remembered that a
portrait of this dog was published in the Field in 1872 as a Sussex spaniel, which
he closely resembled in appearance; and, though his pedigree was given in the
catalogue of the COrystal Palace show, it did not strike me that his sire (the well-
known Bob) was black, as was afterwards brought out.

From the year 1872 special classes have been given to the Sussex spaniel at
most of our large shows, and in nearly every case a dog with a golden liver coat, or
a reasonable approximation to this, has been selected for premier honours; but still I
have reason to believe that a good many of the prize winners have been crossed with
extraneous strains, and that there are very few really pure specimens of the genuine
Sussex spaniel in existence. In 1859, when I published in “The Dog in Health
and Disease” the portraits of Mr. Soames’s George and Romp, from the Rosehill
kennels, it was so rare that many good sportsmen had never heard of its existence
and for several years I looked in vain through the various shows for another good
specimen of it. At the early Birmingham shows Mr. F. Burdett’s blacks were in
fashion; and on his death Mr. Jones, of Oscott, took possession of the show bench
with his Bob, a son of Burdett’s dog of the same name. Soon after this Mr.
Phineas Bullock came to the fore with dogs descended from the same strains, and
without any infusion, as far as I know, of the real Sussex spaniel—at all events,
not for some years. After a time, Mr Bowers, of Chester, obtained a dog
(Buckingham) and two or three bitches of the Rosehill strain; and Mr. J. H.
Salter, of Tolleshunt D’Arcy, in Essex, also purchased Chance and Chloe, of pure
old Sussex blood. Dr Williams, of Hayward’s Heath, Sussex, possesses a bitch
from which I believe he has bred some good puppies. Mr. Marchant of Dartford,
and Rev. W. Shield of Kirkby Lonsdale, Mr H. B. Spurgin of Northampton, and
Mr. A. W. Langdale of Bishop’s Stortford, also have the breed; but beyond
this short list I am unable to go, though no doubt there are others with which I am
unacquainted.

In work the Sussex spaniel is somewhat faster, and certainly more lasting
and persevering, than the Clumber, from whom he also differs in possessing a
peculiarly full and bell-like tongue, though still somewhat sharp in note. He is by
no means noisy, except when first entered to his game, and it is easy to distinguish

o
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by his tongue whether he is on “fur” or “feather.” He is readily taught to
retrieve with a soft mouth, but there is sometimes a slight tendency to sulk, and he
certainly is not so easily kept under command as the Clumber ; but for hard work
he beats that dog altogether, and is rarely gun.shy. As compared with the indefinite
strains of liver-coloured spaniels of such symmetry as to be exhibited at our shows,
but descended from Mr. Burdett’s Bob and other black dogs, I have no reason to
think that the real Sussex is in any way superior to them, either in the field or on
the show bench, if judged without regard to purity of blood; and if a class were
made for “liver-coloured spamiels” without designating them as “Sussex,” I can
see no reason to believe that the first prize would of necessity go to either of the
gentlemen above named. Classes for “Gordon” setters are now abandoned, on
account of the difficulty in defining that dog; and I am by no means sure that it is
not desirable to follow this example in reference to the Sussex spaniel, as was to
some extent done 'at the last Brighton show, when a class was formed for “golden
* liver coloured Sussex spaniels.” But even then, a dog of the true “ golden” colour,
if proved to be descended from a black straiu, would be open to disqualification.
Clearly, however, the colour alone is no mark of purity, as was proved in the case
of Mr. Phineas Bullock’s George above mentioned; and, indeed, I know no breed
of dogs in which colour alone can be relied on. The standard points of the Sussex
spaniel may be estimated as follows:

Points 1IN THE SUSSEX SPANIEL.

Value.| Value. Value.
ot R S A 15 AACeL SR ERRIE oo St 5 e D N S T 10
T e SR NP 5 | Shoulders and chest... 10 Oolanr ey o s 10
NG R D 10 | Back and back ribs ... 10 (Ohr i SE AN S Rt ol 5
T A o LA 5 | Legsand feet ......... 10 Symmetry ............... 5
35 35 30

Grand Total 100,

1. The skull (value 15) should be long, and also wide, with a deep indentation
in the middle, and a full stop, projecting well over the eyes; occiput full, but not
pointed ; the whole giving an appearance of heaviness without dulness.

2. The eyes (value 5) are full, soft, and languishing, but not watering so as to
stain the coat.

8. The nose (value 10) should belong (8in. to 81in.) and broad, the end liver-
coloured, with large open nostrils.

4. The ears (value 5) are moderately long and lobe-shaped—that is to say,
narrow at the junction with the head, wider in the middle, and rounded below, not
pointed. They should be well clothed with soft wavy and silky hair, but not heavily
loaded with it.

5. The neck (value 5) is rather lhort strong, and shghtly arched, but not carrying
the head much above the level of the back. There is no throatiness in the skin,
but a well-marked frill in the coat.
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MR. PrICE’S CLUMBER SPANIEL ‘‘ BRUCE.”
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6. Shoulders and chest (value 10).—The chest is round, especially behind the
shoulders, and moderately deep, giving a good girth. It narrows at the
shoulders, which are consequently oblique, though strong, with. full points,
long arms, and elbows well let down, and these last should not be turned
out or im.

7. Back and back #ibs (value 10).—The back or loin is long, and should be
very muscular both in width and depth. For this latter development the
back ribs must be very deep. The whole body is characterised as low, long,
and strong.

8. Legs and feet (value 10).—Owing to the width of chest, the fore legs of
the Sussex spaniel are often bowed ; but it is a defect notwithstanding, though not a
serious one. The arms and thighs must be bony as well as muscular; knees and
hocks large, wide, and strong; pasterns very short and bony; feet round, and toes
well arched and clothed thickly with hair. The fore legs should be well feathered
all down, and the hind ones also above the hocks, but should not have much hair
below that point. .

9. The tail (value 10) is generally cropped, and should be thickly clothed with
hair, but not with long feather. The true spaniel’s low carriage of the tail at work
is well marked in this breed.

10. The colour (value 10) of the Sussex is a well-marked but not exactly rich
golden liver, on which there is often a washed-out look that detracts from its
richness. This colour is often met with in other breeds, however, and is no certain
sign of purity in the Sussex spaniel.

11. The coat (value 5) is wavy without any curl, abundant, silky, and soft.

12. The symmetry (value 5) of the Sussex spaniel is not very marked; but he
should not be devoid of this quality.

It being generally admitted that no improvement has taken place on Mr.
Soames’ George, whose portrait has already been given in the former editions of
this book, it is unnecessary to substitute any other for it.

THE CLUMBER SPANIEL.

Since the publication of the article on this spaniel in the year 1865, no change -
is to be recorded in the opinions on its merits nor have the specimens exhibited
shown any improvement in shape or quality. Mr. R. J. Ll. Price’s Bruce may,
therefore, still be regarded as a good type of the breed, and I need not replace him
by any more modern dog.

The Clumber spaniel takes his name from the seat of the Duke of Newcastle,
in Nottinghamshire, where the breed was first established. His distinguishing
features are a heavy head, long body, very short legs, and consequent slow pace, and
absence of tongue, being entirely mute. Coupled with these gualities, on the other
hand, there is a necessity for a team of at least three or four, if sufficient ground
is to be gone over even for one gun, as the dog never ranges far from his master,
and is very slow in his work. He has, however, an excellent nose, is easily kept




100 THE DOGS OF THE BRITISH ISLANDS.

under command by ordinary means, though he does not readily own a new master;
and when a team of Clumbers is composed of dogs well broken, excellent sport may
be obtained from them. Iike the Laverack setter, the Clumber has been very much
in-bred, and is equally difficult to rear, and somewhat inclined to be delicate even at
the best. Nevertheless, he is no doubt highly prized by those who can afford
to keep an unlimited kennel for only occasional use. The practice of battue shooting
without dogs by the aid of human beaters has greatly reduced the demand
for this dog, which was formerly adopted in beating almost all large woodland
preserves.
The points of the Clumber spaniel are as follows :

Poixts oF THE CLUMBER SPANIEL,

Value. Value. | Value.
Hioad ST 0 e L 20 Ljengthih 5w sl ISR Colanrrees o L8 0L 5
T R e o i T 10 Shoulders and chest... 10 | Coat ..................... 5
INIOTK ishaton e St 5 1B Al s s S e THOR 5 (TR G ooodtoodahadsnie 5
Legs and feet ......... 15 |
35 50 | 15

Grand Total 100.

1. The head (value 20).—The skull of this dog is large in all dimensions, being
flat at the top, with a slight furrow down the middle, and a very large occipital
protuberance. Sometimes this part is heavy in excess, but this is far better than
the opposite extreme. The nose is very long and broad, with open nostrils.
The end should be of a dark flesh colour, but even in the best strains it is
sometimes of a cherry or light liver colour. The eye is large and soft, but not
watering.

2. The ears (value 10) are peculiar in shape as compared with other spaniels,
being setter-like or vine-shaped, and indicating that this kind of spaniel is the
~ original “setting spaniel” of olden times, now converted into the setter. They are
slightly longer than those of most setters, and feathered, but not heavily, especially
on the front edge.

3. The neck (value 5) is long and strong, but lean, and free from dewlap in
front, where, however, there is a slight ruff of hair.

4. In length (value 15) this spaniel should be two and a half times his height.

5. Good shoulders (value 10) are very important qualities in so heavy a
dog, who tires in any covert rather too soon, and, with heavy shoulders,
drops into a walk after a single hour’s work. The chest must also have a
large girth.

6. A strong back and loin (value 10) are equally necessary, and for the same
cause. The latter ought to be free from arch, as the back should be from droop,
and the back ribs should be very deep.

7. The legs and feet (value 15) of the Clumber must be carefully attended to,
being of great importance to him in standing his work. He is very apt to be out
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at his elbows from his width of chest, and occasionally his legs are bowed from
rickets, to which disease he is especially prone. These defects when present should
be heavily penalised, as they are faults of great importance.

8. The colour (value 5) is always white, with more or less lemon; ‘and
when the latter is freckled over the face and legs the colour is perfect. The
face should always be white, with lemon head, and at the best a line of white down
its middle.

9. The coat (value 5) must be soft and silky, slightly wavy, and, though
abundant, by no means long, except in feather.

10. The stern (value 5) must be set low, and ecarried cons1derably downwards,
especially when at work.

THE IRISH WATER SPANIEL.

In Ireland two breeds of this dog are known, which are distinguished by the
prefixes North and South, the latter being also named after Mr. M‘Carthy, a gentle-
man who, between thirty and forty years ago, alone possessed it in perfection. At
the present time the M‘Carthy strain may be considered to be the type of the Irish
water spaniel; and his description published in the Field in 1859 is the standard by
which the breed is judged, and must therefore be so regarded.

Most of the prize winners of late years have been more ¢ on the leg” than Capt.
O’Grady’s dog (an engraving of which was published in my first edition in 1865) ;
but several bitches have been successful even lower than he was. They all show,
however, in greater perfection one peculiarity of the strain, viz., the total absence
of feather both on tail and legs ; whereas Capt. O’Grady’s dog, though good in tail,
was feathered considerably on his legs. I shall therefore substitute portraits from
remarkably good photographs of Mr. Lindoe’s celebrated brace, Rake and Blarney,
which for five or six years shared with Mr. Skidmore’s Doctor (half brother to
Rake) the chief prizes of the various English shows. Rake was descended from
M‘Carthy’s celebrated dog Boatswain, on the side of his dam; but his grandsire on
the other side, also called Boatswain, was from another kennel. He was considered
by Capt. Montresor and by Mr. M‘Carthy himself to be a good specimen of the
breed ; and their endorsement must be regarded as final.

The Irish water spaniel has been imported into England in considerable num-
bers, but not to such an extent as to become common ; why, I am at a loss to know,
as from Mr. Lindoe’s experience, and that of Mr. Englebach (formerly of Tedding-
ton), in addition to the account given originally by M‘Carthy himself, I am led to
believe that he is by far the most useful dog for wildfowl shooting at present in
existence. ‘ Notwithstanding their natural impetuosity of disposition,” Mr. Lindoe
says, “these spaniels, if properly trained, are the most tractable and obedient of
all dogs, and possess in a marked degree the invaluable qualities of never giving up
or giving in. From real personal experience of almost every kind of dog,” he goes
on to say, “they are the cleverest, gamest, and most companionable of all.”
Judging from my knowledge of Mr. Englebach’s Pat, bred by Mr. Skidmore, to
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which dog my experience of the breed is confined, I should say he is ‘t00 quarrel-
some to be companionable, except to those who are fond of repeated impromptu
dog fights, and he is admitted to be too impetuous for work on land. England
appears to have obtain<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>